Ch h ("the fact that...") functions Cheat Sheet
eatograp y by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48423/

D (R) =reason

ObF (8R) =reason / explanation / logical conclusion / circumstances
O Explanation chain; Reason/explanation behind something.

“That means...” “So, in other words...” “That’'s why...” “It follows that...” “It's not that...” “There’s no way that...”

EWVWS DT =“That means...” / ~EWSDhbET TEEV ~EVWSbUTR ~EVSDFTEBL “It'snot ~DFHEW

“So, in other words...” L “It vs b &L ="not that ~; rather...” “There is no way ~”
doesn't mean (- 324N necessarily”
that...” / “It's not
necessarily
that...”
The important This connects the correction to  -a stronger expres-
thing is that 7 is  another explanation. sion.

dealing with the

logic: A -

therefore B

AEHNBSBEVS AELVSDHIFTEEL, B=It's not that A; rather, B.
DIFTEEL ="t

doesn't necessarily

follow that B just

because A.”
B i Compare:
HEBERICI0OFEATL S, BAZEN RV E BAFEN BLEOAVLE BAEARVEVWS DT TRE BATABIEE
BAZBN LF&hiE, Hehas WSDhFTRE HETE WS b FTld%- <. AEOLEHIZKBELE FTE2DLFAE,
lived in Japan for ten years. W, It'snotthatl &L\, | L. Expensive T, It's not that | dislike Japan;  There's no way he
That explains why his Japanese dislike don't like things aren't I'm returning to my country would do
is so good. Japanese. Japanese. necessarily better.  because of work. something like
that.
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D (8R) =reason (cont)

They've connected two facts BeABEVWEWSD- =Thisisa =You're rejecting this logic: Literally: “There is no
logically: He lived in Japan for TTE&L, It'snot  direct negative  expensive - good logical reason/expla-
10 years—Therefore, his that | don't have statement. nation by which he would
Japanese is good. money. do that.”
! BARICEHKZ<Z&\-  But: You're saying: “You can't necess- Natural feeling: “lmpos-
EVSHEFTESE arily conclude that expensive = sible.”
L, It's not that | good.”
don't want to live in
Japan.
BARZFNF LFDFE, Sob BAZNFE- Hofix: CABICEHESEEZR
T 7 often has the feeling. “Ah, BTHTTRE EXDDEFNEV, T-
now it makes sense!” Lo It's not here's no way | would
that I like get such an easy
Japanese. question wrong.
B HSREMEL TVWS, Wik This sounds BAAENSBAFEN EFEVWSD
ICETBDITIE, He studies like: “l wouldn't  FTlE%& L), Just because
eight hours every day. No necessarily someone is Japanese doesn't
wonder he passes the exam. say | like necessarily mean their Japanese is
Japanese.” good.
A BHRESEABZVWATT = It weakens or
7' ? Are you saying you don't qualifies the
have work tomorrow? statement.
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D (8R) =reason (cont)

B:lEW, &N R&BOT, BHARKKEWVWS
H 3T, Yes. The company is closed, so that
means I'm off tomorrow.

=It's summarizing the logical result. 203
WA BV TIEAV, | don't dislike him.
A BRWNED T TRV, It's not that | dislike him.

The second often implies: “That's not the reason / don't
interpret it that way.” So 9 7 T &7 L\ is frequently used to
correct someone's interpretation.

bIHFEVvs ZLDbETEEW ~ELWbHTE ~HDFEEWVAEZL “lcan't/ I'm not in a position to...”
7% LM “It's not that
| don't...”
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D (8R) =reason (cont)

WARDDFHFEV, BNShBVWHIFTRAEV, Itsnot BHBARBERENS., KDL HFIZEWAKV, | can't take the
There's no way he'll come. that | can't eat it. day off because | have an exam tomorrow.
= definitely not =Possible meaning: “l can eat it, but |  =But this isn't simply: “I am physically unable to take a day
don't particularly want to.” off.”
But: TELELBVDIFTEAELV, It's not It's more: “Given the circumstances, | cannot reasonably/a-
that | don't want to go. ppropriately do that.”
WARBEVDFTREL, =Possible implication: “l do want to Maybe you could physically skip work, but responsibility,
It's not that he won't come. go, but there's another problem.” social expectations, rules, etc. make it unacceptable.
= he might come / it's not DB
impossible
Look at the logic: So: ~EWH [F TR often means: #RLEAS, TAZVDFICEWVAKL, | promised, so |
“It's not that | don't ~.” have to go.
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("the fact that...") functions Cheat Sheet

D (8R) =reason (cont)

DA RN = or: Literally: “Because |
there is NO promised, | cannot be in
logical possib- the situation of not

ility going.”

