Japanese Verb Forms Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/44358/

Cheatography

The Magic Triplet

Remember all verbs in these three common forms: (1) dictionary (plain nonpast) form; (2) -T (conjunctive) form; (3) - L\ (negative plain past)
form. For example, "go" is:

TF<I1fI2T/ITH BV

All other conjugations are built from one of these three.

Plain Polite English
(dictionary form) replace -[w]anai with -imasu, or -nai with -masu.

1< 115 7%\ ikanai - ikimasu {TZ &£ 9 go

g5 S\ wanai - imasu EVET say
R3 R\ minai > mimasu R&E 7 see

Present Negative

Plain Polite English
(7% L form) replace -[w]anai with -imasen, or -nai with -masen.

replace -[w]anai with -imasen, or -nai with -masen. 1TH 7%\ ikanai - ikimasen TE £ A don't go
Ehix\ EbH7%\) iwanai - imasen SVEE A don't say
RzWw R 7% \) minai > mimasen REE A don't see

Volitional (Let's/Shall)

Plain Polite English
replace -[©]& %\ with -85, or - L) with -&k S replace {D]&H & W with-WEL & 5, or -V with-EL & 5

114 7%\ ikanai - ikou 725 13/ 7%\ ikanai - ikimashou {TZ EL & 5 went
E2T-8°k Eh 7%\ iwanai » imashita EWVEL 1= said
RT-RE B\ minai » mimashita RE U 7z saw

Masu Stem (and its many uses)

Form the "masu stem" by simply removing & 9 from the polite nonpast form (or from the % \\ form, remove nai and change -[w]a to i). The
result is called the masu stem (A renyoukei), and has many uses.

Stem... V-&=¥ Usage/Meaning Example English
+2) want to ~ BNEW want to eat
TEEV want to go
+HE LW no way | will ~ BNELEW no way I'll eat
TEERLAEV no way I'll go
+P T easy to ZHYRTV easy to understand
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Masu Stem (and its many uses) (cont)
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+I<W hard to FHVICSVY hard to understand

+TED ~ too much BNTEXRT eat too much
RATEET drink too much

+IE S while ~ FENBS while walking
tEZLENS while working

+(Z in order to ~ BN in order to eat
BRI in order to see

+ [#HB] or HLET to start doing something; Start to do ~ PYFLUHB to start doing something
BNEHT to start eating

+ [#H3] 23 113 to continue/keep doing~ BT to keep eating
FAETB to keep reading

+ [#Bh2] &h3/# to finish/to end doing ~ FELEDD to finish talking

holk
RLEDS to finish looking (for something)

+ [EiEZX 3] £55 2%  to make a mistake (mis-verb; ex. mis-read) REEZS misread
RABEZD misapprehend

+ [e] c2B5AVW "It's comfortable..." -Comfortable or having agood ~ Z ORI FE LA LWL, It's comfortable staying in this

feeling. house.

CORY REFELHA VL, It's comfortable sleeping in

this bed.

+H1%/4In% to do something completely to the end FEVI2 to use completely
FEVIskE® have to to use completely
BN TLEVWELLE  sold out

+Phz being too many or too much to finish or complete BNZEhiV can't finish (to eat)
FAHINEV can't finish (to read)

Potential (ability to do; can / can't do)

The potential "Can" form of a verb expresses the ability to do the action the verb describes. ![!CNote: Since the potential and passive forms of
ichidan verbs both end in 5 1%, it is becoming increasingly common to drop the 5 in the potential form.
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Potential (ability to do; can / can't do) (cont)

Plain Potential Passive [Z5F] 5 H&FWV

(%) verbs, replace the % with 541.%. (same conjugation as
passive)

X% eat= oN(5)hd can X5 hPD is eaten

eat
(D) verbs, replace 5 to X, then add %.
FU - FH B canread &END isread
9 = 5t can speak & 7m& N is spoken
Irregular
9% do—>T&S cando &h isdone
<% = Z57% can come Z5 7% (indicates a higher degree of polite-
ness)
H% > HY) ASB canexist H5hnd

Passive (Honorific)

The passive form is used to speak from the speaker's perspective / to keep the subject "I". (He told me — | was told by him). It is also used to
express your feelings (like you are a victim) towards someone/else’s action (upset, happy, embarrassed, etc.) or you're trying to think from the
victim’s POV. ![J![J Note: the passive form is often used to increase the level of politeness.

