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Critical thinking

State: Critical Thinking is the act of object​‐
ively evaluation inform​ation in order to find
solutions to complex problems.

Elaborate: The way we think is important to
how we live and function. We can use the
elements of thought to think critically by
evaluating perspe​ctives, potential biases,
assump​tions, evidence and implic​ations in
order to solve the issue at hand.

Exemplify: There is an overwh​elming
amount of inform​ation that is presented to
us on a daily basis, whether it’s memes,
music, news broadc​asts, articles or peer
reviewed texts. Misinf​orm​ation is one of the
biggest dangers to us in the digital age. An
article by Arnold (2018) in Forbes explains
how “fake news” is used to mislead or
deflect viewers and how simple steps like
checking sources can allow you to think
critically and make a sound decision about
whether you choose to accept this inform​‐
ation.

Source: https:​//w​ww.f​or​bes.co​m/s​ite​s/a​ndr​‐
ewa​rno​ld/​201​8/0​2/2​7/h​ow-​to-​mai​nta​in-​cri​tic​‐

al-​thi​nki​ng-​in-​the​-mo​der​n-w​orl​d-o​f-n​ew-​‐
med​ia/​?sh​=a3​ed0​dc50e5f

 

Critical thinking (cont)

Illustrate: This artwork is titled “Critical
Thinking”, it was made by Artist Pavlov
Bellwether also known as Jack Smith in
2021. The artist note reads “Artists are
meant to question everything - often taking
the road less travelled. Questions need to
be asked.” The artist notes the importance
of critical thinking as an artist, as someone
who has the potential to reach and move
thousands through their work. In a sense,
art is like thought. Everyone thinks differ​‐
ently, everyone has their own definition of
art as well as different ways of producing
art. This painting can be interp​reted many
different ways by many different people.
Regard​less, truly admiring art requires
critical thinking to really evaluate the visual
inform​ation that is presented to you.

Source: https:​//w​ww.s​aa​tch​iar​t.c​om/​art​/Ph​‐
oto​gra​phy​-Cr​iti​cal​-Th​ink​ing​-Br​ibe​ry-​Mon​‐

opr​int​/67​207​9/8​249​044​/view

"​Cri​tical Thinki​ng" - Jack Smith (2021)

 

Point of View

State: Point of View is how we see the
world.

Elaborate: Every person has a slightly
different view of the world. Our views may
be shaped by many factors such as gender
identity, racial identity, age, and past experi​‐
ences. For example, a white female from a
middle class family living in Connec​ticut
may have different views on defunding the
police than a black male from a middle
class family living in South Carolina.
Consid​ering different point of views allows
us to understand different perspe​ctives and
thought processes.

Exemplify: One of the best examples of
consid​ering points of view is perspe​cti​ve-​‐
taking. Perspe​cti​ve-​taking is the act of
unders​tanding the perspe​ctives of others. It
is defined as “The ability to understand how
a situation appears to another person and
how that person is reacting cognit​ively and
emotio​nally to the situat​ion.” (Gelhl​bach,
2004). An article by AMP Creative (2020)
outlines the many benefits of practicing
perspe​cti​ve-​taking, as a way to open new
doors to learning and constr​uctive
engagement when faced with a scenario
where two people have opposing
viewpoints due to their difference in
experience and thinking.

Source: https:​//a​mpc​rea​tiv​e.c​om/​wha​t-i​s-p​‐
ers​pec​tiv​e-t​aking/

By Chloe Adeniyi (Saint)
cheatography.com/saint/  

Not published yet.
Last updated 20th October, 2022.
Page 1 of 6.

 
Sponsored by CrosswordCheats.com
Learn to solve cryptic crosswords!
http://crosswordcheats.com

http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/saint/
http://www.cheatography.com/saint/cheat-sheets/conceptual-toolkit
http:
http:
https://cheatography.com/uploads/saint_1666034502_criticfal%20thinking.jpeg
http:
https://cheatography.com/saint/cheat-sheets/conceptual-toolkit/%22h%C2%ADttp%C2%ADs:/%C2%AD/am%C2%ADpcr%C2%ADeat%C2%ADive.co%C2%ADm/w%C2%ADhat%C2%AD-is%C2%AD-pe%C2%ADrsp%C2%ADect%C2%ADive%C2%AD-ta%C2%ADkin%C2%ADg/%22
http://www.cheatography.com/saint/
http://crosswordcheats.com


