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GetUp! (Vromen &GetUp! (Vromen &
Coleman, 2013)Coleman, 2013)

Enviro​nmental Protest and the ChangingEnviro​nmental Protest and the Changing
Landscape of Popular Contention inLandscape of Popular Contention in
China (Stein​hardt & Wu, 2016)China (Stein​hardt & Wu, 2016)

- GetUp! uses storyt​‐
elling to contrast their
campai​gning approach
with tradit​ional, party
based politics (96)(96)

- Combing through and comparing these
episodes, the study identifies substa​ntial
deviations from the earlier protest
repertoire in four dimens​ion​s—b​roa​‐
dened protest consti​tue​ncies, mobili​‐
zation for public goods, a proactive and
preventive strategy, and a mutual rein-
forcement of street mobili​zation and
policy advocacy (63)(63)

- Rather than conceive of
themselves as disruptive
protestors or insider
lobbyists, GetUp!’s
autobi​ogr​aphical sorry
aligns their causes with
indepe​ndent will of the
people, whose personal
stories justify GetUp!’s
mission to bring “power
to the people” on progre​‐
ssive issues

- What unites these changes in the very
nature of protests is that the scope of
partic​ipants and sphere of ac- tion have
been substa​ntially expanded. From a
watershed event in Xiamen, where social
elites and large numbers of citizens
joined forces on a one-off basis, the new
action repertoire has evolved to incorp​‐
orate more substa​ntial involv​ement and
sustained policy advocacy by nongov​‐
ern​mental organi​zations (NGOs)

 

6 (cont)6 (cont)

- Storyt​elling, then,
underpins multi-​issue
campaigns in an
online enviro​nment
by linking personal
stories to campai​‐
gning organi​zations
and broader
movements for
change.

- After the forceful repression of the
Tian’anmen movement, the intell​ect​ual-led
and idealistic repertoire of contention of the
1980s came to an end.12 A form of
collective resistance that centered on
everyday grievances came to the
foreground in the early 1990s and ushered
in a new stage of contention in China (64)(64)

- The use of
individual stories and
concerns attempts to
legitimize rapid
organi​zat​ional shifts
from one issue to
another as being the
basis of member
demands.

- First, narrow protest consti​tue​nciesnarrow protest consti​tue​ncies : until
the new protest repertoire emerged, almost
all of the protests in China have been
“cellular” and relatively small, staged in the
name of separate and narrow consti​tue​‐
ncies that are linked through pre- existing
social ties in villages, factories, and reside​‐
ntial compounds or ethnic identity
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6 (cont)6 (cont)

- As opposed to the
reality which is that
GetUp!’s campaign
decision making is
predom​inantly top-down
and based on strategic
assess​ments of likely
policy influence.

- Second, exclusive mobilizingexclusive mobilizing
grievancesgrievances: before the new repertoire
arose, the shared discontent that
propelled people into collective action
almost always hinged predom​inantly on
factors bearing on protes​ters’ immedi​ate​‐
—fr​equ​ently moneta​ry—​int​erests. The
outcomes of successful cases of this type
of resist​ance, such as compen​sation for
requis​itioned or polluted farmland or
damaged health, restor​ation of reside​ntial
and property rights, or better pay or better
working conditions in a factory, have
usually been restricted to the members of
the protest consti​tue​ncies (64-65)(64-65)

- That analogous storyt​‐
elling strategies are
shared across all of
these online campai​‐
gning organi​zat​ions,
and are used to engage
citizens in online
actions, raise money,
and foster mobili​zation
for community campai​‐
gning, suggests further
study is needed to
understand the
networks in which
online campai​gning
organi​zations are now
operating… (95)(95)

- Third, ex post facto resistanceex post facto resistance: protests
since the 1990s have typically sought
compen​sation, or nominal retros​pective
justice, for a contro​versial act that had not
only already occurred but often also had
resulted in signif​icant personal harm (65)(65)

 

6 (cont)6 (cont)

- Despite a policy outcome similar to
the one they had advocated,
GetUp!’s climate campaign did not
achieve the level of member or public
mobili​zation achieved by the mental
health campaign. The advers​arial
tactics they used can be partly
attributed to climate change having
become an increa​singly polarized
issue in Australian political debate
and public opinion, in a way that
mental heath has not.