Plain Polite Passive [Z5F] > & FV

(D) verbs, replace the vowel in the last sound with the equivalent sound

containing @&, then add ©1%.
FOread % > FmEND isread
HET

§59 speak = 1&759 speak = §5& 11D is spoken
EEET

(%) verbs, replace the % with 5h%.
BB eat> B =X eat= =XN5N% is eaten

NET
R%see R #% see & RSN % is seen (passive), but &
EX) % can see (potential)
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Passive (Honorific) (cont)
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Irregular
kB - RKET X% - K5 hB (higher degree of politeness)
IB5LFXT & B politer than (£ 3 form) = &= WX T (honorific form, politer still).
Suffix forms
Noun + Usage/Meaning Example English

+ [#&L] =L  notexist; not present; without; missing~ (same as 7 \\)

LT "without something", where the particle T indicates the missing medium or thing

RIREML / FRER Y No problem

BARABLTEETVEFREW,

TADOUSHI 13 vs JIDOUSHI B &5

Transitive Verb: tadoshi ft &z
ft (other) + BhF (verb)
Noun % (Verb) = A verb done to other things.

There is an agent and you are doing something to it

% is used to indicate the direct object of a transitive verb.

-To check if the verb is transitive, ask the question "what?". If you get
an answer, the verb is transitive. (ex. watch what? eat what?)

Transitive
¥ % todo
Ex. BEZHEBICLEL =, | cleaned the room.

(Lit. I did the room to be cleaned.)

[ET®] 72T % toraise kids
1% % to begin something

Intransitive Verb: jidoshi B B
B (oneself) + EF (verb)
Noun A" (Verb) = A verb done by itself.

The agent conducts itself. The direct object in the transitive
becomes the subject in an intransitive sentence.

7" is used as an intransitive verb. Note that it (normally) cannot
take a direct object

-You get no sensible answer when you ask the question "what"
because the verb can't take a direct object. (ex. laugh what?)

Intransitive
73.% to become
Ex. BB/ FEBIC% V) £ L iz, The room became clean.

[E2] %72 to be raised (eg. raised in the Philippines)
& % something begins
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TADOUSHI #:E5d vs JIDOUSHI B B3 (cont)
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[8AF] 5 A F to move something
[#:72] 23 7% to continue something
[#9] 257 tokil
[BA2] & (15 to open
[£H3] D% to gather
[Ana] Wnh3 toinsert; putin
[#2Z 9] & Z 9 to wake someone up
1E 8 % to stop something
[5E9] 9 toerase
[(%& 9] & &7 to drop something
[£8] 5 to give birth
& ¥ % to raise something
T % to lower something
{41+ % to turn on something
B % % to close something
H 9 to take out something (eg. wallet)
[FFET] &IF T to fly something (eg. an airplane)
[# 3] ZH T to destroy something
[E3] %87 to fix something
Z Z % to change (eg. my life)
[ET3] 72T% tobuild

OOOONote: Verbs that are BOTH TRANSITIVE
B to decide something

Active: | need to decide on the menu.

R&E S something is decided

Passive: The menu was to be decided by me.

e A e A A T T A A A T T A A R

[E<] 5 < something moves (eg. a cat)
[#:< ] D3 < something continues
[3E%] L to die
[B8<] & <opened
[£% 5] D% 5 gather
[AWB] FW3 to enter
[E2Z 3] && 3 to wake up (by yourself)
1% % something stops
[(Bx %] (%% to disappear
[%5%] &%5% something drops
[£FENnB] 5>%FNB tobebomn
F A% something rises
T A"% something lowers
14 < something turns on
B % something closes
% to come out (eg. from machine)
[/3] &4 tofly (eg. bird)
[#En3] ZHhB to be destroyed (out of order)
[E3] %5#&% to be fixed
Zh % to change (eg. my eye color changes)
[2D] =7 to be built

IS TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE THE SAME AS ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE?

No.