Conceptual Toolkit Cheat Sheet
by Chloe Adeniyi (Saint) via cheatography.com/159446/cs/34733/

Point of View (cont)

Illustrate: When I think of point of view I
think of the common saying “Step into the
other person’s shoes”. This saying is used
to illustrate how consid​ering point of views
works. Stepping into someone’s shoes
allows you to be put in the same situation
as them, making you think about how you
would think, what you would feel, or how
you would react in that situation. Another
example of point of view would be to
imagine that you had the ability to watch
someone’s life on a screen like a movie.
Sometimes we judge people without consid​‐
ering their point of view or what in their life
could’ve caused them to think or act a
certain way. This analogy also allows us to
reflect on why we have certain viewpoints
ourselves.

Civic Engagement

State: Civic engagement is partic​ipating in
enacting change in your community through
the involv​ement with social issues.

Elaborate: Civic engagement is how
involved you are in attempting to make your
community better for all. Civic engagement
is gaged by how aware you are of the
problems affecting your community and how
you use your role or voice to enact change.
This can be something as simple a
organizing a school supply drive in an
impove​rished neighb​orhood, donating to a
local charity, attending town hall meetings,
or educating yourself and others on how
lack of education is a key contri​buting factor
to poverty.

 

Civic Engagement (cont)

Exemplify: An example of civic engagement
is Houston’s Coalition for the homeless and
their efforts to remove stigma and decrim​‐
inalize homele​ssness and mental illness by
providing educat​ional resources about the
relati​onship between mental illness and
homele​ssness. The coalition also places
unhoused persons directly in homes/​apa​‐
rtments without the thousands of hoops to
jump through such as getting clean, finding
a job first, and having a down payment (the
number one reasons housing programs
fail). Practicing civic engagement can be
visiting the coalit​ion’s website and getting
educated or visiting one of their volunteer
opport​uni​ties.

Source: https:​//w​ww.n​yt​ime​s.c​om/​202​2/0​‐
6/1​4/h​ead​way​/ho​ust​on-​hom​ele​ss-​peo​‐

ple.html

Illustrate: Civic engagement reminds me of
when you were younger and your parent or
teacher told you to pick up that trash or
clean up that table even if you weren’t the
one who made the mess. Sometimes the
social issues in our commun​ities are not
directly affecting us or are not caused by us
but helping eradicate the struggle for those
around us makes our community a better
place just like picking up trash even if it’s
not ours makes our air cleaner, our life
better, and our space much more desirable
and safe to live in.

Implic​ations

State: Implic​ations are the potential conseq​‐
uences of our actions.

 

Implic​ations (cont)

Elaborate: Consid​ering implic​ations during
the decision making process allows us
consider the potential conseq​uences of our
choices so we can make better informed
decisions. This also prevents us from
making mistakes or decisions that we might
regret later on. As critical thinkers, when we
are faced with complex problems and we
then find the solutions to these problems, it
is important to consider what will happen
when we act on these solutions. Who will be
affected? are there any unexpected
outcomes? These are important questions
to ask during the decision making process.

Exemplify: In “what the eyes don’t see”, Dr.
Mona often struggles with her past decision
to tell the parents of her patients that the
water in Flint was safe to use and drink. Of
course, this was before she was aware of
the water crisis and that the water was in
fact not safe. There’s no way she could
have known but as soon as she was aware
of the suspicions she did her research. Very
extensive research on the changing of the
water supply, corrosion, and past water
crisis. She then considered the implic​ations
of her decision to tell them that the water
was fine. When she decided that she had
enough inform​ation to confid​ently make a
decision on what to do, she was faced with
another issue. She hadn’t considered what
telling the patients would mean, many of
them could not afford to switch to water
bottles or didn’t have transp​ort​ation or the
means to simply get water from somewhere
else.
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Implic​ations (cont)

Illustr​ate​:When thinking of implic​ations
Newton’s third law comes to mind. His third
law states that for every action in nature
there is an equal and opposite reaction.
Metaph​ori​cally speaking all of our decisions
have a sort of cause and effect relati​onship
with something else. Whether it be that our
words or actions hurt someone’s feelings or
we decide to text while driving and get in a
wreck with another driver. Consid​ering
implic​ations can strengthen relations with
others and help us make better informed
decisions.

