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Cheatography

Types of Keigo

(Respectful / Honorific Expressions)
[B#EE] TA TV : Honorific
[F#ZEE] AL £5Z : Humble
[TEFE] TLWRWLI : Polite

Superior/client's [superior's action]
Superior/client's [own action]
Aquaintance/Work

Plain Form : Casual Family/Friends

Plain/Casual POLITE KENJOUGO = HUMBLE SONKEIGO = HONORIFIC SONKEIGO = NEGATIVE

be/exist W3 WEg - [B?] &3 2L520L%%
BYRT WES2L»VWET

come, go 1< TEET - [23] FW3 S2LWS2LPVERT L52L»540
FWWET

ask/listen A< BEXT - [AW] 52455 S BESICBYET
SHANVKT

do I LERY WELERT BEWVWERT BESBTL

eat, drink BX%, 8t BXET 2 VEEERT - [BLLEAB] = [BLEASHEV]

REET HLHANRT

meet &5 20VFT SHEBRIEAHPUERT S BR2VIECRYET

watch, see R REY - [HERLFT] = [ZEICAEYET] CBICEESHEVD
FWHFALET - CB8AICKBYERT

give HFs HFET - [ELLEFFET]
ELHFET

receive €55 E/5VKRT  VEEERT

give me <hs <h&ET EZVET

wear B3 BEY [BBELICEYET] BALICBESEWV

BHLICBYERT
say g5 EVET (name)& [RALET] [113] Bo2L¥s5iV
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EESLFRT
take #¥o T BoTITEERT BEEVELET
know Ho>TWD HOTWET [FHTHYET]

FALTHYET
sleep B3 BEY
~ing ~TW\W3 ~TVWET ~THYET
be ~12 ~T9 ~TIEVET

Bo2LPVET
BEEICRYET
ZEFALTY

SBRKICED SBRKICHESBENV

—TW52L» VKT

~TLS2L®PVET 2L52L®5%E0

SONKEIGO = Superior/client's [action]

BE#FE = Used when we are talking to or referring to someone who is superior to us. Ex. Boss, elders, clients, teachers, customers. Can be

heard in business or formal situations.
-Focus on listener's or other's action (we are putting them up)

Affirmative

EESARITICVUS LY WET D,

Where are you going for your trip?

BFHEAVSLPVETH,
Do you have any children?
[[EX] TABWTEBLENYETD,

Will you be eating here?

Z[EA] LW UABERRBRAESE LY VETH,

What is your husband's name?

HREIEFS [RFER] E5RANAWHIRBICE > 1E%Z [BfF] ZTALT
ER

Does the president know the year-end party was moved next week?

ENKSVWEAARFEZMBBEEVRT A,

How long did you study Japanese?

Negative

A HFEAR [BFELR] BSRAHAVICVS2LPVE
Iho

Will Ms Tanaka be coming to the year end party?

B.LWLWA, WE2L»5BWERBVWRTY,

No, | don't think he will come.

Passive (Honorific) FIRST LEVEL

The passive form is used to speak from the speaker's perspective / to keep the subject "I". (He told me - | was told by him). It is also used to

express your feelings (like you are a victim) towards someone/else’s action (upset, happy, embarrassed, etc.) or you're trying to think from the

victim’s POV. {[0!J Note: the passive form is often used to increase the level of politeness.
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Passive (Honorific) FIRST LEVEL (cont)

Plain Polite Passive [Z5F] > F&iFV

(D) verbs, replace the vowel in the last sound with the equivalent
sound containing &, then add 1%.

FOread > - @mEND isread
KET

§59 speak = (& 759 speak = & L% is spoken
FEET

(%) verbs, replace the % with 5h%.
BX% eat= 7=X% eat = X515 is eaten

BXET
R%see2 R %% see » RSN is seen (passive), but &1 3
E) can see (potential)

Irregular
k% 9 RET KD - RS nB (higher degree of politeness)

TB5>LFT EhBpoliterthan (X9 form) = BEVET
(honorific form, politer still).

[Z85E] Passive & V-£9 LAY ET

First Level : Using Passive Form V-EF LB ET

-More respectful pattern than the passive form

XXDONTs: Cannot be used with 1 mora-verb and Group 3
verbs. Instead, we use special verbs.