Transitive Verb Intransitive Verb

-A verb that takes a direct object -A verb that does not take a direct object

Active Voice Passive Voice
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* (cont)

The subject does the action of the verb The subject is acted upon by the verb

A4 FEARGRTZRTEL Iz,
Koichi opened the door.
Explanation:

-The verb is transitive because it's doing its action to the direct object. This sentence is also in the active voice because the subject (Koichi) is
doing the action of the verb (opened).

O 4 FE Al and RT A are both the topic and subject of these sentences. They're both performing their verbs. They are both in the active
voice.

R7E, AVA4FEACHTShEL L,
The door was opened by Koichi.
Explanation:

-The verb is transitive because it's doing its action to the direct object. But the sentence is in the passive voice because of the special verb ender
S5hELIE.

Causative form -& &%

"I made someone do something; | forced someone to do something; Let somebody do something"

All about the speaker's having a control over. In contrary, in causative form, what comes after the (Z particle is the person who was forced to do
the action.

-lZ (particle indicates who did the action

Formation: (Coercer-Gasugo) & (Doer-Victim) (= (Causative Verb)

Plain Causative

() verbs, change to: %
B> - EbH % make someone buy
559 - 75 & £ % make someone talk
#72 = 5728 % make someone wait

17< = 75 ¥ % make someone go

(%) verbs, change to: 8%
B% - B& % make soneone look

BNX% 9 BAXE % make someone eat

Irregular
¥ % - &% make someone go

<% = &t 5N make someone come

By jennilee Not published yet. Sponsored by Readable.com
cheatography.com/jennilee/ Last updated 6th October, 2024. Measure your website readability!
Page 6 of 17. https://readable.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/japanese-verb-forms
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://readable.com

Cheatography

Causative form -& ¥ % (cont)
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2 TYPES OF CAUSATIVE:

Action teller /4" Doer %/l (Intransitive-C-
ausative V)

"Make/let someone do it"

Intransitive-Causative: Does not take a
direct object

(2 = Teller is letting the doer do it (willingly)

% = Teller is make the doer to do it (not
willingly)

(% Particle: Unwilling)

[BR] 55&5% [KR] SHEHA-
[HER] L2552 HET,

The department manager makes Ms Lo go
to Osaka on business trips.

Flx [(BEF] SATALY Z 2FEEFL
B,
| made the driver wait for 2 hours.

#iF (K] WES NP B I,

| made my younger sister cry.

(I Particle: Willing)
[[ER] TAB&SNIICHKREFL 1=,

Action teller /4" Doer (Z (Place/Object)
Z (Intransitive-Causative V)

-Marking the place of where the action
happens with %Z particle.

(= = Doer
% = Place / Object

(R FHICEBOERZSAES,

| make my child walk on the right side of
the road.

[BR] 55&5% [ETF] AHEKE-
gtEL L

The manager made/let his staff rest.

[BR] £5£5% [BT] 52 ICHS-
EREEERL I

The manager made/let his staff take time
off from work.

Action teller /%" Doer %/IC Direct Object &
(Transitive-Causative V)

"To make/let someone do something)"

Intransitive-Causative: Verb takes a direct object

HREftLLWTIrs, [BR] CTHICHEHIBAD
[£fB] Lo ATZTRAEDE S,

| am busy in the morning so | make my daughter
help prepare breakfast.

BEHFHESIHERERNESETVET,

I make my kids eat veggies everyday.

FEGF [£&] BLECVEL [ER] WHAZ
EhEFRLL,

The teacher let the students freely say their
opinion.

RERICPVEVCEZRPSERT,

Dad lets my brother do what he wants to do.
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Causative form -& ¥ % (cont)
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The store manager let Miku rest.

FEGFFHLEE [BA] LS
(S .

The teacher let the children play
freely.

V-T &% "l let somebody do
something"

(somebody) IZ V causative + T
HFB

-T&HF % is added when the
speaker is doing something nice
for somebody

-If T3 % is not added in the
sentence, the nuance is you are
forcing somebody to do
something

BREANT—LZEDTHEHE
< iz,
continue the game.

My dad let me

[R] EITHICT1—-RERFE
BTHF,
drink juice.

| let my daughter

V-T< 115 "(Somebody) let me do something (and | appreciate that)"

(somebody) #" V causative + T L7z

-Somebody did something for me

-When you want to say somebody did something for ME, T< 1% is
used (appreciation form). A" particle is used to emphasize who did the
nice thing for ME.

