
Spanish Stem-Changing Verbs Cheat Sheet
by profesor_de_espanol via cheatography.com/202125/cs/42870/

e:ie stem-c​hanging verbse:ie stem-c​hanging verbs

Begin with your
infinitive

empeezar

Chop off your
ending to leave
just the stem

empeez-

Change the ee in
the last syllable
of the stem to an
ieie

empieiez-

Conjugate like
normal

empezar

yo empieiezo

tú empieiezas

él, ella, usted empieieza

nosotr​os/​nos​‐
otras*

empezamos*

ellos, ellas,
ustedes

empieiezan

*The nosotr​os/​nos​otras form
NEVER has a stem change.
RememberRemember, e:ie stem-c​hanging
verbs can be -ar-ar, -er-er , OR -ir-ir
verbs, so conjugate the endings
as necessary.

 

o:ue stem-c​hanging verbso:ue stem-c​hanging verbs

Begin with your
infinitive

voolver

Chop off your
ending to leave just
the stem

vool-

Change the oo in
the last syllable of
the stem to a ueue

vueuelv-

Conjugate like
normal

volver

yo vueuelvo

tú vueuelves

él, ella, usted vueuelve

nosotr​os/​nos​otras* volvemos*

ellos, ellas,
ustedes

vueuelven

*The nosotr​os/​nos​otras form
NEVER has a stem change.
RememberRemember, o:ue stem-c​hanging
verbs can be -ar-ar, -er-er , OR -ir-ir
verbs, so conjugate the endings
as necessary.

 

u:ue stem-c​hanging verbsu:ue stem-c​hanging verbs

Begin with your
infinitive

juugar

Chop off your
ending to leave just
the stem

juug-

Change the uu in the
last syllable of the
stem to a ueue

jueueg-

Conjugate like
normal

jugar

yo jueuego

tú jueuegas

él, ella, usted jueuega

nosotr​os/​nos​otras* jugamos*

ellos, ellas, ustedes jueuegan

*The nosotr​os/​nos​otras form
NEVER has a stem change.
Jugar is the only verb in Spanish
that has a u:ueu:ue stem change.

 

e:i stem-c​hanging verbse:i stem-c​hanging verbs

Begin with your
infinitive

peedir

Chop off your
ending to leave just
the stem

peed-

Change the ee in the
last syllable of the
stem to an ii

piid-

Conjugate like
normal

pedir

yo piido

tú piides

él, ella, usted piide

nosotr​os/​nos​otras* pedimos*

ellos, ellas, ustedes piiden

*The nosotr​os/​nos​otras form
NEVER has a stem change.
e:ie:i stem-c​hanging verbs can
only be -ir-ir verbs. 
However, this does not mean
every -ir-ir verb that changes stem
is an e:ie:i stem-c​hanging verb,
only that all e:ie:i  stem-c​hanging
verbs happen to only be -ir-ir
verbs.
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