Uses of & Z 5 Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/44434/

Cheatography

& C 5 Patterns

1.V-2& B "I'm about to..."

2.V-TWBECHE "In the process of...; In the middle of..."
3V-TWlEl A "I've been doing..."

4.V-fz&£2BE "I just finished doing..."

5V-&5 +&LTWVWIzEZAE "l was about to..."

6.V-2& B "l almost/nearly..."

T.N-12£ZBT "Although/Even if..." (same with V-T%)

8. WE-Adj+ £ 3
(Noun) ® + &2 5

The time when... (with emphasis on the state of being) as opposed to the emphasis on the time when we use B

9. It modifies verbs, adjectives, and nouns. In plain speech, it shortens to & Z.

{C1!CINote: For patterns of using & < % it is common to use the words (to emphasize the now-ness of the action):
L& & just

< now
5 & ES : just now

"The time when... (state of being)"

Formation:

"The time when..." (with emphasis on the state of being) as opposed to the emphasis on the time when we use &
W-Adj+ £ 23

(Noun) ® + &2 %

V-5 & B "'maboutto...” V-TWB & Z B "Inthe process of...; In the middle  V-TW iz & Z 37 "I've been doing..."

of.."
Nuance: Emphasis is on the state of being that you
have been doing awhile ago and is doing so up to
now.
AESHEHA IR EZBLE, SHPEARRELFELTVWSREIATT, Right AABRSEIGFAZERNTVEZEZSRTT,
I'm about to leave the house now, Mr Tanaka is (in the midst) of talking with a Everyone's been eating lunch. (since a while ago up to
now. friend. now)
I'm about to eat dinner now. BREARSHETEE>TVWDEZETT, My [FHE] CEEBRSTLEZRTWECS
SHIHERNDECART mom is in the middle of making sushi now. 2. The kids have been watching TV.
3-0
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SEHEEFEEDEIATT, I'm
about to sleep now.

FEOHRAFOSLEEEDLSICEBDEN BB 2TETLVTIVRIELSTT,

Hirata's that the hair is disappearing and now I'm crying.

My head is like Prof.

V-2 & £ 57 "l just finished
doing...; just done (somet-
hing)

-Action literally happened a
few minutes ago

-Usually used time related
words to emphasize the time.
Us5<AlRSEERLELS
12, Jiro just woke up now.
5&5ESQICBVEES
AT,
company just now.

| arrived at the

*k

V-1=E A V) "l just did something"

-Recently/time is relative to the speaker's feelings. If the action happened
a few weeks/months/years ago, if the speaker feels like it just happened,
this grammar shall be used.

BELEAYTIAS, [BE] Le<k<AWEHA,
so | don't feel like eating yet.

[REE] ZVVALEEAYEBEDOT, REAR—YETEELA,
got out from the hospital so | can't play sports yet.

| just woke up

| just

BELEZEAVEDIC, ©E5BBLTLEVEL L,
two just got married last year, they already got a divorce.

Even though those

V-&S5 +&ELTVWEEZRE"
was about to..."

SHAFRSELTVWEZESS
72, 1 was just about to go out.

5&5ESEICEELELSEL
TWEZBATT,

about to phone you.
Sa0 % [BR] KESEL
TWhEelBATY,
about to call a taxi.

| was just

| was just

{J!CINote: When modifying nouns, we CANNOT use & Z 5, only IEA ) o

XE2 22BN YV ERELIEED,
OO0B-ZEPrV DS vYERELED,
Did you see the shirt that | just bought?

"Almost/nearly”

V-% & 2 B2 = "l aimost/nearly..."  V-&F+ 5 (Cx% "Almost (happened but didn't) E 5722 7=/ TL 7= “l almost did something”
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"Almost/nearly” (cont)

Uses of & Z 5 Cheat Sheet
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Common expression: €52 L T : justa
bit more

—AR [BYUEW] B<HVETDES
%1221z, The two nearly came to blows.
WLZFESDLUTIHBEZHE 2, She
almost (nearly) died. (Lit. Just a bit more
and she would've died.)

[BifR] cVAERNhBDECHE27z, |
almost forgot my wallet.

USES:

-It almost became situation A.

-When you thought something is going to happen but
didn’t

A hzhz, BHETIN2iz&h,
a lot yesterday.

BgIh2fckh, [B>2T] 3X2T [&V]
AUNCIE 2=k | Yes, it did! | almost slipped!