BEEANT—FZENESE TN, Mom let me eat the cake.

VS

BBEANT—FZ2ENTL i,
are not going to conjugate the verb into a causative form, it will change

Mom ate the cake for me. (If you

the meaning to "My mom ate the cake, not me. But | still felt grateful.)

V causative + T 1z A 2 J=: "COULD YOU LET ME DO SOMETHING?
(somebody) A" (V causative) + V-TE£5 2 TE LW

!O!CNote: You can use V-T form + £ 5 2 TE W) when asking permission to shorten it

V-5 5 "(Somebody) let me do
something (because | asked
them)"

(somebody) = V causative + T
£E521

-“Someone did me a favor and
I’'m grateful”

[A#F] V&S5 LAIC—ATH
RIZTAETES 272, My
parents let me go to Japan on my
own.
REODSBIZLEFSETES
7= My friend let me stay at her
house (because | asked her).

(You don’t really add &3Z(Z at
the first part bc it's too much)
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Causative form -& &% (cont)

(Object) Z + V-Causative TE S 2 TE L (Set phrase)
FELETESVERRBAN., /EDBTES2TELVLTT A,

Could you let me use it?

Causative-Passive -c 8% + 5h?

“Forced to do something; made to do something; somebody made me do something”

Formation: Causative-Passive € & 5 iz

-One is forced to do something and the speaker is the victim

XXDONTSs: Cannot omit particle (Z

!O!ONote: If somebody is letting you do something, you can't use passive-causative form. You have to use the causative form instead.

Nuance: If you're only the speaker saying on behalf of the victim, you are taking on the subject/victim's side or talking from his/her perspective.
You are kind of upset that she was forced to do something by someone.

Plain Causative-Passive

(D) verbs, change to: HE 51 % | H&E 5 (casual)

(The shorter version is not used with G2 verbs / 3 ending V)
17< = TH 8 51 B forced someone to go
= TH&E N (casual)
B5 - Ebt 5 h%B forced someone to buy
- BEbE h? (casual)
9 - 55 2 5N B forced someone to talk

(®) verbs, changeto: 858 %

B% - =8 5h % force someone to look

Irregular
I2 =&t 5NB force someone to do

<% = Z &t % force someone to come

(Coercer) i (Doer) |- +(Causative-Passive Verb) "Force someone to do something”
KERIZAZENEESNEL L,

My sister was made to eat fish by my mom.

HERIABIEAFIVNOEEZRE h,

Misa made everyone look at the photo of Pikachu.

HRENBRSODEELE NIz, | AENBSOZELE SN,

| was made to listen to Misa singing.
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FHIC [BE] Le<iZWzD2JHEtEshi,
| made my child continue to do his homework.

EFEHABDETTOEFZENESNE L, [ EFEENEhELL

| was made to write Kanji until | memorised it.

HPLA—ILANVIC [E] 2DEZEbEShiz, /EbE i,

Suspicious salesman made me buy a vase.

THhdvs TWD vs THL

<Intransitive> + TL\% "V-ing"

Indicates continuing action or state

-Focuses on the action and the result; not
the person who did the action.

-Focuses on the person's ACTION and the
result; not the person who did the action.

-7% particle is used but can be replaced
with (& if you wish to highlight the topic

NV [EnB] cbhTWB, My
computer is broken.

VS.

NYAVHEND] CHLTHB, Ithas

been broken (sounds like someone broke
it on purpose and now it's broken)

<Transitive> + V-T& % “It has been...”

-Indicates continuing state of completeness (for a purpose)

-We don’t have to specify who did the action, the important thing

is the result; what remains after the action.

-Focuses on SOMEBODY who did the action and left it that
way. Current state. Sounds like somebody is INVOLVED in
completing the action and focuses on the current state.

-7 particle is used

[HHa] LOTH S,
closed)

It has been closed. (Someone left it

BERN DET] L TH B,
staying that way.)

| turned off the lights (and it's

£532THB, It's already been paid for.

