Cheatography

Express Experience

Japanese Verb Tenses Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/42920/

Formation:

V-%

W-Adj+ &N H B
7%-Adj / Noun + 72 7=

VERBS

ADJ / NOUNS

V-7 + C & %% “I have done/been...; | have the experienc- Adj/Noun past + C & /7% % There was a time when..."

ed..."

-(Lit. The fact that this happened exist)

BEAEHEG 22N HBD?

Have you dated a Japanese person?
ABHFBE2ECENHB?

Have you (ever) bought a car?

B. kW, %, Yes,|have.
B.WW&x, &ZWTY, No,|havent.
ThEB2ICENFHYET,

| have thought of that before.

-Use this to describe situations that are a few years old.

XXDONTSs: You can't use this grammar to describe events of recent past

NFTFR>REGH 212N H V) ET, (to describe event of several years
old)

FERANTFIEAREGEAH 22T, (to describe event of recent past)
There was a time when bananas were very expensive.

[EBMRT] C<EWH) &5 [FE] ANAE S ENBUET,
There was a time when an international travel was inconvenient.
MERZEE S ENFBYET.

There was a time when | was a student.

Occasional Occurence "Sometimes"

Formation:

V-%

WiE-Adj+ CENBD
Noun + T&H %

ADJECTIVES NOUNS

V-% + C &I % "There are times when; Sometim-  \V/7& Adj + C &5 %% "There are times when; Noun+ T®%% + C &N %% There

es..."

Used with Adverbs of Frequency:

W2 % (always), &< (often), && &
imes), 7f=FEIC (occasionally)

Sometimes..." was a time when..."

-Z & is directly put after the adjective as Z & is
grammatically a noun.

Z (somet-
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Occasional Occurence "Sometimes" (cont)

ERICAROL&SE2EBRLIENBIET, [RE] L&<ESOERNYBLERICE- HFHOFTUHPE [BY] CEEOTH
WCeEr®Hs, &N HB,
| read Japanese novels occasionally. The cafeteria's food is occasionally spicy. = There are times when this shop's

merchandise is fake.

EFRIZBAED [PMH] LeSE2Z2FRmE &N BYF HEBEBIBEIENHYET, [ERITE] PAZSHBEETHD &N
3. L0
Occasionally, | read a Japanese novel. There are times when Sundays are quiet.  There are times when nurses are males.
[RKiFEE] ZVES) &S5 [RITH] OZS5EICE- ZFROBEVRBEL PRV END
BENBYERTY, %,
There are times when the president rides the plane. The school washroom is sometimes not
clean.
VOCABS:

[/~88] L&S5E D : novel
[E#] (€€ D : counterfeit
[EE®R] "AT A : nurse

"Have never done" "Have not..yet" "No need to"

V-Toe + SEHIR) BV I HYEEBA  V-T ()AL "Haven't done... yet" V-Ile+ &) BV I HYEEBA
“I have never done...” “There is no need to...”

Negative Present Perfect Tense

COMERREZEH)RV, AFLVHBEZBEL LD, Have you seen the new movie? BAEOTANIEELZDSOHET-
BlERBEVK,
| have never seen this movie before. B. DA A, RT#AL\, |haven't seen it yet. Tomorrow's test will be easy, so it's

nothing to worry.

TNRESLEZERBYET, VS. §AEEBATL L, |didn’t watch. (Sounds like you chose to
not watch it but decided not to after all.)

| have not thought of that before.

"Used to do something™ Nostalgia*

-Speaker used to do something often in the past and you do not do it anymore

V-Iz& A "Usedto V..." & <...VIz2 T ?"Used to always V"
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"Used to do something™ Nostalgia* (cont)

Words often used with this grammar:  -Used to recall something from the past and get that feeling of nostalgia

-Adding adverb of frequency in your sentence also adds that nostalgic feeling because if this is not
added, it will sound like you just can’t remember it and just trying to recall something

Words often used: Words often used:

1. [B] &AL V-1 97 Backin 1. &K</EH/EE

the day, | used to V

2. Adverb of frequency 2. Adverb of frequency
3. &<: Often

&< [HR] 240 [AAE] A  K<KRKEEZZIZKE2 . |used to come here often with my family.
FEOFEVZELTVWESBAL,
| used to often help with my VS
grandpa’s rice field.
[RIR] M ELERLK T TITKRIEE  FRIREZ IR 2 (F 2 Did | come here with my family?
AT,
| used to come here often with my
family.

