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The period from 1850 to 1970 was one of significant change in Britain, encompassing the Industrial Revolution's later stages, the two World

Wars, and the post-war period of reconstruction and modernization. These changes brought about new challenges and developments in the

areas of accidents and safety. This period saw a transformation in public and occupational health and safety, driven by industrialization, urbani-

zation, legislative reforms, and evolving public attitudes towards risk and protection.

Historical Context

Historical Context (cont)

Industrial Accidents & Workplace Safety

The Industrialization: The late 18th Social Reform Movements: Growing —
Industrial and early 19th centuries in awareness of the harsh conditions faced Railway Accidents: The
Revolution Britain were marked by rapid by workers and urban populations led to expansion of railways led to
(Late 18th  industrialization, which the rise of social reform movements, which numerous accidents involving
Century - continued into the mid-19th advocated for better working conditions, trains, such as derailments,
Mid 19th century. Factories, mines, health standards, and safety regulations. collisions, and accidents at
Century) railways, and urban centers railway construction sites. The
expanded, significantly Clayton Tunnel rail crash of
altering the landscape of work Early Factory Accidents: Factories 1861, which resulted in 23
and daily life. Industrial  were dangerous places with deaths, highlighted the dangers
Urbanization: The population Accidents little regard for worker safety. ol el el Ul
shifted from rural to urban Common accidents included Legisl- Factory Acts: The Factory Acts
areas as people moved to machinery entanglements, ation were a series of laws passed
cities in search of work. This amputations, burns, and and between 1833 and 1878 that
led to overcrowded living exposure to toxic substances. Reform  sought to improve working condit-
conditions, poor sanitation, Mining Accidents: Coal mining (1850~ ions, particularly for women and
and increased exposure to was particularly hazardous, 1900) children. The 1844 Factory Act,
industrial hazards. with frequent accidents due to for example, introduced requir-
Post-Indu-  Technological Advancements: explosions, collapses, flooding, ements for fencing dangerous
strial The second half of the 19th and poor ventilation. The machinery and limiting working
Revolution  century saw technological Huskar Colliery disaster in hours.
Era (1850 innovations such as the 1838, where 26 children died Mines and Collieries Act 1842:
Onwards)  expansion of railways, steam in a flooding accident, was a This act prohibited the

engines, and mechanization in
factories, which introduced
new risks and hazards.

notable tragedy that raised
public awareness.

employment of women and
children underground, following
the public outcry after the Huskar
Colliery disaster.
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Industrial Accidents & Workplace Safety
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Industrial Accidents & Workplace Safety
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Public Health and Safety (cont)

Fire Hazards: The rapid

Railway Regulation Act 1840: Post- Post-War Reconstruction: After expansion of cities and the use of
The first piece of legislation to War World War Il, Britain underwent flammable building materials led
regulate railways, which Industrial  extensive reconstruction, which to frequent urban fires. The
required regular inspections Safety included the modernization of Great Fire of Newcastle and
and reporting of accidents. (1945-- industries. This period saw a Gateshead in 1854, which killed
Workplace Expansion of Safety Legisl- 1970) greater emphasis on health and 53 people and destroyed large
Safety in ation: The early 20th century safety as part of broader social parts of the city, highlighted the
the Early saw further development of welfare reforms. need for better fire safety regula-
20th workplace safety regulations. Factories Act 1961: This act tions.
Century The Workmen's Compen- consolidated previous legisl- Traffic Accidents: As horse--

sation Act of 1897 introduced
compensation for workers
injured on the job, which
incentivized employers to
improve safety.

Increased Unionization: Trade
unions became more powerful
in advocating for workers'

rights, including safer working

ation and introduced compre-
hensive safety standards,
including regulations on the use
of machinery, ventilation, and
the prevention of fire hazards.
Factories Act 1961: This act
consolidated previous legisl-
ation and introduced compre-
hensive safety standards,

drawn vehicles and, later, motor
vehicles became more common,
so did traffic accidents. The
Locomotive Act of 1865 (also
known as the "Red Flag Act")
was an early attempt to regulate
motor vehicles, requiring a man
with a red flag to walk in front of
them to warn pedestrians.