V-T#H < / &< "in advance”

-To do something in advance;
to avoid regret in the future or
in preparation of something

-To do an action and leave it as
itis

-To do an action and leave it as
it is or to maintain a certain
situation as it is

-Focuses on the future (in
advance)

RATHIIC, E28ZE>THE
F L =z, Before traveling, | buy
the ticket in advance.
HEROFICHREL THEEL
Jz. Before the exam, | studied
in advance.
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TH vs TWD vs TH< (cont)

![0!CINote: V-T & % is usually used with the verb [EB<] & < (to put into place) Request (T form): V-T $VT/ &EWVWT
"Do this (in advance)"

[E] E&2Hd. dH. MEADN [BEL] BV THD, There's a seat. Oh, somebody has FS526V0WT!I/ESTHBVTK ! Leave

put their bag there. (Bag has been placed) me alone!
MEAN [BL] BVWTHDHL S, HANED K, The bag has been placed, so someone will
sit here.

ALY [BL] BV THB, 2FI)L [BEL] BV T NED ? They put towels here. (Towels
have been placed).

VOCABS:

[#%] &> % : to neglect; to abandon; to leave alone;
to give up on; to leave undone; to leave unfinished
[#>T] E5>7T+ #< =toleave alone; to leave as is;
to ignore; to neglect

() Intransitive + L\ 3 vs %%

() Transitive + V% (&) Intran-  (#°) Transitive + TH %

sitive + L
2
-l currently am doing  -Indicates --Someone or yourself has done something or was involved in completing the action and the result or
something to the the state remains. Focuses on SOMEBODY who did the action and left it that way (intentionally or with a
object. continuing purpose). Current state. (Eg. When you do not know who open the door, you use transitive sentence)
action or
state
-Present Progre- -The object is the subject. Thus the use of A" particle.
ssive. Focuses on
the person's
ACTIONS
-For present progre-  -For intransitive verb, you always use T\\%
ssive tense, you
always use the
transitive verb
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transitive: B (1%

R7ZB T TL%, I'mopening the door
(right now).

205 [RB] £E£%FH T, Because
it's hot, | opened the window.

Nuance: It still makes sense but it
focuses in the past, not the current state
of the window being opened (it could be
that the window is now closed).

transitive: B & %
BT3B, I'mclosing it (right now).
(Present Progressive)

transitive: 13 (7%
BR%Z DT, |turn on the light.

intransitive: B <

R7ABEWTWS, The door is open.

Nuance: This doesn't focus on anyone. You are just stating
that the door is open. You don't know who opened it and it

doesn't matter in this situation.

intransitive: A% %

BIE>TW%, It's closed. (Focuses on the THING itself

rather than who closed it)

transitive: B (1%

R7HBTTH B, It has been
opened. (Someone opened it and
it's staying open)

Nuance: If you want to make it
sound like SOMEBODY left it open
and you want to imply that it was
done intentionally.

2LWAs [B] YT THB. B-
ecause it's hot, | left the window
open. / Because it's hot, the
window is open (intentionally).
Nuance: It describe the action of
me opening it but also the result of
it staying that way because | chose
to.

transitive: B & %

A TH . It has been closed
(Someone left it closed and it's
staying that way)

B © T ! Please close! (It sounds like you are talking to the

door. You sound like you are not asking somebody to close

it but you are asking the DOOR itself because this grammar

form focuses on the THING)

BIENBAE>TWB, It's closed. (Focuses on the THING

itself rather than who closed it)

intransitive: {34 <

BN D<, The lights turned on.

transitive: 1117 %

BRIAN DT THYET, The light
is turned on. (Somebody turned it
on and it's still on)
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(#F) Intransitive + L\ % vs &% % (cont)

BR%Z DT, |turned on the light. ERNDOVWTWVWS, The lightis on.
transitiave: [FE] (39 intransitive: [EZ%] £€2% transitive: [E9T] 9
ER%ZHET. | tun off the light. EXRHEA S, The light turns off.

BRNEZXTWS, The light is off.

(If you want to say that the light is off without implying that

somebody turned it off and left it that way. You just want to

state the fact that it is off.)
BRANEL . | turned off the light. (It BRMELEDIC, £LMAFVWTS, Eventhough | turned BRNEL TH B, Thelightis
could even mean that | turned off the lights  off the light, it's on again. turned off (and it's still is)
but now it's back on)
Nuance: It does not really show the Nuance: Shows the current state.
current state.

transitive: [#E¥] b7 intransitive: [#Eh%] Chh?