"To become (something)" "To finally become™

(N) € &% /V-% C &(Cx% "To naturally become™ N+ &%B&% /V-% C & &% "Tofinally become”
- Adj +IZ2 D [ Adj+ <D -Has the feeling of “Finally!”
-To naturally become !O!CNote: Adjectives do not come before ... &£ %%,

-The change is expected by everyone

-To change time/season

&%I27% 2z, It became night. EETDLERD,
WL *®IC%& %, Tobecome a doctor. We are finally getting married. (After all the heartbreak and ups and downs)
HPEAREEERS,

Tanaka is finally a doctor! (After all the struggles he has experienced)

"l decided to do (something)"

V-% + Z&C9 % “1JUST decided to (do V-3 +c&lCLzM V-% + 2 &IZLTWS "I've decided to do so and | make it my
something)...” decided to..." personal rule. "
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"l decided to do (something)" (cont)

Japanese Verb Tenses Cheat Sheet
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-Used if the activity will be a habit

-If you have decided to do something
JUST NOW

CNASBRZ VIV ZTBEILT
60
day from now on.
FLLWEZESZEICLEL&S,
Let's decide to buy a new car.

I've decided to go running every

*

NEGATIVE:
V- + Z &9 "l decide not to do"

-Used if the activity will be a habit

-If you have decided to do something
JUST NOW

HEEFSBTLEZRBVWI EICLE, |
decided not to watch TV today.

FEEBREARICETNERNDZEICLE,
| decided to eat sushi for dinner.

-The decision was made not
JUST now but it was a week/a
month ago.

REBES5 &L,
to buy a house.

| decided

V-Z\\ + 2 &IC U 1= "l decided
not to..."

-The decision was made not
JUST now but it was a week/a
month ago.

B3HIICENXZVEIC Lk,
I've decided to stop eating before
going to bed.

-Used to express personal resolutions (eg. new year's resolu-
tion)

XX DONTSs: Do not use it for things people do because of their
national customs or tradition.

FTRAVAIZTATWRHE, FANPATLS 2ZHRSZEICLT
W%, Although | live in the US, | make it a rule to take off my

shoes at the entrance.

g [rx] CEenZi—X [FH] FA<AazZ L
CLTWa,
every evening.

BRPHICFEES CEICLTVS,
wash my hands before | eat.

| decided (as a rule) to watch the local news

| decided (as arule) to

V-EZW + ZEICLTWS "I've decided NOT to do so and |
make it my personal rule. "

-Expresses personal resolutions that from now on, you won't do
something

BHEZHEZEVWCEICLTWVS,
drink alcohol.

| decided (as a rule) to not

BV [R] A<ZEDHEVZEICLTVET,
rule) not to buy expensive clothes.

| decided (as a
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"l decided to do (something)" (cont)
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#o [BMHE] O&O2EHRZICEDBE VI &IZL . | decided not to tell her
my secret.

*

BEEOABVWZEIZLTVWET,
tell a lie.

| decided (as a rule) not to

VOCABS
[+4] Uw> & A : enough
[#t] UE & : local
[F##] FEA<H : program

"It's been decided" vs "Decided on N"

V-% + < &7 % "It's been decided that..."

-The decision is made by somebody else (not specified) or you made the
decision WITH somebody else (eg. It's the law, rule). Things that you did not
decide and you have to follow that rule.

-Speaker or subject has no control over the situation. But even if they did, it is
used to project humility.

-Japanese use this when firing a subordinate "Oh it's been decided that you've
been let go". Also when asking a subordinate to do something unpleasant.
This construction deflects blame (it is indirect). Or if the change is really good,
it mitigates envy.

BHHEGKICES &Il 27z, WE decided/agreed to meet at 6 tomorrow.
(The decision was mutual)

V-% + &I 2TLVS "It's been
decided as a rule to do..."

-Used for laws and regulations,
schedules, apppointments that are yet to

occur.
-It's not mentioned who imposes these

rules. But usually it's the government or
authority that's obvious.

BATRER [E] #50EfZESDC-
ElZBO2TVS,
rule) that cars run on the left side of the

It's been decided (as a

road in Japan.

<N>%Z R®>3
(EHB)"To
decide on / to
choose <Noun>

CIERAZRROSD.
To decide on / to
choose an
answer.
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"It's been decided" vs "Decided on N" (cont)
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It's been decided that I'll

BERFERZICADCEILAYEL L,
enter uiniversity next year.