- Fourth, the separation ofseparation of
protest and policyprotest and policy
advocacyadvocacyinst: parall​eling the
increase of “mass incide​‐
nts,” policy advocacy efforts
to change state behavior
have also been on the rise,
led by elites such as journa​‐
lists, academics, NGO
officials, en- trepre​neurs,
and even reform​-minded
government officials.

Enviro​nmental Protest and theEnviro​nmental Protest and the
Changing Landscape of PopularChanging Landscape of Popular
Contention in China (Stein​hardt &Contention in China (Stein​hardt &
Wu, 2016)Wu, 2016)

- In addition to the large
protest turnout, the
preventive nature of resist​‐
ance, and the unusual
outcome, what most distin​‐
guished this from the
majority of protests at the
time was its broad consti​‐
tuency. Protesters claimed
to speak not for a nar- row
subset of citizens, but for the
general public of this major
city (67)(67)
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6 (cont)6 (cont)

- “Nanjing Wutong Tree
Salvation” - The incident
stood out precisely
because the trees had no
signif​icant material
impact on their private
lives or posses​sions. The
phoenix trees were
perceived as being a
symbol of Nanjing with an
intangible value that
belonged to the public
(70)(70)

- Thus, while mo- bilizing grievances
were obviously mixed, it is evident that
what spurred thou- sands of people to
the streets went substa​ntially beyond
exclusive concerns of a narrow subset
of the popula​tion. Those who took part
in the protest did so for issues that could
affect not only themselves and the
people they knew person- ally but also
millions of unknown fellow Xiamen
citizens and the future of the entire city
(68)(68)

99

The Welfare State and Gender Equality (Bergq​vist, 2015)The Welfare State and Gender Equality (Bergq​vist, 2015)

- The Swedish welfare state has explicitly been designed with the
goal to increase gender equality. In this individual earner​-carer model
women as well as men are encouraged and expected to be breadw​‐
inners as well as caregivers (1)

- Sweden has introduced policies such as an income​-re​lated
parental leave benefit and publicly funded child care services
available for all children. The parental leave lasts for more than a
year and can be shared by the parents as they like, but at least two
of the months have to be taken by the father and two by the mother
otherwise they are lost (2)

- Women are still doing the major part of unpaid care work, take up
most of the parental leave, and have fewer opport​unities to pursue a
career. In addition, the labor market is gender​-se​gre​gated, and
women, especially mothers of small children, work part-time to ease
the burden they have of taking care of the family. An example of
gender segreg​ation in the labor market is that hardly any men work
in the child care and elderly care sectors. Men also dominate in
leadership positions in business, in univer​sities, and in society in
general (Stati​stics Sweden 2012)

 

9 (cont)9 (cont)

-In the Riksdag (the parlia​ment) and in the government we find
roughly the same number of women and men. Hard work from,
among others, the political parties’ women’s sections as well as
recom​ mendations from the parties to nominate more women explain
the compar​atively high share of women in politics (Sainsbury 2005;
Bergqvist, Olsson Blandy, and Sainsbury 2007).

- Some critics of the persisting inequa​lities, however, claim that they
are the result of the expansion of a generous welfare state of the
Swedish type, as women will mainly work in public sector jobs that
pay less than jobs in the private sector. The long parental leaves
encourage mothers to abstain from the labor market for a long time
and thereby hurt women’s career opport​uni​ties. This has been
referred to as the “welfare state paradox” (Mandel and Semyonov
2006)

- Others claim that this critique ignores the gen​ der-eq​ual​izing effects
of having most women partic​ipate in the labor market and point out
that the women-​dom​inated public sector employment in general
offers very good working conditions and that the gender wage gap is
lower than in other welfare state regimes. Ac​ cording to this claim,
the persisting gender inequa​lities cannot be explained by the poli​‐
cies as such; on the contrary, the Swedish welfare state has
increased class as well as gender equality (Korpi 2000; Korpi,
Ferrarini, and Englund 2013)

- A fundam​ental question for gender analysts of welfare states is
whether welfare states can promote gender equality. In 1987 Helga
Maria Hernes coined the concept of the woman-​fri​endly welfare state
and claimed that the Scandi​navian social democratic wel​ fare state
has come further than other welfare states in making equality
between the sex​ es possible. Her vision was that: 
"A woman-​fri​endly state would not force harder choices on women
than on men, or permit unjust treatment on the basis of sex. In a
woman-​fri​endly state women will continue to have children, yet there
will also be other roads to self-r​eal​ization open to them. In such a
state women will not have to choose futures that demand greater
sacrifices from them than are expected of men. It would be, in short,
a state where injustice on the basis of gender would be largely
eliminated without an increase in other forms of inequa​lity, such as
among groups of women." (Hernes 1987: 15) (3)

By rajiabrahamrajiabraham

cheatography.com/rajiabraham/

 

Published 3rd November, 2021.
Last updated 4th November, 2021.
Page 3 of 9.  

