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Causes of the Witch Craze (cont) Causes of the Witch Craze (cont)

Overview: The Witch Craze, also known as
the European witch hunts, refers to a period
between the 15th and 18th centuries when
tens of thousands of people, primarily
women, were accused, tried, and executed
for witchcraft. The phenomenon was
marked by widespread panic, religious
fervor, and legal persecution across Europe
and later in the American colonies.

Scope and Impact: It is estimated that
between 40,000 and 60,000 people were
executed during the witch craze, with the
majority of the accused being women. The
witch hunts were most intense in regions
such as Germany, France, Switzerland,
Scotland, and parts of Scandinavia, but they
also occurred in England, Spain, Italy, and
the American colonies, notably in Salem,
Massachusetts.

Causes of the Witch Craze

Social Social Disruption: The late
and medieval and early modern
Economic periods were times of great
Factors social upheaval, including

wars, famines, plagues, and
economic crises. These disrup-
tions created an environment
of fear and uncertainty, in
which people sought
scapegoats for their misfor-
tunes.

Poverty and Marginalization:
Economic hardship, particularly
among women who were
widows, elderly, or otherwise
marginalized, led to increased
suspicion. These women were
often dependent on the
community's charity, making
them vulnerable to accusations
of witchcraft.
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Gender Roles and Misogyny:
The witch craze was deeply
rooted in the patriarchal
structure of society. Women
were often seen as more
susceptible to the Devil's
influence due to beliefs about
their supposed weaker nature,
sexuality, and inherent sinful-
ness. The stereotype of the
witch was frequently associated
with older, unmarried, or
widowed women who lived on

the fringes of society.

Religious The Reformation and Counter-
and Reformation: The Protestant
Ideolo- Reformation (1517) and the
gical Catholic Counter-Reformation
Factors (1545-1648) intensified

religious tensions across
Europe. Both Protestants and
Catholics sought to root out
heresy and believed that
witches were agents of the
Devil. The religious wars and
conflicts that followed the
Reformation contributed to a
climate of suspicion and fear,
where accusations of witchcraft
became tools for religious and
political control.

Belief in the Devil and Demonology:
Medieval and early modern Europe was
steeped in a belief in the supernatural,
where the Devil was seen as an active
force in the world. Witches were believed to
be in league with the Devil, engaging in
malevolent activities such as cursing crops,
causing illness, and participating in
sabbaths (ritual gatherings). The public-
ation of demonological treatises, such as
Heinrich Kramer and Jacob Sprenger's
Malleus Maleficarum (1487), provided a
theological and legal framework for identi-
fying and prosecuting witches. The Malleus
Maleficarum became a key text in witch
trials, promoting the idea that women were
more likely to be witches.
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Causes of the Witch Craze (cont)

Legal The Development of Legal
and Systems: As legal systems
Political became more centralized and
Factors  codified in the late medieval

period, witchcraft was increa-
singly defined as a serious crime,
punishable by death. Secular and
ecclesiastical courts both played
roles in prosecuting witchcraft.
The use of torture to extract
confessions was common,
leading to a high number of
convictions. Confessions were
often obtained under duress, with
accused witches implicating
others, leading to widespread
panics.

Political Instability and Centraliz-
ation: Political instability, such as
weak or contested leadership,
often coincided with periods of
intense witch hunting. Rulers and
authorities sometimes used witch
hunts to consolidate power or to
divert attention from political or
social issues. In regions where
central authority was weak, local
officials had greater autonomy,
leading to more frequent and
intense witch hunts, as seen in
the Holy Roman Empire.
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Phases of the Witch Craze

Early  Origins and Early Trials: The

Witch  earliest witch trials began in the
Hunts  15th century, particularly in areas
(c. of what is now Switzerland, France,
1450- and Germany. These trials were
1560) often localized and sporadic. Early

trials focused on charges of
maleficium (harmful magic), such
as causing storms, illness, or crop
failure.

The Role of the Inquisition: The
Roman Catholic Church's Inquis-
ition, which was originally establ-
ished to combat heresy, became
involved in witch trials, especially
in regions like Spain and ltaly.
However, in these areas, the witch
craze was less intense than in
Northern Europe.
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Phases of the Witch Craze (cont)

Height Intensification of Trials: The period
ofthe  from the late 16th to the mid-17th
Witch  century saw the peak of the witch
Craze craze, with large-scale hunts

(c. occurring across Europe. This
1560-  period coincided with the religious
1650) wars and the heightened fear of

the Devil. Notable witch hunts
during this time include the Trier
witch trials (1581-1593), the
Wiirzburg and Bamberg witch
trials (1626-1631), and the
Scottish witch trials (late 16th to
early 17th century).