Hey, it snowed

FEHOMEZRT, [BB] PAESLTUEZESIC
7% 2 Jz, After watching the movie yesterday, | almost
cried because | was moved.

[##] €5% [BR] OEIC [EES5ED] 2E5E8T-
FIZZESICBYET,
mochi was stuck in my throat.

| almost died because the

-When € 3 is used in the past tense,
the meaning changes to “I almost did
something” in the past.

-But this is only used when talking

about yourself; not the other person.

-If this is used with another person, the
meaning remains the same as “It
looked like he/she...”

WMETDE2I /I MEFTSTURE, |
almost cried.

FEICEFSE2 7z, | almost died.

BRXE®»VNES5 27, |almost ate it.

Vocabs:

[/E3] 3 X%:to glide; to slide (e.g. on skis); to slip
:to fail (an examination); to bomb (when telling a joke)
[E&45] Z 54 to fall down; to fall over
[EE58%] 2E5H% : toclog; to block; to choke up; to jam; to obstruct
[B2] % <% : to strike; to hit; to beat; to punch
[BYEW] &<W&HV : brawl

"Eventhough; even if"

V-f= & £ 5 T "Eventhough; even if" V-T % “Eventhough” ® IZ “Eventhough” {7 & “Eventhough” “though”
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"Eventhough; even if* (cont)

Cheatography

WS SHBALEECATHEEZELTL -Telling the fact in a neutral -Can express your feelings -Telling the fact in a neutral
hiz\WiE5 5, No matter how hard | way like you are disappointed or way
explain, no one frustrated or surprised

-Cannot be used at the end of a  -Can be used at the end of the  -Can be used at the end of

sentence sentence the sentence

HOFEREEABRERALECST A O01BEE>2TE, kKeh> B [BXS] ELEDIC, H5EWTE, |don't

3] 58553 VWTL &S, Thatillness o Even though | woke up early...  know, though.

probably won't be cured even if you take (It got cancelled).

meds.

A RAEBTIEA X2 &, Littering is bad. O01 @S HE, ki ASHESHEIZT2TLKD !  EUh2fk, B&2LE
N7, I'm going to work now! A2 E, Itwas fun. It

was a little bit chilly,

though.
B.A—ANBEHEECAT, MEEDHSH  -Botharesaidinaneutralway. B.4D [&] F&H2DIC?
W, Evenif | alone stopped, nothing will Even Though you have a
change. fever? (Surprised/Finding it
strange)

O01EEE2=nll, ks
Vel o

Even though | waited for 1
hour, she didn't come.
(Expresses your feeling of
disappointment)

& £ 3 with Adjectives and Nouns

-"The time when..." (with emphasis on the state of being) as opposed to the emphasis on the time with EF

B+ E

W-Adj + £ZB(%) Z-Adj+ ECB (%) (Noun) @ + & Z3(%) Verb + & Z3(%)
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Uses of £ Z A Cheat Sheet

& £ % with Adjectives and Nouns (cont)

by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/44434/

BLLWECHEIHABE
L\, Sorry to bother you at a
busy time. (Social greeting

when calling upon someone)

*ECB TN

V-Adj + £EZB(IE/IN)
BOWEZAITINT)EELE
B, —fEICERNEL &S,
You came at a good time.
Let's eat.

B+ T
W-Adj + £Z3(T)

SEZATVWBHECATEER
BETEFEEA,

still in the process of) I'm now

Because (I'm

thinking about it, | still can't
give you an answer.

& [RE] WEEDEI3-
ZBRLULRIETVEE A,
Sorry to bother you at a busy

FEr Ak [BR] EHAKE
ZAERE— Y R—IC (BT
%] =9 5hiz, The baby

was saved by the babysitter from

time.
a dangerous moment.

Z [zitr] EESkECR%
FHEHEA. Sorry to bother you

at a busy time.

(Noun) @ + £ ZB(IC/IN)
R DL A0/ [
K] £oEA [FE] TV
TAILBEI2TLE2 S, In
the midst of studying, the

B-Adj+ ETB(2/N)

power suddenly went out.

B-Adj + £ 3(T) (Noun) @ + & Z5(T)

ECH BRLW] §FLWVWECATIRAEL &5, Let's rest at somewhere that's cool.