Sponsored by Readable.comReadable.com
Measure your website readability!
https://readable.com

http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/rajiabraham/
http://www.cheatography.com/rajiabraham/cheat-sheets/2202-quotes
http://www.cheatography.com/rajiabraham/
https://readable.com


2202 Quotes Cheat Sheet
by rajiabraham via cheatography.com/99372/cs/29657/

9 (cont)9 (cont)

- Much of the recent feminist literature on the welfare state employs a
framework in which social and labor market policies are considered
in terms of their support for the male breadw​inner model versus the
individual model (also referred to as the individual earner​-carer
model) (Sainsbury 1994, 1996). These models are premised on the
idea that gender relations are embedded in tax, social, labor, and
family policies (4)

- In all welfare states, as we know them today, there is a general
pattern where women have more substa​ntial care obliga​tions than
men. Women do un​ paid work in the household and take care of
children and the elderly to a higher degree than men. However, the
pattern takes different shapes in different welfare states accord​ ing to
how social arrang​ements and policies are constr​ucted. For example
the design of social policies, especially family policies, has an impact
on the material situation of fami​ lies with children, and family policies
also influence women and men’s decisions about how to reconcile
work and family. To exemplify, public support for good, afford​able,
and generally available child care for small children enables mothers
to partic​ipate in the la​ bor market, while a care allowance paid to
stay-a​t-home mothers encourages mothers to abstain from the labor
market

- The develo​pment of social policies in Sweden fits in with theories
about postmodern values and indivi​dua​liz​ation processes showing
that tradit​ional social structures of class, gender, religion, and family
are changing and even withering away (Beck and Beck-G​ern​sheim
2001; Inglehart and Norris 2003). These theories predict that gender
equality and the relati​onship between fathers and their children will
become more important in the postin​dus​trial world (Gid​ dens 1998;
Ahlberg, Roman, and Duncan 2008) (5)

- The issue of working mother​s/m​arried women is an illust​rative case
of how different ide​ol​ogies about gender shaped legisl​ation in the
early phase of welfare state develo​pment. During the 1920s and
1930s, many countries simply imposed bans, prohib​iting married
women from working (Frangeur 1999). The reason for the ban was
that married women should be financ​ially provided for by their
husbands. If they partic​ipated in the labor mar​ ket they were seen as
bad wives/​mothers who took jobs from male breadw​inners. (5)

- In con​trast to Sweden’s neighbor country Norway, Sweden did not
take that path. When Swe​den in 1925 introduced a law that granted
women (almost) the same rights as men to em​plo​yment in the civil
service, Norway introduced a curtail decision on married women’s
employment opport​uni​ties.

 

9 (cont)9 (cont)

- The effect of the curtail decision on married women’s employ​​ment
opport​uni​ties, in terms of dismissal rate, or not being hired, does not
appear to have been great overall, but it was of great symbolic and
ideolo​gical signif​icance in terms of supporting and mainta​ining a
male breadw​inner ideology in Norway (Leira 1992)

- The increase of fathers’ share of parental leave has been rather
slow and in 1990 only 7 percent of the days were taken by men.4
After the introd​uction of ear​ marked months, fathers’ leave has
increased from 12 percent in 2000 to 24 percent in 2011 (Stati​stics
Sweden 2012). Thus, there is still a large gap between mothers’ and
fa​ thers’ take up of the leave. However, it is worth pointing out that
almost all fathers take some leave. Sweden’s position is rather
unique: outside the Nordic countries it is still somewhat unusual to
find such a high proportion of children being looked after by fathers
on parental leave (10)

- The develo​pment in the child care sector has to a large extent
facili​tated the possib​ility for mothers to recon​ cile care and work
obliga​tions. It has also evened out class differ​ences between
children from different socioe​conomic groups. According to intern​‐
ational compar​isons, the stan​dard of early childhood care and
education is very high in Sweden with univer​sit​y-t​rained staff and
rather small groups of children (10-11)