HFTEEWVL = “lt's not that ~ is Natural: “I can't back out
I'm NOT saying impossible.” It now.”

that is the case  frequently leaves

room for “but...”

by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/48423/

SUMMARY : ~&WSDHDEFTREWYs ~DEHHFEWVvs ~bHFICEVLAZW
Grammar Core meaning Strength Whenever you see D iF, Bl :
imagine: “What is the logical
explanation/conclusion
here?”
Q "HXRIZIEDATIN ?1 “Areyou
going back to Japan?”
~&WVWSDhiF That means / no conclusion “So, THAT is what it means.” BZANHEWAD T TIEHY)  Correction
pul wonder Ft A, It'snotthatl of an
dislike Japan. assump-
tion.
~EWSDhT It doesn't mean that/  correction “That's NOT necessarily the BARIZIEDD T TESH)E  Directly
TlEEEWV not necessarily case.” B A, It'snotthe case that denying
I'm going back to Japan. the
conclu-
sion.
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&R ) =reason (cont)

~HFA  Thereis verystrong “Thereis NO waythatcanbe HBZXRIZEZDFNFHY EFH A, There's Strong impossibility/denial.

24 no way imposs- the case.” absolutely no way I'm going back to Japan.
ibility
~ZWbH  It's not partial/g- “It's not that it isn't the case.” BAZRICIESBEVDH T TR DY EEA. It's  You may go back; you're
T thatl ualified yes not that | won't go back to Japan. leaving the possibility
L don't open.
~bFIC  lcan't/ circumsta-  “Given the circumstances, | ARIZBEDDHFICEVEERE A, |can't Circumstances/respons-
lFWA 7% shouldn't nce/oblig- can't allow that to be the go back to Japan. ibility prevent you.
L ation case.”

That's the real power of 1 (3 it lets Japanese express not just what is true, but how the speaker understands the logic behind what is true.

&

~ £ & = [ Action turned into a noun
~ & W5 Z & =[O Entire idea/situation turned into a topic

NOTE : C & when used on its own as something like a sentence-ender. So, a — & is the same as a JRE V) : a decided thing / a rule / a regula-

tion. And when it's put on to the end of a logical clause, it simply marks that logical clause as a rule or a regulation.

Bl - ROF>EL ISV & "Don't tickle the penguins.” (In this case it's a decision which also means a rule or a regulation.)

~&ES “called / said / = ~&W5Z2& =TheFACT/IDEA/ ~&WSZ&Wk ="Thatmeans.." ~&WSZ&vs~&LVSD
referred to as” c SITUATION
&
-Has a reflective feeling. "If that's true, then... That means... < & = [ formal/conce-
So...)" ptual
B Information A - EWS Z &l ~ @ = OO conversational/-
Conclusion B explanatory
By jennilee Not published yet. Sponsored by Readable.com
cheatography.com/jennilee/ Last updated 11th September, 2026. Measure your website readability!

Page 6 of 13. https://readable.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/the-fact-that-functions
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://readable.com

Cheatography

< & (cont)

("the fact that...") functions Cheat Sheet
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hFameEVSE
DTIH. Whatis
this called?

Here, £ W5 is
simply introducing
a name/descrip-
tion.

BATEBL LR
RZE, Working
in Japan is difficult.
The experience/fact
of working in Japan
is difficult.

~ Z &: More direct
and grammatical.

O Action - turn
into noun &< - &
<l

AARENFFEEZEVSZER., KER
12, The fact that you can speak
Japanese is a great strength.

Instead of talking about the grammar/a-
ction itself, you're talking about the
fact/situation.

~ & L5 Z &: More conceptual and
explanatory.