#HREFESRERSNELIRZ, The president already went home. #FLWViPadZ B BEWICE VY ET A, Wil you be buying the new
iPad?

BHEPHSNIATTA ? Have you given up drinking? NV =FEWICIEY) EFT A, Will you be using the computer?

FREAK7RICRSNET, Mr. Nakamura is coming at seven. EEVWEANATD 1= EHE 2N YIZKYETH, Did Ms.
Satoi make the schedule?

HREKEBES HR—IAN [HER] Lv>25&S5EnEL . The REBEOFERFVOEERABROICEVET, The plan for the

department head will go on a business trip to Singapore next week. meeting is always decided by the department head.

# /Z + Noun, Adj. Adv (Respectful form)

#$ = attached to Japanese origin Z = attached to Chinese origin
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& /Z + Noun. Adj. Adv (Respectful form) (cont)

Nouns: HE., BHl. BMHLE, K, BF. & Nouns: TRk, & [ER] VWITFA (opinion), ZHRIT. Z3EX, & DEE] 585V (cauti-
&, BE on), Z [EA] A BV (quide), MR
Adi BR. BEF, & [B] 0F. BitL- Adj Z [#0] 82 LA (earnest), & [#Fk] LAED
W, & [BL] bAry
Adv: ZHHIZ, Z¥2<W)

SONKEIGO
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"LEVELS OF ASKING SOMEONE TO DO SOMETHING FOR YOU"
OOcciEmEe [ER] LS L& E2BLTLEE W,
OOCs5siCBmEs [ER] UwSL&EHEELETV,
OOC55ICEMES [ER] U5 L& E2HEEVLETETH.
OOC55ICBHES [ER] LS L& ERBEVLEFEITLESD,

Please write your name and address here.

Note: & (attached to Japanese origin) /Z (attached to Chinese origin) + Noun, Adj, Adverb to make it a respectful word.

KEIGO IN PLAIN FORM

-If you are talking to your close friend and referring/talking about someone superior or have respect to.

RIFMEFICVWS 2L % 3D ? What time will the general manager come?

[FF#] 0P LEARFIOL—NELSKEE 2, Ms Hirabayashi gave me chocolates.

KEIGO CONSISTENCY

-You have to be consistent throughout the entire sentence. The nouns, adj, adverbs, verbs must be in keigo.

X ZIloHBHE [FFF] LwSLesaBEELIEET,
OOocssicasBaes [FEmM] UvSL&aHEE LS,

Please write your name here.

V-&%+ £ 9 T KEIGO OF VERB-T FORM

XXDONTSs: Cannot be used with < 722 () or to tell someone to do something.
XENELTLEZ L,

OO0BRXTLEE W,

OOBBLLEAYLSEZW,

Please eat.

Normal: [BER] W5 X [&] 2ZHL T, SHERLELENSHKWVWATT,
Polite: [FER] W5 N [#] 2ZHLEL T, SHEELENSBEVWATT,

| ran a fever last night and it still hasn't gone down this morning.

Normal: Z1—AZEVT, F2<YLELL,
Polite: —1—AZBEVEL T, F2<YLFEL L,

| was surprised because | heard the news.

[—FrE&] Vo L& FAHVWERYEL T, o o
| did all my best and...

KENJOUGO = Superior/client's [own action]

aZag = Used when we want to talk about OUR actions
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KENJOUGO = Superior/client's [own action] (cont)

-Focus on speaker's action (we are humbling ourselves)

(Subject) & (Special Humble Verb)
RKBORERICELESYET,

I'll come again on Saturday.
[¥F] GAELBAFEZMBRLIZVWELELL,

| studied Japanese for half a year.

TUYONEBRLET,
My name is Eric Van.
TAXUANSS)E LI,

| came from the US.

HEORE [RE] S<TRCHBCALUEL L,

| met the president's wife.