- Many feminists (women as well as men) see individu​ alized
parental leave policies as very important in promoting gender
equality. In contrast to most other gender equality policies this kind of
policy put the pressure on men to change. Sweden has taken a step
toward indivi​dua​liz​ation by earmarking two months for the father and
two for the mother, while the remaining eleven months can be shared
as the couple like (11)

- The basic idea underlying shared parental leave can be viewed as
that of evening out the conseq​uences that unequal gender relati​‐
onships have for women’s and men’s op​ portun​ities, e.g. advancing
at work. If an employer, for example, had to assume there was an
equal probab​ility that a father of young children would take as much
leave as a moth​ er, it would likely have conseq​uences for workplace
organi​zation and percep​tions of gen​der (12)

- On the whole, job security is strong in Sweden, but even so the
long periods of absence affect women’s careers, wages, pensions,
etc. It is therefore something of a paradox that the Social Democrats,
known for their egalit​arian ideals and women-​fri​endly welfare state,
have been so reluctant to indivi​dualize parental leave
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The Decons​oli​dation of Democracy (Corbett, 2020)The Decons​oli​dation of Democracy (Corbett, 2020)

he upshot then, if we are to take the lessons of these recent books
seriously, is that democracy is a far more contingent regime type
than previously presumed. (186)

In making this claim, Mounk sounds a lot like one of the most avid
chroni​clers of democ- racy, John Keane (2010; cf. Chou, 2013), who
observed that when faced with crisis, democ- racies are just as likely
to commit ‘democide’ as they are to innovate and adapt (for discus​‐
sion, see Chou, 2011). There are no pre-co​ndi​tions for ‘democide’
because existing paradigms, tied as they are to the normative
democracy promotion agenda, cannot conceive of democracy as
anything other than the ‘end of history’

Indeed, the pre-co​ndi​tions paradigm may have made us overly
confident that ‘real’ democracy – the type found in the United States,
Europe and parts of the antipodes – is unas- sailable because it
meets all of the necessary requir​ements: these democr​acies are rich,
have high levels of education, a cultural and historical legacy of
respecting democratic instit​utions and the rule of law, stable party
systems and are located in regions of democr​acies (for review, see
Haggard and Kaufman, 2016). If the pre-co​ndi​tions argument is
correct, then the presence of these factors alone should ensure that
democracy could not fail.

The importance of these ‘pre-c​ond​itions’ was confirmed in studies
that charted the rise of ‘illib​eral’ democr​acies (Zakaria, 1997) and
‘compe​titive author​ita​rians’ (Levitsky and Way, 2002) over the last
two decades. Put simply, democr​ati​sation had stalled in develop- ing
countries, because not enough of the pre-co​ndi​tions had been met.
(185)

Elsewhere, including Central and Eastern Europe or Asia, the claim is
that populist leaders like Erdoğan, Orbán or Duterte have taken
advantage of contexts in which democratic norms and values were
weak to begin with (e.g. Dawson and Hanley, 2016). In which case,
the trend towards a global crisis is much less compelling than it first
appears and we should be more cautious in our assess​ments. (184)

77

Populism & 2 faces of democracy (Canovan, 1999)Populism & 2 faces of democracy (Canovan, 1999)

- Populists see themselves as true democrats, voicing popular
grievances and opinions system​ati​cally ignored by govern​ments,
mainstream parties and the media. Many of them favour `direct
democracy' ± political decision making by referendum and popular
initia​tive. Their professed aim is to cash in democr​acy's promise of
power to the people (2)(2)

 

7 (cont)7 (cont)

- ...that democracy as we know it has two faces a redemp​tive' and 
a pragmatic' face ± and that their coexis​tence is a constant spur to
populist mobili​zation. My conclusion will be that instead of being a
symptom of `backw​ard​ness' that might be outgrown,2 populism is a
shadow cast by democracy itself (2-3)(2-3)

- Populism in modern democratic societies is best seen as an appeal to
`the people' against both the establ​ished structure of power and the
dominant ideas and values of the society. This structural feature in turn
dictates popul- ism's charac​ter​istic legiti​mating framework, political style
and mood. Each of these points needs some elabor​ation before we take
up the paper's central theme (3)(3)