SRABAEIZBDZEICBYELE,
home to Japan next month.

It's been decided that I'll go

HAETARN—T A —ICHFRAZF>TLKBD LB 2=, It'sbeen

decided that Ms. Tanaka will bring sushi to the party.

*

NEGATIVE:
V- W + Z &2 % "It'll be decided not to do"

-The decision is made by somebody else (not specified) or you made
the decision WITH somebody else (eg. It's the law, rule). Things that
you did not decide and you have to follow that rule.

SHEELEZOA BV EICKEYELE,
one will use the car today.

It's been decided that no

dOFI74LAD [BR] PACAZ [BH<] 3E<EED AAKE
NADVZNFTHZEICB 2T, It's been decided (as a rule) that
everyone wears a mask to prevent covid infection.

[—#&] WoEA [FEE] 25ES5 LY EARANSEEAET-
TETR LB PTVET,
ordinary workers work from Monday to Friday.
I7—HAFFBBICEE] 52 VEEAAN [HE] Le>@ED>F3C-
EIZBETVWET, It's been decided (as a rule) that Air Canada flies
to Japanese 5 times a week.

It's been decided (as a rule) that

V-V + 2 &2 2 TLS "it's been decided as a rule NOT to do..."

-Used for laws and regulations, schedules, apppointments that are

yet to occur.

[RERFE] #EVRAL®E [HE] EHzROEV &I
2 TWB, It's been decided (as a rule) that minors can't drink

alcohol.

By jennilee Not published yet.
cheatography.com/jennilee/

Page 6 of 12.

Last updated 30th October, 2024.

Sponsored by CrosswordCheats.com
Learn to solve cryptic crosswords!
http://crosswordcheats.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/japanese-verb-tenses
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://crosswordcheats.com

Japanese Verb Tenses Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/42920/

Cheatography

"It's been decided" vs "Decided on N" (cont)

MEBERESRETSBVIEILBYELE, Its [HRE] £50&5T&5T [BHBEA] BEHTARBLVEOZERNETVWC
been decided that we won't sell the house anymore. EIZBE2TWET, It's been decided (as a rule) that granda doesn't eat much

sweets due to diabetes.

BT, FHEFATEREVC LK, It's [BR] LEAZ [£3] ££51:01C [AY] shYREYSHEVWCEILEST
been decided that the children won't play outside W&E T, It's been decided (as a rule) to not cut the surrounding trees to protect
because of the rain. nature.

VOCABS:

[B%] A AtEA :infection

[B5<] A€ < : prevent

[—#&] W2 IEA : ordinary

[F3@E] 255 L % : workers
[REFEE] &ELVHRAL® : minors
[¥EFRAB] £5C&£ 50«5 : diabetes

V-Td& % "lt's been done and now it's ready”
(X) has been V-Td % "X is now ready for a current purpose”
The focus is the ongoing state of X as a result of an action done on purpose to it and now X is ready for use.

-Action is done on purpose by an unnamed agent (they are not mentioned that is why intransitive verbs are used) because they are not
important, unknown or obvious.

-The result of the action remains visible/continues; X is now "ready".
-X typically takes the subject particle A*
-Or topic particle [& (When X is a topic, is contrasted, or when the sentence is negative.)

-X sometimes takes the direct object particle .

V-T&®» % USES:
« Transitive Verbs
« Active Verbs

« The result of an action is visible; percievable

CLARIFICATION :

Intransitive : V-TW\% Transitive : V-T& %

R7ZHEWVWTWS, R7ARTTHS,

The door is open. The door is open.
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V-Td& % "lt's been done and now it's ready” (cont)

Japanese Verb Tenses Cheat Sheet
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(Nuance: The door is in a state of being open.)

BRANOVTWS,
The light is on.

AFFIRMATIVE

Transitive : V-"CTd % "It has been... is now ready for a current purpose”

-Describes a state after the action happened.

(Nuance: The focus is in the state of the door being open as a result of
someone opening the door on purpose. And so now, the door is ready
for some purpose: (eg. let people inside.)

BERNr 20 TH .

The light is turned on. (Somebody turned it on and is still on)

-We don’t have to specify who did the action, the important thing is the result; what remains after the action.

Intransitive: Focuses on SOMEBODY who did the action and left it that way. Current state.

-Sounds like somebody is INVOLVED in completing the action and focuses on the current state.

-#" particle is used

d—E—CHBIANTHYET,
Sugar has been put into the coffee.
(Nuance: And it's now ready to drink.)