Assump​tions

State: Assump​tions are thoughts or opinions
that affect our decision making and cause
us to make precon​ceived notions.

Elaborate: Assump​tions and implicit bias go
hand in hand. These are thoughts or
statements that are said with little to no
thinking about the reason they exist or
whether they are true or not. We all have
biases and sometimes make assump​tions
that are unfair. Stereo​types and misinf​orm​‐
ation often conjure assump​tions because
proof is not always readily available to us in
the decision making process. By asking
questions like what inform​ation is being left
out or what assump​tions have led me to this
conclu​sion, we can identify schemas that
cloud our judgement.

 

Assump​tions (cont)

Exemplify: It is impossible for us to
completely stop making assump​tions, it’s
human nature, it’s one of the many way our
brain makes connec​tions. Sometimes
making assump​tions (espec​ially too often)
can halt progre​ssive ideas and actions for
change. For example, in the critical reading
text “Learning past the hate” (pg. 106), the
author explains how mass media was used
to paint the picture of white male authors
works no longer being taught in schools to
instill public outrage. This misinf​orm​ation
comes from the assumption that wanting
diversity and inclusion in certain spaces
means that there is a want to replace the
people who currently occupy this space.
Which is just not the case, assump​tions like
these are made by jumping to conclu​sions
and simply not listening to and unders​‐
tanding the call for change.

Illustrate: This artwork by Andrew
Fairclough is the perfect illust​ration of
assump​tions. The best way to challenge
unfair assump​tions that we may make on a
daily basis is look within ourselves and
reflect on biases or anything that could be
blocking us from thinking critic​ally. Isaac
Asimov says “Your assump​tions are your
windows on the world. Scrub them off every
once in a while, or the light won't come in”.
Assump​tions hinder our intell​ectual
potential, when we close our minds off to
challenges and critical thinking, we close
our minds to learning and exploring the
world.

Artist’s instagram @Kindr​ed_​studio

 

Assump​tions Artwork by Andrew Fairclough

Clarity

State: Clarity is being able to effect​ively
articulate thoughts and ideas.

Elaborate: Clarity allows us to evaluate
inform​ation by determ​ining if the inform​‐
ation is sound. Clarity also allows us to
clearly identify the problem at hand in order
to come up with the best solution. Being
able to clearly articulate is important as
critical thinkers because it allows us to take
one idea and adapt it for more many
audiences to unders​tand. Implem​enting
clarity also ensures the quality of our
thinking by making us check for errors and
ways we could make our thinking more
clear and concrete.

Exemplify: An article from psyche.co written
by Tom Ghatfield illumi​nates the benefits of
clarity and clear thinking. Through clarity we
can not only identify what we really think
and mean but also find ways to effect​ively
share what we think with other people. The
article talks about the importance of taking a
pause, setting out the essentials for the line
of thought, and opening a dialogue in clear
thinking. All of these tips were beneficial to
him as a tech philos​opher and critical
thinker.

Source: https:​//p​syc​he.c​o/​gui​des​/ho​w-t​o-t​‐
hin​k-c​lea​rly​-to​-im​pro​ve-​und​ers​tan​din​g-a​‐

nd-​com​mun​ication
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Clarity (cont)

Illustrate: To illustrate clarity, imagine being
tasked with explaining your thoughts at five
different levels: child, teen, college student,
graduate student, and expert. To do this
takes clarity, even if you are not an expert
at what you are thinking or discus​sing, using
clarity will allow you to lay out your thinking
by evaluating why you think this way, and
what inform​ati​on/​evi​dence is there to
support your thinking. In this scenario,
clarity will also serve as a roadmap of how
to present your thinking to different
audiences.

Evaluating Inform​ation

State: Evaluating Inform​ation is identi​fying
different types of authority and misinf​orm​‐
ation that is used to mislead.