Mass Trials and Witch Panics:
During this period, entire
communities could be swept up in
witch panics, where dozens or
even hundreds of people were
accused and executed. Accusa-
tions often spread quickly, as
confessions obtained under
torture led to the naming of other
supposed witches. This created a
snowball effect, where fear and
paranoia fueled further accusa-
tions.
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Phases of the Witch Craze (cont) Phases of the Witch Craze (cont) Key Concepts and Themes (cont)

Cheatography

Decline Changing Attitudes and Legal Notable Late Witch Hunts: The last major Misogyny and the "Witch" Stereotype: The
of the Reforms: By the mid-17th witch hunts occurred in the late 17th and witch craze was fueled by deeply ingrained
Witch century, skepticism about witch early 18th centuries. Notable cases include misogyny. Women who defied social
Craze trials began to grow among intell- the Salem witch trials (1692-1693) in the norms, such as those who were assertive,
(c. ectuals, legal authorities, and American colonies, where a wave of independent, or knowledgeable about
1650- some religious leaders. The use hysteria led to the execution of 20 people, herbal medicine, were particularly
1750) of torture was increasingly critic- and the Torsaker witch trials (1675) in vulnerable to accusations. The association
ized, and the reliability of confes- Sweden, where 71 people were executed. of witchcraft with female sexuality was
sions obtained under duress was These late witch hunts were increasingly another factor. Witches were often
questioned. Legal reforms were seen as aberrations, and by the early 18th depicted as sexually deviant, engaging in
introduced in various regions, century, the belief in witchcraft as a crime intercourse with the Devil, which reflected
reducing the number of trials and began to wane. broader fears about female sexuality.

executions. In some places, witch
trials were banned altogether, Key Concepts and Themes

such as in England with the
Witchcraft Act of 1735, which
effectively ended the legal

The Women as Primary Targets:
Role of Women constituted the majority
Gender of those accused and executed

PUESEANTE G AT during the witch craze, with

estimates ranging from 70% to
80% of all accused. This
gendered aspect of the witch
hunts reflects the societal views
of women as morally and spirit-
ually weaker, more susceptible to
the Devil's influence. The image
of the witch was often that of an
older, poor, and isolated woman,
although younger women and
men were also accused.

By RainyMoons (RainyMoons) Not published yet. Sponsored by Readable.com
Last updated 22nd August, 2024. Measure your website readability!
Page 3 of 6. https://readable.com

cheatography.com/rainymoons/


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/cheat-sheets/the-witch-craze
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/
https://readable.com

Cheatography

Key Concepts and Themes (cont)

Religious Demonology and the Concept
Beliefs of the Witch: The witch craze
and the was heavily influenced by the
Supern-  belief in a cosmic struggle
atural between God and the Devil.

Witches were seen as agents of
the Devil, working to subvert
Christian society. The idea of
the witches' sabbath, a
nocturnal gathering where
witches worshipped the Deuvil,
was a central element of
witchcraft accusations. This
idea was popularized by
demonological texts and was
used to justify the persecution
of witches.
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Key Concepts and Themes (cont)

Key Concepts and Themes (cont)

Magic, Superstition, and Popular Belief:
Popular belief in magic and the supern-
atural played a significant role in the witch
craze. Many people believed in the
existence of both benevolent and
malevolent magic, and accusations of
witchcraft often arose from local conflicts or
misfortunes that were attributed to malefi-
cium. The distinction between "white"
(beneficial) and "black" (harmful) magic
was blurred, and people accused of
practicing folk magic or healing were
sometimes targeted as witches.
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Legaland  Witch Trials and Torture:
Judicial Witch trials were conducted by
Processes both secular and ecclesiastical

courts. The use of torture to
extract confessions was
widespread, and it played a
crucial role in securing convic-
tions. Common methods of
torture included the rack,
thumbscrews, and sleep
deprivation. Trials often relied
on "spectral evidence," where
witnesses claimed to have
seen the accused in the
company of spirits or
engaging in supernatural
activities. This type of
evidence was highly
subjective and contributed to
the conviction of many
innocent people.
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Key Concepts and Themes (cont)

Punishment and Execution: The most

common punishment for those convicted of
witchcraft was execution, typically by
hanging, burning at the stake, or
beheading. In some regions, particularly in
German-speaking areas, burning at the
stake was the preferred method, as it was
seen as a way to purify the soul. In addition
to execution, those convicted of witchcraft
often had their property confiscated, leaving
their families destitute.

Notable Witch Hunts and Trials

The Context: One of the largest witch

Trier trials in history, the Trier witch
Witch  trials occurred in the Electorate of
Trials  Trier in present-day Germany.
(1581-  The trials were part of a broader
1593)  wave of witch hunts in the Holy

Roman Empire during the late
16th century.
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Notable Witch Hunts and Trials (cont)

Scale and Impact: Hundreds of
people were executed during
the Trier trials, including many
prominent citizens and even
members of the clergy. The
trials were driven by local
authorities and were marked
by extreme brutality.