conditions. Strikes and including regulations on the use Public Traffic and Road Safety: With the
collective bargaining played a of machinery, ventilation, and Safety rise of motor vehicles, road
significant role in improving the prevention of fire hazards. in the accidents became a major public
industrial safety. 20th safety concern. The Road Traffic
Government Oversight: The Century Act of 1930 introduced regula-

tions such as speed limits and

establishment of government Urban Sanitation and Disease:
bodies such as the Factory Accidents  Urbanization led to overcr- requirements for vehicle regist-
Inspectorate ensured better & Public  owded, unsanitary conditions, ration and insurance.
enforcement of safety laws. Safety which contributed to the spread

(1850-- of diseases like cholera and

1900) typhoid. Public health initia-

tives, such as the Public
Health Act of 1848, aimed to
improve sanitation, water
supply, and waste manage-
ment.
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Public Health and Safety (cont) Accidents in Transportation (cont) Accidents in Transportation (cont)

Housing and Building Safety: The Housing
Act of 1936 addressed the need for safer,
more sanitary living conditions, leading to
slum clearance and the development of
public housing.

Fire Safety: The post-war period saw
improvements in fire safety standards, with
the introduction of regulations for building
materials, fire exits, and the establishment
of fire brigades.

Accidents in Transportation

Railway Early Railway Accidents: The

Safety rapid expansion of the railway
(1850—  network in the 19th century
1900) brought with it numerous

accidents, often due to technical
failures, human error, or
inadequate safety measures.
Major incidents like the 1879 Tay
Bridge disaster, where the bridge
collapsed during a storm, killing
75 people, led to a public outcry
for better safety standards.
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Road
Safety
(1900-
1970)

Safety Innovations: The latter half

of the 19th century saw the introd-

uction of safety innovations such
as the block signaling system,
which prevented collisions by
ensuring that only one train was
allowed in a section of track at a
time, and the automatic train stop
system, which reduced human

error.

Early Road Safety Challenges: As
automobiles became more
common in the early 20th century,
road accidents increased. The
lack of standardized road signs,
traffic rules, and driving licenses
contributed to the high accident
rates.

Legislative Responses: The Road
Traffic Act of 1934 was a
landmark law that introduced
driving tests, mandatory vehicle
insurance, and speed limits for
built-up areas, significantly
improving road safety.

Maritime
and Air
Safety
(1850—
1970)

Post-War Road Safety: After
World War Il, there was a
massive increase in car
ownership, leading to more
traffic accidents. This prompted
the government to introduce
further safety measures,
including the Highway Code and
the compulsory wearing of seat
belts in 1967.

Maritime Safety: The late 19th
and early 20th centuries were
marked by significant maritime
disasters, such as the sinking of
the RMS Titanic in 1912. This
led to the introduction of intern-
ational maritime safety regula-
tions, including the International
Convention for the Safety of Life
at Sea (SOLAS) in 1914.
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Accidents in Transportation (cont)

Aviation Safety: The advent of commercial

aviation in the early 20th century brought
new safety challenges. Early accidents
often resulted from inadequate technology
and a lack of regulatory oversight. The
establishment of the Civil Aviation Authority
in 1946 marked the beginning of systematic
aviation safety regulation in Britain.

Health and Safety Legislation

Key Factory Acts: The series of
Legislative Factory Acts (1833-1878) laid
Milestones  the groundwork for industrial

safety regulation by introd-
ucing requirements for factory
inspections, machinery
guarding, and limiting working
hours.

Workmen's Compensation Act
1897: This act was significant
as it introduced the concept of
compensating workers for
injuries sustained on the job,
encouraging employers to
adopt safer practices.

Factories Act 1937: This act
further improved working
conditions by addressing
issues like overcrowding,
lighting, and ventilation in
factories.
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Health and Safety Legislation (cont) Impact of World Wars on Safety (cont)

Health and Safety at Work Act
1974: Although slightly
outside the given period, this
act is worth mentioning as it
consolidated previous legisl-
ation and laid the foundation
for modern health and safety
practices in Britain.

Develo- Factory Inspectorate (1833): Safety
pment of Established to enforce the During
Regulatory  provisions of the Factory Acts, World
Bodies the Factory Inspectorate War ll
played a crucial role in (1939-
improving industrial safety 1945)

standards.

