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Overview & Plot Arc

Themes & Symbolisms Literary Devices & Tones

Core Subject: A Special Olympics track Main Theme = Compassion and collab- Alliteration = "Stumbled and staggered"
event where true sportsmanship and human oration are far more valuable than winning. emphasizes the violence of the fall.
empathy eclipse individual competition. Sportsmanship = Victory is found in liting Imagery = "Black asphalt" and "stadium
The Setting: A packed stadium hosting the others up, not leaving them behind. lights" bring the arena to life.

100-yard dash for athletes with special Fallen Runner = Represents human vulner- Irony = A competitive sprint ends in a slow,
needs. ability and unexpected failure. nine-way walking tie.

Stanzas 1-2: Athletes gather after months Joined Hands = A visual symbol of unity, Tone Shift = Starts tense and anxious,

of training. The race begins at the sound of brotherhood, and collective success. shifts to emotional, ends celebratory.

the starter pistol.
P! Nine Medals = Changes the prize from

Stanzas 3—4: The youngest runner individual glory to shared humanity.

stumbles, falls to the asphalt, and cries out
as his dreams are "dashed in the dirt."

Key Quotes & Meanings
Stanzas 5-6: The other eight runners stop, "Dashed in the dirt" = Represents the

turn back, and help the fallen boy to his feet sudden, heartbreaking ruin of the runner's

instead of chasing victory. hopes.
Stanzas 7-9: All nine athletes join hands, "Brought the runners back" = Marks the

walk across the finish line together, and exact moment empathy replaced the drive

receive individual gold medals. to compete.

"Reduced to a walk" = Symbolizes the
choice to prioritize unity over speed.

"Nearer the mark" = Proves the event was

"special" due to extraordinary compassion.
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