55 M A (Insider - Your social circle) 4@ A (Outsider - People that the speaker don't know very well)

-Humbling the people inside -Giving honor or respect to the person outside of our circle and we are humbling ourselves
-Company -Strangers

-Family -Clients

-Organization -Customers

-Friends

# (V-39) L E 9 Humble Speech for Group 1/2 Verbs Z (Verb) L &9 Humble Speech for Group 3 Verbs

XX Exceptions: Use & for BEEL £ 9 (call) and BHWRLET
(promise)Call

!0!CNote: There must be another agent for these kind of verbs :
Call (someone) = (someone) [CHBEBEFL T
Introduce (someone) = (someone) ([ Z [HBN] L&S5H L

Invite (someone) = (someone) I [B#EF] L&5EVWLET

BEZ¥S5TTh, - BFBLEL &S5D, Itlooks so heavy. Shalllcarry SHODFEZIKBHALET, | will explain today's schedule.
it for you?

MAHRICAT 1)L 2SS ELET, |wiltell the presidentthe 2#0OHZEZ [RH] HAHVLET, Il show you around the
schedule. office.
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[FRFERE] & (V-F9) LET (cont)

RAET [E] <V ULET. My older brother will take [BF] VL KICVERBEED [BNA] L&SHAWVWULET, First, Il

you in his car. introduce Professor Ito.

BEREBANLET, Il pour you some tea. BRBEFIE55TI [AE] &5VWLET, Il prepare the meals here.

R=IR>ZHEELLET, [lllendyou a pen. FENEDLILBERFITEHKLET, Incase the schedule change, I'll contact
you.

TEINEIGO = Aquaintance/Work

T 25 = Used to people we are not very closed to but we still want to be polite to them. (eg. strangers in public places)

Special Verb
Special Verb: Z& WX ¥ =Polite of  Noun/Adj T & WX T = Polite of T EBLWTL & 5 A =Polite of WWNTT A
HYNET
LAR—KNERD [H] 2<K2OLIC A GV, THEERITTIETVET, A BREPFAHAERBLVTL &S H,
ZEVET,
The report is on my desk. A lFV, THEELRITTIETVET, What would you like to drink?
RALBEESSIZTEVETH, Yes, this is Sumitomo Bank. B.O—kE—Z&BWLET,
Where is the restroom? B.IZN—H)INVYV1—-23>0OIUTEHN, 25— Coffee, please.
CTABEVLERT,
This is Miku of Universal Solutions. May | speak to Mr A ZONYTLY RZVEEVWTERBL-
Miller? WTL &5,

May | have one of these pamphlets?
B. &\, £5%,

Yes, go ahead.

Express Request Politely
V-TLKEETVWEBAD / V- (Subject) & HV-FHFH)EE HONORIFIC: V-T WEETEEA D “Could Causative V-T WV IEE E

T<NhEHEAND "Couldyou L "Could you please (do this  you please...?; Would you please do me the t A B "Would you please
please..." for me)..." favor of “ing*?” let me..."
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Express Request Politely (cont)

KEIGO Cheat Sheet

by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/44552/

-Very polite of asking someone to do
something

JE— [#] 4 [B<] 52&%
AN, B&O2ERTEEZVEE
A B. The copying machine is not
working, could you please take a
look?

-2 -0 A XEEEAEL -

F. BWERS ] eUHRTLE
EVWEREAD,
this weater wrong, may | ask you to

I've got the size of

exchange it?
K<BEZAFBATLEN., 85—
BT 2T EEVWEEAD, |didn't
hear it well, will you kindly say it one
more time?

-Respectful way of asking
someone to do something

XXDONTSs: Cannot use
this pattern with special
keigo verbs except for eat
and look (eg. B L £A
3. ZEBIZED)

cclcamie [1Er]
LwSL&zBEVWTLSE-
&\, Please write your
name and address here.

X loasWs2L» W<
ZEL,
here.

Please come

OoEsSEHEL LAY
<rEEL,
yourself (in eating).

Please help

OO0&ESEREBLSLEE

L\, Please take a look.