[ Entire idea/situation — treat it as one

concept

Bl :

BATEHLS - TEERTHS, £W52
&

It feels like: "This whole thing called

‘working in Japan'...

EEBERBETEEV,
Living is not easy. (General statement)

EEBEVSZERBERETREAL,

=Making a logical conclusion. B

i AAREE AR
VS DIE
BADN B,

AHHEA, SEBRKRKTT L,
Tanaka-san is off today.

Studying
Japanese takes
time, you know.
B:&WSZ &, £BICE@FKREW
AT, That means he won't
come to the meeting, right?

=More conver-
sational

BAZFEMRT
WS 2ER
BEADH D,
The act of
studying
Japanese takes
time.

=More formal/co-
nceptual.
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< & (cont)

("the fact that...") functions Cheat Sheet
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The thing/experience of living is not easy.

£ O = a thing (concrete or abstract like love or happiness)

NOTE: £ M can also refer to the past.

FHROZAIZE, K< ITBESIZRKAEEDE, When | was a child | often used to come to this place.

And what it's saying is that in the past it was a thing. And it has a kind of personal implication. It's a thing, it's a thing | think about, it's a thing |

remember / to me, those past memories are a thing, they're a reality.

Compare:

REICT212 &N BB, The fact of my having been to Tokyo exists.

REICIT2 12 M7 is in English like saying | used to go to Tokyo and it has much more emotional weight. It's like saying This is a thing | used

to do, this is something that used to happen.

~EVWSEM =
What something
IS / its nature

[J Essence /
nature / concept

USAGE:

OO That's just

how things are

OO That is
what you call .

That's what IS

~EVSEOTRAELW ‘It
doesn't mean that ; |t's not
necessarily )

=This rejects an overly simple

assumption.

O Core logic A —» B You're
saying: X You cannot automa-
tically conclude B from A.
ADBOZESEVSEDOTRE
7% \\s You shouldn't go around
badmouthing people.

Here, EVS5EDTIFE LV
means: “It's not the kind of thing
that one should do.”

~EDOTEEW “You
shouldn't ~ / It's not
something one should do”

=This is a general rule or
social/moral expectation.

B\Yz [\EHK] ©ELC
THEDTIEELV, You
shouldn't waste food.

[0 Nuance Compared with:
~TEVEFZW

~EDH /I ~BA
A “No way!” /
“Absolutely not!”

=This is a strong

emotional denial.

EA D - casual /
conversational

€0 H - stronger
/ more standard

~EDIENS | ~H DT “Because

It's because ~

This is used when giving an explan-
ation or excuse, especially for
something that happened.

[0 Nuance Compared with ordinary
A5 | DT, it often sounds like: “The
thing is, because ~...”

It can sound like you're explaining
yourself / giving an excuse.
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£ ® (cont)
OO It's only natural ~ This is different from simply: EOTEBE W cansound TABIE, TE BENERLEOENS. EH
that ~ more like: “That's simply & ®MOA ! Noway U ELU . | was late because
not how one should | could do that! the train was delayed.
behave.”
OO "That's what EVWSEDTIEAL is often So it's often more general HABA. FEZ HHTE2/ZEDT, K<FDH
youcall ~; — softer and more philosophical. / moral / principle-like. £E0hH, Like EEBATL . It was my first
especially for judging someone like that? time, so | didn't really unders-
a situation No way! tand.
OO "You really i

shouldn't / That's not
how ~ should be |

BENHNEERBEVSEDOT
lF 7LV, It's not that having
money automatically means
you're happy.

B SLEDABTVVEVNSED
TV, Expensive things
aren't necessarily better.

~EW5 £ M USAGES :

BEREELS [THRIER] 3ETFALCBEZ TN ZHEESTSENE, “Becoming moody for no reason—that’s what women are like.”
“Becoming moody for no reason—that’s what women are like.” “Getting grumpy for no reason is simply the nature of women.”

~E WS E M : This sounds like you're identifying someone as a woman or saying something literally defines a woman.

1. Thatis whatyou call | ; Thats what iS4

(kBT D, ThAHNABEVWSEDK, People make mistakes. That's simply human nature.
BATRENRBEVSEDR, Doryoku suru koto ga seikd to iu mono da.