ENTWVW5, It's broken. ELTH5, Ithas been broken.
(Somebody broke it on purpose
and now it's broken.)

Types of Keigo

(Respectful / Honorific Expressions)
[B#EE] TAFW : Honorific
[FHFEFE] HALU &5 : Humble
[TEFE] TLWRWVI : Polite

[E&EE] T AW : Honorific

Used when we are talking to or referring to someone who is superior to us. Ex. Boss, elders, clients, teachers, customers. Can be heard in
business or formal situations.

First Level : Using Passive Form V-E=FIIBYET
-More respectful pattern than the passive form

XXDONTSs: Cannot be used with 1 mora-verb and Group 3 verbs. Instead, we use special verbs.
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[E#35E] T AW : Honorific (cont)

#HREFESRERSNELIZ, The president already went home.

FLWVWiPadZ B EWICE Y ET A, Will you be buying the new
iPad?

NV =FEVIZEY ETA, Wil you be using the computer?
EEVEANRTZ A=) EHE 2N IZEYETH, Did Ms.
Satoi make the schedule?

LBOFERV OERRNBRDHICHEYET, The plan for the
meeting is always decided by the department head.

BFEEPHSNIZATTA ? Have you given up drinking?

FNEAR7RICRSNET, Mr. Nakamura is coming at seven.

HREFKBS VHR—IA [HER] Lwo5&5&h&ELE, The
department head will go on a business trip to Singapore next week.

Special Respecitful Verbs

(Subject) & (Special Respectful Verb)

Plain [BH%E] TATVLD [FHZEE] HAL &S Negative
Come, TEFET. KF 2L\52L%% SLE2LPVET 2LW520L %573
go El
Be (AF:-3r) 2L5-2L%% SLE2LPVET 2L5o0L %570
Eat, BXET, Rk - [BLEANB] ®L&HHD > [BLEAYET] HLHHAYR = [BLEASHEV] ®LHH 5K
drink &7 ¥ v
Sleep BEY SBRKICED SOBERHICBYET SHBERHKHIZZSEL
Say EE¥] - [13] s->L»®3 =S [IVET] So2LPVET - [IssW] So2Lrsi0
Watch RE9 = [ZEBIIEZ] Z5AlClE 2 [ZEBIZAYET] Z5AIKCKEY - [CEIEESBEW] Z5AIKCK
% E3) 5710
Wear BEY = [B8BLICBEZ] BHLIC = [BBALICEYET] BHLICKE =S [BBELIEESBEVL] BHLICK
23] k-3 510
Do LET >FED SBEVERT SE5L
Know HO>TVWET - [ZFHAE] ZFALUE - [ZFATY] CFALUTY - [ZFHAE)] ZFALE
To <hRT <KEz? KEZVWRT
receive
Affirm- Negative
ative
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Special Respectful Verbs (cont)

EESAMRTICVS LY VETAH, A BHFZEAR [EF2] BS5RBAAVICVWS2LYLE
I ho

Where are you going for your trip? Will Ms Tanaka be coming to the year end party?

BFHAFVSLPVETH, B.WW&A, WE2L»8BVERVET,

Do you have any children? No, | don't think he will come.

[EX] TABWTEALENYETD,
Will you be eating here?
Z[EA] LOUABERHIRBAES 2LYVERTA, .
What is your husband's name?
HEEEFL [EFR] B5RANVWAKEBIZE > 1-EE [BF] ZTALT
I he
Does the president know the year-end party was moved next week?
ENKSVWEAARFEZMBBEEVRT A,

How long did you study Japanese?

# /Z + Noun, Adj. Adv (Respectful form)

#$ = attached to Japanese origin Z = attached to Chinese origin
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# /Z + Noun, Adj. Adv (Respectful form) (cont)

Nouns: 8E. BHl. B, BK, 8F. & Nouns: ZFRHK, < [ER] WA (opinion). ZRfT. Z3EX. & DEE] 595\ (cauti-
& BB on), Z [EA] A BV (quide), MR

Adi BtR. BLEF. & [BR] 0Fx. HHL- Adj: Z [#D] 22 LA (earnest), & [#5k] LAED

W, & [BL] bAry

Adv: ZTHHRIZ, Zpo2<V)
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