Mines Inspectorate (1842):
Following the Mines and
Collieries Act, the Mines
Inspectorate was established
to oversee safety in coal
mines.

Health and Safety Executive
(HSE) 1974: The establ-

Health Issues: Soldiers returning
from the front often suffered from
long-term health issues, such as
shell shock (now recognized as
PTSD) and respiratory problems
from exposure to chemical
weapons, which influenced post-
war health and safety policies.

Civilian Safety: The Blitz and other
air raids during World War Il
brought about the need for civil
defense measures, including air
raid shelters, blackout regulations,
and public education on safety.

Workplace Safety: The war effort
led to the mobilization of the entire
workforce, including women and
older workers, in factories,
shipyards, and other industries.
This period saw a heightened
focus on safety to prevent
accidents that could hamper
production.

ishment of the HSE marked a
significant step in creating a
comprehensive regulatory
framework for health and

safety across all industries.

Safety War Production and Accidents:
During The demand for munitions and
World  other war materials led to the
Warll rapid expansion of factories, often
(1914-  without adequate safety

1918) measures. Explosions, such as

the 1917 Silvertown explosion in
London, highlighted the dangers
of war production.
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Impact of World Wars on Safety (cont)

Post- Rebuilding Britain: The post-war
War period was marked by reconstru-
Recon  ction and modernization, which
stru- brought about new safety challe-
ction nges, particularly in construction
and and infrastructure projects.
Safety

Introduction of New Safety
Standards: The experience of the
war led to the introduction of
more comprehensive safety
standards in various industries,
as the government sought to
prevent accidents and improve
working conditions.

Social Attitudes and Cultural Shifts

Changing 19th Century Attitudes: In the
Percep- 19th century, industrial

tions of accidents were often seen as
Risk an inevitable part of life, with

little attention given to the
systemic causes of workplace
hazards.

Growth of the Labor Movement:

The rise of the labor movement
in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries played a crucial role
in changing attitudes towards
safety, as workers began to
demand better conditions and
protection from occupational
hazards.
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Social Attitudes and Cultural Shifts (cont)

Post-War Attitudes: The post-
war period saw a shift
towards viewing safety as a
public and governmental
responsibility, leading to the
development of more robust
regulatory frameworks.

Media and Role of the Media:
Public Newspapers and other forms
Awareness of media played a significant

role in raising public
awareness of accidents and
safety issues, particularly
following major disasters.

Public Campaigns: The mid-
20th century saw the introd-
uction of public safety
campaigns, such as the "-
Clunk Click Every Trip"
campaign in the 1960s, which
promoted the use of seat
belts.

Conclusion

The period from 1850 to 1970 in Britain was
marked by significant developments in the
areas of accidents and safety. From the
dangers of early industrialization to the
comprehensive safety regulations of the
post-war period, this era saw a transform-
ation in how society viewed and managed
risks. The legislative reforms, technological
advancements, and cultural shifts during
this period laid the groundwork for modern
health and safety practices, contributing to
the significant improvements in public and
occupational safety that we see today.
Understanding this historical progression is
crucial for appreciating the evolution of
safety standards and the ongoing efforts to
protect workers and the public from harm.

Not published yet.
Last updated 19th August, 2024.
Page 6 of 5.

Accidents and Safety in Britain lecture Cheat Sheet
by RainyMoons (RainyMoons) via cheatography.com/153402/cs/44148/

Sponsored by CrosswordCheats.com
Learn to solve cryptic crosswords!
http://crosswordcheats.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/cheat-sheets/accidents-and-safety-in-britain-lecture
http://www.cheatography.com/rainymoons/
http://crosswordcheats.com

	Accidents and Safety in Britain lecture Cheat Sheet - Page 1
	Compre­hensive Overview
	Historical Context
	Industrial Accidents & Workplace Safety

	Accidents and Safety in Britain lecture Cheat Sheet - Page 3
	Public Health and Safety

	Accidents and Safety in Britain lecture Cheat Sheet - Page 4
	Accidents in Transp­ort­ation

	Accidents and Safety in Britain lecture Cheat Sheet - Page 5
	Health and Safety Legisl­ation
	Impact of World Wars on Safety

	Accidents and Safety in Britain lecture Cheat Sheet - Page 6
	Social Attitudes and Cultural Shifts
	Conclusion