The Context: These trials took
Wiirzburg place in the bishoprics of

and Wirzburg and Bamberg in
Bamberg  Germany, during a period of
Witch religious and political turmoil
Trials known as the Thirty Years'
(1626-- War. Both trials are among the
1631) largest and deadliest witch

hunts in history.

Scale and Impact: In
Wirzburg, an estimated 900
people were executed, while in
Bamberg, around 600 were
executed. The trials targeted
people from all walks of life,
including nobility and children,
and were characterized by
widespread use of torture.
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Notable Witch Hunts and Trials (cont)

The Context: The Salem witch trials

Salem occurred in the Puritan colony of
Witch ~ Massachusetts, in what is now the
Trials  United States. The trials were
(1692- sparked by the strange behavior
1693) of a group of young girls, which

was attributed to witchcraft.

Scale and Impact: Twenty people
were executed, and several others
died in prison. The Salem trials
are notable for the hysteria that
gripped the community and the
use of "spectral evidence" to
convict the accused.

Legacy: The Salem witch trials left
a lasting legacy in American
history as a cautionary tale of the
dangers of mass hysteria,
religious extremism, and the
breakdown of due process.

Decline and End of the Witch Craze

Rise of Intellectual Criticism: By the
Skepticism late 17th and early 18th

and centuries, the intellectual
Ration- climate in Europe was

alism changing, with the rise of the

Enlightenment promoting
reason, skepticism, and
scientific inquiry. Many
scholars and legal authorities
began to question the validity
of witch trials and the
existence of witches.
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Decline and End of the Witch Craze (cont) Decline and End of the Witch Craze (cont) Conclusion and Legacy (cont)

Notable Skeptics: Figures such
as the Dutch physician Johann
Weyer, who published De
Praestigiis Daemonum (1563),
argued that many accused
witches were suffering from
mental illness rather than
engaging in witchcraft. Weyer's
work laid the foundation for later
critiques of witch hunts. The
English jurist Sir Matthew Hale
and philosopher John Locke
also contributed to the growing
skepticism about the witch
craze, advocating for legal
reforms and the application of
reason in judicial proceedings.

Legal Judicial Changes: As skepticism

Reforms  grew, legal reforms were

and the introduced to curtail the use of
End of torture and reduce the number
Witch of witch trials. In many regions,
Hunts laws were passed that made it

more difficult to prosecute
witchcraft, and courts became
more reluctant to convict on the
basis of dubious evidence.

End of Witch Trials: The last known
execution for witchcraft in Europe took
place in Switzerland in 1782, marking the
end of the witch craze. However, isolated
incidents of witch hunting and accusations
continued in some parts of Europe and the
Americas well into the 18th and even 19th
centuries.

Legacy and Historical Reassessment: The
witch craze is now seen as a tragic
episode in European history, characterized
by mass hysteria, social and religious
conflict, and the persecution of vulnerable
individuals. It has been the subject of
extensive historical research, with scholars
examining the social, cultural, and psycho-
logical factors that contributed to the
phenomenon.
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Conclusion and Legacy

Historical ~Cultural Memory: The witch
Impact craze has left a profound
impact on cultural memory,
influencing literature, art, and
popular culture. The figure of
the witch has become a
powerful symbol in Western
culture, representing both the
dangers of unchecked power
and the resilience of those who

resist oppression.

Lessons Learned: The witch
hunts serve as a historical
example of the dangers of
mass hysteria, scapegoating,
and the abuse of power by
religious and political author-
ities. They highlight the
importance of due process,
legal protections, and the
need to protect vulnerable
populations from persecution.

Continuing Modern Parallels: The witch

Relevance craze is often invoked in
discussions of modern-day
witch hunts, both literal and
metaphorical. The term "witch
hunt" is used to describe
situations where individuals or
groups are unfairly targeted or
persecuted based on fear,

prejudice, or political motives.

Human Rights and Justice:
The history of the witch craze
has influenced contemporary
human rights discourse,
emphasizing the need to
protect individuals from
wrongful accusations, ensure
fair trials, and combat discri-
mination against marginalized

groups.

Not published yet.
Last updated 22nd August, 2024.
Page 6 of 6.

Sponsored by Readable.com
Measure your website readability!
https://readable.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/cheat-sheets/the-witch-craze
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/
https://readable.com

	The Witch Craze Cheat Sheet - Page 1
	Intro
	Causes of the Witch Craze

	The Witch Craze Cheat Sheet - Page 2
	Phases of the Witch Craze

	The Witch Craze Cheat Sheet - Page 3
	Key Concepts and Themes

	The Witch Craze Cheat Sheet - Page 4
	The Witch Craze Cheat Sheet - Page 5
	Notable Witch Hunts and Trials
	Decline and End of the Witch Craze

	The Witch Craze Cheat Sheet - Page 6
	Conclusion and Legacy