- It is generally agreed that populist movements are (as Paul Taggart puts
it) `of the people but not of the system'.4 They involve some kind of revolt
against the establ​ished structure of power in the name of the people.
Within democratic systems that often means an attack on the establ​ished
parties

- But anti-s​ystem mobili​zation is not enough by itself to identify populist
politics, for that descri​ption would also take in the `new social moveme​‐
nts', generally acknowl- edged to be something else.6 The crucial
di�erence is that while both are anti- system, populism challenges not
only establ​ished power-​holders but also elite values

- ...merely that what makes them populist is their reaction to the structure
of power. The values that are populist also vary according to context,
depending upon the nature of the elite and the dominant political discourse
(4)(4)

- It was only in the 1940s that American populist discourse began a mig
ration from Left to Right'10 that pitted the people' against
a new liberal elite. In both cases, what was involved was the mobili​zation
of interests and opinions that were perceived by their adherents as being
neglected by those in power despite being the concerns of the
mainstream

- Populism is not just a reaction against power structures but an appeal to
a recognized authority. Populists claim legitimacy on the grounds that they
speak for the people: that is to say, they claim to represent the democratic
sovereign, not a sectional interest such as an economic class

3 different senses in populist discourse (5)3 different senses in populist discourse (5)
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7 (cont)7 (cont)

- ...the united people...the united people, the nation or country, as against the parties
and factions that divide it. A typical example is the slogan, "​United
We Stand", used by Ross Perot in campai​gning for the US presid​‐
ency. A vision of `the people' as a united body implies impatience
with party strife, and can encourage support for strong leadership
where a charis​matic individual is available to personify the interests
of the nation.

- ...the appeal to our peopleour people, often in the sense of our ethnic kith and
kin. Where the previous appeal is integr​ative (at any rate in form),
this one is divisive, distin​gui​shing our people from those who do not
belong - alien immigr​ants, for example

- ...mob​ili​zation of ..."​ord​inary people​""​ord​inary people​"  against the privil​eged, highly
educated, cosmop​olitan elite. Populists in establ​ished democr​acies
claim that they speak for the "​silent majori​ty" of "​ord​inary, decent
people​", whose interests and opinions are (they claim) regularly
overridden by arrogant elites, corrupt politi​cians and strident
minorities

Populist style of politicsPopulist style of politics

- Populist appeals to the people are charac​ter​ist​ically couched in a
style that is "​dem​ocr​ati​c" in the sense of being aimed at ordinary
people

- Populists love transp​arency and distrust mystif​ica​tion: they
denounce backroom deals, shady compro​mises, compli​cated
proced​ures, secret treaties, and techni​cal​ities that only experts can
unders​tand. The politics of coalit​ion​-bu​ilding is evidently open to
populist attack on these sorts of grounds, while European Union
politics is a sitting duck. Populists claim that all this complexity is a
self-s​erving racket perpet​uated by profes​sional politi​cians, and that
the solutions to the problems ordinary people care about are essent​‐
ially simple (6)(6)

- ....de​mocracy as we know it is liberal democracy and that populism
is dangerous because it is illiberal (7)(7)

88

The Politics of European UnionThe Politics of European Union
Migration Governance Migration Governance (Geddes,(Geddes,
2018)2018)

COVID-19 response inCOVID-19 response in
unitary state (Hartley et al.,unitary state (Hartley et al.,
n.d.)n.d.)

 

8 (cont)8 (cont)

- Four dimensions of potential
change in EU migration
governance were identi​fied. First,
was change in unders​tanding of
the underlying drivers of
migration. Here we saw the con-
tinuation in 2017 of longer
standing concern about large-​‐
scale migration flows to the EU
dating back to the end of the Cold
War and its impact at that time on
the develo​pment of the
Maastricht Treaty (128)

- It is difficult to assess effect​‐
iveness on the political
dimension given the absence of
electoral compet​ition in
Vietnam. However, there is
some evi- dence of general trust
in government and public
support for measures introd​‐
uced,7 sustained in part by
consis​tent, targeted, and
credible commun​ication
throughout the pandemic (163)

- Second, policy change is
marked either by the density of
outputs or their focus. On the
former count, it is the case that
there is an increa​singly more
complex web of EU outputs
intera​cting with the immi- gration
and asylum systems of the
member states. On the latter
count, there has been a
consistent focus on external
borders and measures on
irregular migration and asylum
that dates back to at least the late
1990s