Elaborate: One of the dangers of inform​‐
ation overload is cognitive disson​ance,
where we are constantly being presented
with inform​ation that challenges our
worldview and sometimes we tend to reject
that inform​ation. On the other hand, inform​‐
ation that confirms or is aligned with our
world view is sometimes easily accepted
without consid​ering the validity of that
inform​ation. Evaluating inform​ation allows
us to carefully examine authority and where
our inform​ation comes from. For example,
fact checking can challenge the validity of
the inform​ation and potential biases.

 

Evaluating Inform​ation (cont)

Exemplify: If you ask people in academia
“where’s the best place to get factual
inform​ation?” the answers will vary but
among those answers will be scholarly peer
reviewed journals. Due to the peer revision
process a lot of the claims made in
scholarly texts are fact checked and it’s
impossible for anything to be published
without proper references to track the
source of inform​ation. Hegewisch and
Hartmann’s Occupa​tional Segreg​ation
(2014) paper is a good example of
evaluating inform​ation because it reads like
a literature review as the authors review the
existing conver​sation about occupa​tional
segreg​ation, identify flawed arguments, and
errors in existing research before recomm​‐
ending their solutions. To an extent, when
we are presented with inform​ation we
should all do literature reviews to determine;
who is supplying this inform​ation, what’s
their motive, what type of authority is
present, and what are some potential
biases from this source. Doing so will allow
us to get a full picture before we decide to
reject or accept this inform​ation.

Illustrate: This art work by Leon Zernitsky
titled “Global market and techno​logy”
(2016), is a good illust​ration of evaluating
inform​ation as the woman in the artwork is
navigating her way around the loads of
inform​ation around her.

Artwork: https:​//f​ine​art​ame​ric​a.c​om/​fea​tur​‐
ed/​glo​bal​-ma​rke​t-a​nd-​tec​hno​log​y-l​eon​-ze​‐

rni​tsk​y.html

“Global market and techno​logy” - Zernitsky

 

Voice

State: Voice is commun​icating something of
importance or showing advocacy in a way
that can be heard.

Elaborate: Voice is the ability to be heard by
others. As critical thinkers, voice is needed
to find to solutions to problems such as
margin​ali​zation. Through voice we can
determine where power is limited and who
has a stronger voice in society. There are
many ways to use your voice but the most
effective use of voice has considered
methods of delivery and access​ibility with
the goal of making yourself persuasive and
heard.

Exemplify: On september 16, a 22 year old
woman named Mahsa Amini was arrest in
Iran by the morality police in Tehran for
wearing her hijab “incor​rec​tly”. While in
police custody Mahsa died under
mysterious circum​stance, it is speculated
that she was killed by police. According to
the author​ities Mahas suffered a heart
attack while at the detention center but
witnesses have stated that Mahsa was
beaten by police on the way to the
detention center. Since Mahsa’s death
Iranians all over the country have begun to
protest. “death to the oppressor, be it the
shah or the supreme leader!” What’s being
protested isn’t islamic practice but the
oppressive regime imposed by the Iranian
govern​ment. Protests are one of the most
common use of voice, and sometimes the
most effective. This is an example of
thousands of people commun​icating or
advocating for something or importance to
them.

Source: https:​//t​ime.co​m/6​216​513​/ma​hsa​-
am​ini​-ir​an-​pro​tes​ts-​police/

By Chloe Adeniyi (Saint)
cheatography.com/saint/  

Not published yet.
Last updated 20th October, 2022.
Page 4 of 6.

 
Sponsored by CrosswordCheats.com
Learn to solve cryptic crosswords!
http://crosswordcheats.com

http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/saint/
http://www.cheatography.com/saint/cheat-sheets/conceptual-toolkit
http:
https://cheatography.com/uploads/saint_1666222207_information-leon-zernitsky.jpg
http:
http://www.cheatography.com/saint/
http://crosswordcheats.com


Conceptual Toolkit Cheat Sheet
by Chloe Adeniyi (Saint) via cheatography.com/159446/cs/34733/

Voice (cont)

Illustrate: This artwork titled “Human voice”
by Anands​waroop Manchiraju illust​rates
how different voices can come together in
unison to create a single voice. The artist’s
note: “The tongue can paint what your eyes
cannot see, human voices have the power
to set the emotional tone of an individual
and the society as a whole. It's important to
voice your thoughts, but let us voice positi​‐
vity. Let us think before we talk and
remember that our voice has the power to
make someone or break someone”. As
Americans, we are privileged to have the
ability to speak freely without fear of prosec​‐
ution or harm but speech is never really
free. Our voice is often times not free of
conseq​uences, sometimes protesting leads
to impris​onment or sometimes the way we
use our voice is harmful to others. It’s
important to think of the conseq​uences of
how we use our voice before we use it.