(Gives a feeling of defining the true nature of something.)

2. "That's just how things are

ABEVWSEDE, kBN SESE DK, Human beings are creatures who learn from their mistakes.

By jennilee Not published yet. Sponsored by Readable.com
cheatography.com/jennilee/ Last updated 11th September, 2026. Measure your website readability!
Page 9 of 13. https://readable.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/the-fact-that-functions
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://readable.com

Cheatography

£ ® (cont)

("the fact that...") functions Cheat Sheet
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(Can express a general truth or the speaker's understanding of how something naturally works.)

3. Tlit's only natural that ~

BEGEINE., EFICHDEWVWSEDE, If you practice every day, naturally you'll improve.

(The feeling is: “Of course you'll improve. That's simply how things work.” There is more judgment / obviousness / general principle.)

4. "That's what you call ~1 — especially for judging a situation (This usage is very expressive.)

AN 7O0EVSEDE, This is what you call a professional.

(The speaker is looking at someone's excellent work and declaring: “Now THAT is a professional.”)

5. TYou really shouldn't / That's not how ~ should be 4

~E0OES5 “If | could (I
would)” ; I it were
possible to )

Usually: V potential + €
nEs

=But often the speaker
thinks it's difficult or
unlikely.
THE0%s8, 57
<{7&7ZV, Ifl could
go, I'd go right now.

=But often the speaker
thinks it's difficult or
unlikely.

TERENDBS, X2
TH T, If you think you
can do it, go ahead and

try.

~FEVWEDH “Can't we

somehow 2~ | “lsn't there
o
some way to *

=This expresses a strong
wish or desire for a
solution.

£S5 B5BEVE
M H,. Can'titbe made a
little cheaper?

BAEDTEBLVED
Ao Isn't there some way
we can do something

about it?

[0 Nuance Compare:

V dictionary + &£ D75 “If
someone were 0~ / “if you dare ~

~ & OO “Although 4

even though :

=Especially when the result would
be bad or impossible.

BEoLE0OD, RIEME
TLW& L, Although |
bought it, | haven't used

TARBRCERZTHIENDRS,
®’5nd&k, If you were to say
something like that, you'd get in
trouble. it yet.
The feeling is: “If you actually go 0 Nuance
and do that...” It often implies a

serious consequence.

i &/ & can simply
connect contrasting facts.

~ENBSvs ~ED
D

These look VERY
similar but are

completely different.

TH280%5, 17
720
I'd like to go.

If | could go,

£ 075 =hypoth-
etical possibility

T2EE00, EL-
<BH21
Although | went, |
didn't enjoy it.
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£ ® (cont)
=Depending on context, it can TEFEEAND ? Can'tyoudoit? £ MO D emphasizes: EOD =
have a challenging feeling: “If although
you can actually do it...” |/ despite
TEBRVEDTT A ? Isn't there “A happened / is true,
some way you could do it? BUT the expected

result didn't happen.”

The £ O version sounds more like So:
you're earnestly wondering whether a
solution exists.

A - you'd expect B
X but B didn't happen

~ & O &HB “There is something ~ ~EQEBS /I ~EDOER
about it” b hB “l believe |t js

generally thought that "
This is related to £ W5 € D&, More formal.
but without (.

You'll see this a LOT in:
BEVSEDORELL, Loveis HOFEICEF. AZRBETEZE0HN OO business Japanese

a complicated thing. &, There is something about his
story that moves people.

BEVSEOEAMSHEL, | COMBEIZETEREBINH S, OO reports
don't know what love really is.
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£ ® (cont)

Here: & W5 £ M = “this can become: 00 news

thing/concept called love”

It makes the noun feel more COMBEIZE, AZBIEDHRDEDNHB, Thereis OO formal writing

abstract or conceptual. something about this movie that draws people in.

Compare: Here £ M is basically: “something”

FBEHMS57%E LV, | don't know but it often refers to anintangible quality/feeling. HERKDEDEBWVWET, |believe he will
love. come.

BEVWSEOZEHSEL, | SHEVBERIDENDERDNET, ltis
don't know what love really is. thought that it will continue to increase.

=The second sounds more
philosophical/deep.
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