- It is approp​riate to note where
Vietnam’s COVID-19 response
challenges and other shortc​‐
omings still exist. First, hospitals
and healthcare providers should
continue to be incent​ivized to
maintain diligence and observe
protocols and proced​ures, a
challe​nging task to maintain
over time given the resources
needed and the pressure to
relax amidst extended periods of
successful contai​nment (163-
164)

- Third, change in the partic​ipants
in EU migration govern​ance.
Again, we can see a much more
densely populated field with, for
example, almost all Di- rectorate
Generals within the European
Commission now devoting staff
and resources to migration issues

- Second, the type of weak
governance capacities charac​‐
ter​izing many middle​-income
countries (Rani, Nusrat, and
Hawken 2012; Block and Mills
2003) may surface in the course
of Vietnam’s response to future
outbreaks; an example is a
case, already mentioned, in
which two dozen people were
able to evade quarantine when
crossing the land border (164)
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8 (cont)8 (cont)

- Finally, and an area where
change has been partic​ularly
profound, are the politics of
migration govern​ance. Migration
has been a high salience issue in
many EU member states and
seems likely to remain a key
concern. The Visegrad group of
member states (Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia) has
found a new ally in an Austrian
government contain- ing the far-
right Freedom Party. Attitudes to
immigr​ation and European integr​‐
ation are also seen to have
coalesced into a new ‘trans​nat​ional’
cleavage with potent​ially powerful
struct​uring effects on European
party politics. (128-129)

- Third, while sustained
economic growth and low
infection count have helped
strengthen the govern​ment’s
legiti​macy, it is uncertain how
long personally restri​ctive and
econom​ically burdensome
measures will be perceived by
the public as reasonable and
fair- Third, while sustained
economic growth and low
infection count have helped
strengthen the govern​ment’s
legiti​macy, it is uncertain how
long personally restri​ctive and
econom​ically burdensome
measures will be perceived by
the public as reasonable and
fair

 

8 (cont)8 (cont)

 - Finally, there is the possib​ility that hospitals are not thorough in
ordering testing for patients with possible COVID- 19 symptoms.
This is one of the factors that led to the aforem​ent​ioned Da Nang
out- break, as some early cases exhibited symptoms but doctors
were unduly optimistic about the country’s contai​nment and thus did
not order tests. These challenges range from the high-level and
broad to the micro-​level and manage​rial. Despite Vietnam’s
success, it is crucial for the country not to lose focus – even as
contai​nment and mitiga- tion efforts grow more costly and inconv​‐
enient and measures are undertaken to re-start the economy (e.g.
relaxing mask mandates and allowing intern​ational travel).

99

Cashless Debit Card in the East Kimberley (Klein & Razi, 2018)Cashless Debit Card in the East Kimberley (Klein & Razi, 2018)

- The logic of the Cashless Debit Card, and income management
more broadly, has developed in conjun​ction with other policy initia​‐
tives. It is connected with the rise of patern​alism as part of the
neoliberal turn of Australian social and economic policy (102)

- the Cashless Debit Card indivi​dua​lises and depoli​ticises unempl​‐
oyment and poverty as it is based on fraught assump​tions about
First Nations employment and unempl​oyment that blame low
employment rates on ‘bad behavi​our’. It thereby increases hardship
on the lives of those subjected to the card, and is a mechanism to
empower Australian capitalism and settler coloni​alism. (84)
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9 (cont)9 (cont)

- New Income Management (NIM) was introduced across the
Northern Territory in 2010, replacing the initial NTER income
management program and to reinstate the Racial Discri​min​ation Act.
The NIM also broadened from the racially targeted regime to include
non- First Nations people. Regard​less, 90.2% on NIM in the Northern
Territory in 2013 were First Nations people (85)

- In 2014, the final results of an Australian government commis​sioned
evaluation of NIM in the Northern Territory were released. This
evaluation showed that despite the $AU410.5 million dollars spent on
NIM, the results revealed no difference in achieving the desired
outcomes

- Both of the initial trial sites impact First Nations people dispro​por​tio​‐
nately – this is despite government rhetoric that the CDC is not a
specific racialised measure. Specif​ically, 75% of partic​ipants in the
Ceduna trial, and 80% in the East Kimberley trial are First Nations
peoples (ORIMA Research 2017).1 Through compul​sorily including
people in the trial, the government denied a choice for people to
refrain from involv​ement. (86)