Artwork: https:​//w​ww.a​rt​maj​eur.co​m/e​n/a​‐
nan​dma​nch​ira​ju/​art​wor​ks/​140​528​63/​hum​‐

an-​voice

“Human voice” by Anands​waroop
Manchiraju

Margin​ality

State: Margin​ality is the reduced ability to
have your voice heard.

 

Margin​ality (cont)

Elabora​te:​Con​sid​ering margin​ality allows us
to asses where power is limited and who
has a bigger voice in society. Acknow​‐
ledging that margin​ality exists allows us to
solve complex problems caused by disenf​‐
ran​chi​sement like poverty, lack of access to
health​care, and education. Addressing
causes of margin​ality and assisting margin​‐
alized groups help society progress physic​‐
ally, econom​ically, mentally, and intell​ect​‐
ually.

Exemplify: The Introd​uction from Brewis and
Wutich’s “Lazy, Crazy, and Disgus​ting:
Stigma and the Undoing of Global Health”
discusses why stigma​tiz​ation occurs and
how it all stems from the human fear of
contagion and disease along with our
innate need to distance ourselves from
things that are deemed disgusting and
unwanted. “Stigma is used to control and
exploit commun​ities — used as a tool to
block access to quality healthcare and the
basic resources like food and water that are
needed to support health” (Brewis and
Wutich pg. 11). In this example, stigma is
used to purposely keep margin​alized
commun​ities like those living in poverty
disenf​ran​chised. As critical thinkers, we can
combat margin​ality by elimin​ating stigmas.

Illustrate: Margin​ality can be illust​rated with
the analogy of keeping people in boxes on
shelves. The shelves rank from bottom to
top shelf. Margin​alized groups are kept in a
box and prevented from moving up the
shelves. This means that no matter how
hard the people in the box work or how
determined they are to change their circum​‐
stance, there will still be forces preventing
them from escaping the box or ascending to
another shelf.

 

Citize​nship

State: Citize​nship is the partic​ipation and
engagement in a community, culture, or
society.

Elaborate: Citize​nship isn’t just about the
literal sense of belonging to a country or
territory. Citize​nship is more about the
rights and respon​sib​ilities that are given to
you as a member of society. For example,
as a citizen we are provided with public
transp​ort​ation, welfare, and public health
policy to make our lives easier but, as
citizens we also have the respon​sib​ility to
actively partic​ipate in the democratic
process by voting, pay taxes, or do our part
in the courts by attending jury duty. Citize​‐
nship isn’t just about what you can
contribute but also about what you
represent, whether that be a specific
community or social group within society.

Exemplify: Citize​nship allows us to carefully
and sympat​het​ically consider the different
viewpoints and experi​ences of groups within
a society. For example, American Samoa
became an uninco​rpo​rated and unorga​nized
territory of the United States in 1900.
Recently, the U.S supreme court rejected
an appeal to take the case of Fitisemanu v.
U.S. concerning American Samoan citize​‐
nship rights. In this case three American
Samoans living in Utah requested that the
court declare American Samoans U.S
citizens. The plaintiffs argued that a law that
makes American Samoans “nationals but
not citizens for the United States at birth” is
uncons​tit​uti​onal.

Illustrate: The best way to illustrate citize​‐
nship is to show the diversity of people
coming together to exercise the rights and
respon​sib​ilities provided with being a partic​‐
ipant in society. This artwork by Claire
Williams titled “Colours of the NHS” does
that perfectly.
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Citize​nship (cont)

Artwork: https:​//c​ard​iff​and​val​e.a​rt/​202​1/1​0/2​‐
0/a​rtw​ork​-su​ppo​rti​ng-​equ​ali​ty-​div​ers​ity​-an​d-

i​ncl​usi​on-​for​-all/

Claire Williams – "​Colours of the NHS"
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