Ban [FD] BETVWBRECHERE-
CENBYFEEA
her (in the moment of) dancing.

| have never seen

He [BR] 55&5 [BA] HLL-
AEFALTECARZERERICEShTL-
FVELL,
unfortunately seen by his wife at the

Manager Tanaka was

moment he was kissing his lover.

Verb + &£ Z3([C/N)

ZRIC [BEL] DWEEZ(IDINBEEE
ENEOICRI W, Justas | arrived at
school, | realized that | forgot my
homework.

Verb + £ Z5(T)

BEAN [£F2] HFE2-EZB5TH-
HEL &5, With everyone now
gathered, let's begin. (At the point where
everywhere is gathered)
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Cheatography

& £ % with Adjectives and Nouns (cont)

VOCABS:

[Zitkx] =ES% : busy
[BEA] VLA : lover
[Z€] TWTA : power out
[£%%] $D%% : gather

& C 3T "By the way" other ways

-Warns the listener that a new topic is about to be said by the speaker. Used to break the listener's train of thought, gently easing the listener into
the new topic.

& BT "By the way" 1 meaning. @ TWS A / TH "By the way" 27 "By the way"
2 TWS D came from & F S A meaning "anyway; or  (used by men; more
rather". informal)
A WEMZLTVWEL A, What are you doing right now? A WE[MZLTWLWB O ? What are you doing right 28, B<RA,
now? By the way, isn't it
too hot?

B.EZEFEMELTVWET, £ZAT, ESLTHEERETY B.EFZHMELTVD &L, TH. BATELRERETWY
FTFAH. I'mstudying kanji. By the way, why are you still % ® ? I'm studying kanji. By the way, why are you still
awake? awake?

SHE BVWTTh, £ECBT, SFENE, ETHICITL? 2h, <1z, Bythe way, isn't it too hot?

It's hot today, isn't it? By the way, are you going somewhere

this summer?

2. meaning. 2 TW5 7 "Or should | say; how should |
putit..."

BFSESARENIVVEVSA, [THEV] T3
ALIWVWTI R,

Harada is smart, or should | say cunning.

OTHER WAYS TO SAY "BY THE WAY"

5 &AM "Speaking of...; by the way..." (formal or &5 L\¥ "Speaking of...; come to 57 &I By the way; incidentally" (formal
informal; very common)** think of it" or informal)**
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-Used when the topic is still similar. It is still the

same context but you change the point of the
conversation.

A COLARNT VRS TEKRLWVWK, Oh, this
restaurant is cheap and delicious.

B.N%Z, TS5LVAIWEF., BMIBRAENS ? | see.
Speaking of, what shall we eat for dinner?

A BEARICIEH KRS,
car?

Where should | park this

B. 55 AlE. Ralo [BEE] 5050 %
LS50 [BE] WESEALNDSLVK,
By the way, apparently the cost of the parking lot
in front of the station will go up.

-Although 5§z &
can still be used inform-
ally, you may also hear
Z 5 W% (shortened)o

ANZo 5L, BIER
RN ? |see.
Speaking of, what shall
we eat for dinner?

This is more like "for your (more) information" or when you add
extra information to the related topic.

-Informally, 57 can also be used (used by young people;
internet) but most Japanese don't like it as it sounds stupid.

AZD [BE] Z02FvE I /AF>TVSALER, BB H
Z. V/AFTVSTERZO>TVSEFZE<SKIIOSH
BO <y AZAFTO T/, FEFO T—, ZELEIIC-
[BR] S5V LTVWBAKK,

Female ninjas are called Kunoichi. Incidentally, the word
Kunoichi when writing the kanji for "woman", the hiragana for
"ku", the katakana for "no" and the kaniji for "one"all written out
are the origin for the word.

(Nuance: Etymology is not the main topic of the conversation
but the person just wanted to share that info.)
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Cheatography

OTHER WAYS TO SAY "BY THE WAY" (cont)

A NZ., XDH &K, A FUOA—DN\YE—EYREKRL VKA, Kinder's Happy Hippo is delicious, right?
What? Seriously?

B. A, BB&IZ, EVREBARET [K] PE>2>TEIALEL, NA2TLSFEL 3] LTVD L&A,
Yeah. By the way, in Japanese hippos are called "kaba". It's similar to the word "baka", isn't it?

VOCABS:

[¥2BWV] F54L L) : cunning; sly
[£15] 2% : to resemble; to look like;
to be like; to be alike; to be similar; to take after
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