(Someone put the sugar intentionally into the coffee and the sugar
continuous to be in a state with remains in the coffee and as a result,
the coffee is now sweet and ready to drink.)

BRAODTTHYET,
The lights have been turned on. (And now the we can use the room.)
EYFEIEXTHIET,

(The pizza is half eaten. (And now you don't have to do it.)

T4 0T A [§F] 2<BALTHS,
The online class has been audio recorded.
(Ready for your review if you were absent.)

= (& is used to mark the topic

[BEAY] BRXAESHE2THYET,
The lunchboxes have been bought.
(And they're now ready for lunch later.)

2D [#HZE] 2523 2HRBRLTHS,
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V-Td& % "lt's been done and now it's ready” (cont)

BN [ET] HLTHB, All the classrooms on the 2nd floor have been cleaned.
| turned off the lights (and it's staying that way.) = [& particle is used as contrast. Ex. All the classrooms on the 2nd floor as
opposed tothe classrooms on the other floors have been cleaned and are now
ready to use.
[#H3] LOHTHS, ZTORFESHVTH B,
It has been closed. (Someone left it closed) That song has already been listened to. (And so let's hear the next one.)

[E] BICARRAZ—H (D] B2THUERT,

The poster has been stuck on the wall. (For everyone to
read.)

FHAFE>THDFRER [ERE] 5£<EDCLARNT
JICANEY,

Customers who have taken reservations can directly enter
the restaurant.

(Nuance: Customers went out of their way to make reserv-
ations don't have to line up and can go straight inside the
restaurant.)

NEGATIVE
Transitive : V-T& L\ / & V1) £ A "X hasn't been (done yet)..."

Particle |& is common

[£BE] PVELDREEAFTTHYERA,
The meeting room hasn't been tidied up yet. (So it's not ready for use yet.)
WHIZE (] ZEAEREP>THYEHA,
The dog hasn't been fed yet. (So, can you please feed it?)
BARIFEEZ2<TEL,

Dinner hasn't been made yet. (So can someone make it or do we eat out?)

PARTICLE COMPARISON:

FRAT> TV, BEET> TRV, FRET> TRV,
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V-Td& % "lt's been done and now it's ready” (cont)

(Nuance: | am supposed to cut all the (Nuance: All the other ingredients have (Nuance: All other ingredients have been cut but the

ingredients and by mistake, I've missed been cut and the next one to be cutis the  veggies remain uncut on purpose because | don't

the veggies.) veggies.) know how.)

= 7" is the subject marker and it points out = % indicates direct object and so = & to indicate contrast

H ¥ as something very specific.
doing.

indicates normal process of what you're

VOCABS :
[Ef#] 5& <D : directly

BLTHD vs TH<L

BLWTHD

#< + TH B = Something has been put down and
placed there

Nuance: Ex. Something has been put down and the state

hasn't changed, the state remains there

-A" particle is used

[F] €E€HHB. &5, MEAY [E<] 8LVTH

%O

There's a seat. Oh, somebody has put their bag there.

(Bag has been placed)
PREAD [BEL] BVWTHDHS, AN ED K,

The bag has been placed, so someone will sit here.

ALY [E<] $#VWTHD. 27/ [E<] V0T

nico?

They put towels here. (Towels have been placed).

TH< /&L

-To do something in advance; to
avoid regret in the future

-To do something in advance in
preparation of something

-To maintain a certain situation
as itis;

-To do an action and leave it as it
is

RITRIC, E-2FE2E2THE
L,

Before traveling, | buy the ticket
in advance.

HROFICHMEZEL THEERL
7:0

Before the exam, | studied in
advance.

WS TETARPOEREZD T
THERL I,

| let the window of the room open
until late afternoon.

Causative VEH T + <

-Leave someone/something in its present state

-Leave someone/something to do...

-Used on thos of lower social stature

XX DONTs: Cannot be used to someone

superior than you as it will sound rude.
Ua<A%Z [BR] POVNAATEEETHEL

7':0

| left Jiro to sleep on the bench.

FHEZLES<SBRERTHIS,

Let's leave the kids to play for a while.

RICHBEREETHE LBV,

| don't want to leave him drinking. (Or he may
drink and drive.)
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BWVWTHD vs TH< (cont)

252 TH%, FHEY 7 T7T—DOLETRAETHEEL I, BIIEHREBRETETHIBEVL,

It's already been paid for. | let the kid sleep on the sofa. | can't leave you to clean everything, you know.
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