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Who were Julius and Ethel Rosenberg?

Julius Rosenberg (1918-1953) and Ethel
Rosenberg (1915-1953) were a married
couple and American citizens

They were accused of spying for the Soviet
Union during the Cold War

Their case became one of the most contro-
versial espionage trials in American history

Historical Context

The Post-World War Il period marked
Cold by political tension between the
War United States and the Soviet
Union
The era was characterized by the
fear of communism (Red Scare)
and nuclear arms race
McCar A period of intense anti-comm-
thyism  unist suspicion in the United

States

Led by Senator Joseph McCarthy,
it resulted in widespread accusa-
tions and investigations of alleged
communists in government and
other sectors

The Accusations

Espionage Julius Rosenberg was

Charges accused of passing inform-
ation about the atomic bomb

to the Soviet Union

Ethel Rosenberg was accused
of assisting her husband and
being involved in the
espionage activities
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The Accusations (cont)

The Role David Greenglass, Ethel's
of David brother, worked on the
Greenglass Manhattan Project (the U.S.

atomic bomb program)

He confessed to passing
atomic secrets to Julius
Rosenberg and testified
against his sister and brother-
in-law

The Trial

The The primary evidence against
Evidence

Julius was the testimony of
David Greenglass and a
supposed "confession" from
Ethel

No direct evidence of
espionage (e.g., documents or
physical proof) was presented

Conviction In 1951, Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg were convicted of
espionage

They were sentenced to
death, making them the first
American civilians to be
executed for espionage during

peacetime

Execution and Public Reaction

Execution The Rosenbergs were

executed in the electric chair at
Sing Sing Prison on June 19,
1953

The execution was widely

covered by the media and

sparked international outrage
Public
Reaction

Many believed the Rosenbergs
were innocent or that their
punishment was too harsh

Protests and appeals for
clemency were widespread,
but all were denied
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Legacy and Controversy

Debate The Rosenberg case remains
Over controversial
Guilt
While Julius was likely involved
in espionage, Ethel's level of
involvement is still debated
Impact The Rosenberg trial is seen as
on the a reflection of the intense fear
Cold and paranoia during the Cold
War War
Their case became symbolic of
the dangers of McCarthyism
and the violation of civil liberties
Historical Declassified Soviet documents
Re-eva- (e.g., the Venona project)
luation suggest Julius was involved in

espionage

However, Ethel's involvement
appears to have been less
significant, with some historians
arguing that she was wrongfully
convicted to pressure Julius

Conclusion

The Rosenbergs' case highlights the
complexities of justice in the context of
national security

It serves as a reminder of the consequences
of fear-driven policies and the importance of
protecting civil liberties even in times of

crisis
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