-Asking someone of a higher
status to do something for
you

-More polite than V-T< IZ&
W

LR—KAEDYELE, H
TEICRTVWERETEREA

Ao
Could you please check it

| finished the report.

before | submit it?
TES5TCEFERNEL -
MRUTVWIEREGTEEA
b‘o
Could you please search for it

| forgot my phone here.

for me?
RVEFDASBEVATT-
M HATVWEETERA
b‘o
could you please teach me?
JE— [#] 2ofEVEZEH
ATVEEGEREAD,
Would you teach me how to

| don’t know how to do it,

use the copying machine?

-Asking permission that you will do
something

JbE— [#] EofEbETVWEEHRE
A B Would you let me use the copying
machine?

(@] C€2% [T9] 3L 1EL0-
T, ClCLEFs<EZLEHEBVEE-
FTEEAD. Would you let me park my
car here for a while? | want to unload the
luggage.
[PNEVDOT
WEETEREAD,
Would you let me leave early.

[RE] THVEET
I'm not feeling well.

Invite someone to do sthg

“V-£FL &S5 H / V-85 A "Shall we...?" “Shall I/We...” V-£H A B "Would you; do you want to; shall we ~"

By jennilee Not published yet.
Last updated 9th October, 2024.

Page 7 of 11.

Sponsored by CrosswordCheats.com
cheatography.com/jennilee/ Learn to solve cryptic crosswords!

http://crosswordcheats.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/keigo
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://crosswordcheats.com

Cheatography

Invite someone to do sthg (cont)

KEIGO Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/44552/

-Used to invite someone. It is also used when

-When you want to invite someone to do something

responding positively to an invitation.

-Can be used to offer help by asking someone.

B5&2EREFL &S,

FEHS A ? Shalll help you?

BFEVWELEL &S5H, Shalll help you?

Let's have a break.

{C!CNote: An invitation using V &t A A shows more consideration to the listener's
will than that using V &L & 5. Sounds assertive.

—4EC FEAN TEEHE AN, Won't you come to Kyoto with us?
BFEIZLER AN ?Would you care for some tea?
B H BEETERANITE £ A A ? Do you want to go to school tomorrow by bike?

MAKE STATEMENT "Had him do sth for me"

V-TEHES5 V&
K

-Used when
someone
equal did
something for
you.

-Received an
action from a
person of a
equal status

V-TWEE
E3x )

-Used when
someone
higher did
something for
you.

-Received an
action from a
person of a

higher status

V-Causative

-Used when the speaker tells a person from outside his own group that he will make someone from within
his group something.

-When verbs denoting emotions are used (make someone feel something). It doesn't matter what the status
is as long as you make someone feel something (even if it's your mother, father, sister, etc. as long as they
made you feel something). Eg. 03 %, LET2, M2HhWTD, [EXF] KBZH, BELL, BB,
etc.

FR)REICH F)BRICH RICBVES, BBFELSLEETV, AV [E] €0 [BR] THAZICTLEET,
BALTESL BLTWEE
E 9%/ EFXRLI,
| had my friend | had the When you arrive at the station, please call me. | will send someone to pick you up.
explain it to department
me. manager

explain it to

me.
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MAKE STATEMENT "Had him do sth for me" (cont)

Nuance: You do not care if the A A*V) [&] € ® (person in charge) has a higher status or equal than you because he is outside of your group.
FHROK, EAFHET, BEOEEEELE,

When | was a child, | made my mother worry because of my poor health.

HirrzEBZLEE LBV,

| don't want to make you sad.

Politely ask someone to do smth

V-TEHE5AFEBAD V-WEEFGEBA V-E£E5ABVWTL& V-Wiz 2@ EWTL &
bi) S5 S5h

"Would you mind...?; Could you possibly...?; Can you please... (do this for me)?"
-More polite than T< 72 & L "Please do something for me"

-All of them basically mean the same thing, it's just a matter of the level of Keigo.

RWEFDASEBTIN, BRATATEFEREAD, I don't know how to do it, could you please teach me?
HeEA, @z [B2F] 82T0EFE2TESAFEFEAD, Mr Tanaka, can you help me unload my luggage?
FhEh, 0O [EBE] LLBVOEEFEZHATESAKVT Tim, could you please tell me how to write this document?
L&S5hH,

ITRE, EBOBBEBRXTAE—FZLTVEEFEVTLES Ms Miller, would you mind giving a speech at our wedding?
i
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