-These aims suggest four assump​tions underp​inning the Cashless
Debit Card. First, that there is an implicit nexus between unempl​‐
oyment and excessive use of alcohol, illegal drugs or gambling.
Second, that behavi​ours, norms and aspira​tions of all people
receiving welfare (other than the Age Pension and Veteran Payment)
are currently proble​matic and need to change. Third, that a
community panel presiding over trial partic​ipants would be effective
(in practice, this panel allowed people who were put on the card to
present a case to govern​men​t-s​elected community repres​ent​atives to
reduce the amount quaran​tined from 80% down to 50%, but not take
people off the card). Fourth, that the punitive approach of the CDC
will be able to address addictions to illegal drugs, gambling (even
though there are no poker machines in East Kimberley) and alcohol
and create the behaviour change government desires. (87-88)

- These assump​tions also suggest that any dysfun​ction that may be
present is primarily a behavi​oural problem of the indivi​dual, rather
than a result of various comple​xities such as the lack of formal
employment in the East Kimberley and other sites (88)

- It suggests that by getting the economic incent​ive​/di​sin​centive
structure right, these people’s behaviour will ‘improve’ to be at a level
consistent with and acceptable to neoliberal norms

- The perception that the overuse of alcohol, illegal drugs and
gambling are caused by excessive access to cash is concep​tually
flawed. People in our study report that, before being forced onto the
card, they were able to manage their money (90)

 

9 (cont)9 (cont)

- Of the 51 people on the card interv​iewed, most people reported that
their biggest cause of poverty was not behavi​oural or the misman​‐
agement of funds, but simply not having enough money. Further,
from the 35 interviews of people on the card, 31 people said the CDC
trial had made the management of their money harder

- Hunt noted that people subjected to the card found it hard to know
how much money was in their account, making it hard for them to
budget. For example, ‘55% of transa​ctions on the cards failed due to
insuff​icient funds...that is nearly 21,000 transa​ctions where people
were unable to purchase what they wanted’ (Hunt 2017: 5).

- ... less than 1% of failed transa​ctions were because people were
trying to use the card for prohibited items (Hunt 2017). (91

- The first way is that the CDC signals ongoing settler coloni​alism in
Australia. Settler coloni​alism is primarily concerned with the elimin​‐
ation of First Nations peoples off their land (Coulthard 2014; Veracini
2010; Wolfe 2006). Assimi​lation is a long-term strategy of elimin​ation
as those staying on country and resisting integr​ation are a threat to
liberal capita​lism’s need for unfettered access to land and territ​ori​ali​‐
sation (100)

- Continued territ​ori​ali​sation in the Kimberley is planned; the
Kimberley Develo​pment Commis​sion, Western Australian
government and Australian government all declaring vast economic
develo​pment plans which involve use of First Nations land, such as
for mining, agricu​ltural and pastoral indust​ries.

- Accumu​lation by dispos​session has been a fundam​ental aspect in
settler coloni​alism – the removal of First Nations peoples off their
land was essential to establish and maintain the nation and economy
(Wolfe 2006). In the case of the Cashless Debit Card, this accumu​‐
lation by dispos​session is not always through active removal from
land, but through punitive welfare which aims to shape the subjec​tiv​‐
ities of people in a way which is conducive to settler norms (and
capitalist expansion) (101)

- It works in conjun​ction with other processes of accumu​lation by
dispos​session that are simult​ane​ously underway including Native
Title laws that facilitate the watering down of land rights (Golder
2014; Watson 2009a), the pauper​ising and vilifi​cation of First Nations
agency and productive labour (Altman 2014), the defunding of
remote commun​ities to effect​ively encourage people off the land
(Howitt and McLean 2015), the underf​unding of cultur​ally- approp​‐
riate services and education to support language, kinship and healing
(Moret​on-​Rob​inson 2007; Watson 2009b), and the denial of sovere​‐
ignty and the freedom to self-d​ete​rmine (Moret​on-​Rob​inson 2007).
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9 (cont)9 (cont)

- The second way in which the CDC empowers capital is that the
card shows how subjec​tiv​ities are also the territory of accumu​lation
by dispos​ses​sion. Indue, the private company that has been
contracted by both the Department of Social Services and
Department of Human Services to build the technology and
administer the CDC, is at the forefront of a new industry accumu​‐
lating wealth on the basis of trying to engineer people's minds and
behaviours (101-02)
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