Cheatography

Japanese Natural Conversation Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/44061/

x

-Express opinions / feelings casually

-Used with other adjectives to sound expressive.
Can also be used when talking to yourself

-Often used with V-7z L), N+ (& L

T UL, Wow, it's impressive!

T—XVENEWE,
more expressive; does not matter if there are other

| want to eat ramen. (Sounds

people around because it sounds like you are talking
to yourself.)

V-I2WE E BT + sentence

“I thought | wanted to so...”

-Used with both casual and formal sentences

BAPHVWEDABNEVWRERE»T, OVEZ
Tr—F %R I,
something sweet” and bought a cake at a conven-

| thought, “I want to eat

ience store.

SAMEW/: HWE DA RN T, AVEZT
T—¥EHE I,
so | bought a cake at a convenience store.

BAD [Xt] FArZE> & [RZTEV] Fi
W eB2T, BAERICKREL . Ithought“l
want to learn more about Japanese culture” and

| wanted to eat something sweet

came to Japan

Inf. form+ EBS5ATI(E)FE

“I think...but”

HABHODTBHERSATT T
E, BRRIILKELZLETY, |
think everyone knows it but Japan
is very safe.
BWECENBBEBRSATTT
&, | think you have heard of it
but...

Bh3EBS0E, TERET
B 17< R, | think | will be late
but | will go as early as possible.

& 1=\ 7 USAGES

f HI=\Wx | 2 TRLU “To quote
speech: “It’s like”

' To quote speech: “I
was like” “She was like”

«f“Like” to soften and avoid
sounding too direct and harsh

£54%, [HiFE] Vo >55&5(27%  To express what you are E5TABWN? &IV, Like,
RV, HIZWE, Itslike, Il thinking. let's get going.
never be fluent again.

[FiE] Vo >5&5 :fluent(ina TEDZDHAELE (Note: "T£51TZ5 & !, "Let's
language); flowing i &IV, |waslike, go! without é 7= L\ 7% sounds too

“| feel lazy to run.”

direct and a bit harsh.

« “Sorta” for very casual convo

BANGHD, HVWODZENTF

EHREVERN TS, |sortalike
him.
5&2EHDAEEDZEN L
BxiZWEREL L, |wassorta

worried about them.
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Or TEABB®SAKEDS ? 1 IzWERU, "l was like, what's going to happen?

*

!O0!CNote: d £z LY means "It looks like; it's like (N)" but if you add %, meaning changes to "It's like (sentence)" like a filler.

2TRBLU/>TWSEBLUTY

“It's like” “I'm like” “She’s like”

Originally: 2 TWS &L Lit. “It's feeling like...”
{C!'CODON'Ts: Cannot use to quote what you said or what
someone said and tell a story. & = L\ 4& shall be used

H2S5ENXND2TRELU, Itslike you eat itif it's there.

A [BEREE] WEESITS5ULE>TRLU ? Itslike, you
guys hit it off?

B.R3Wizs, #E [-A] WoLe5LTWE2TW
SRU,
around the world.

It's like the next moment | found myself traveling

*

HI=VERU

“It's like”

To express what you are thinking

H 7= W B U T is used to quote what you are saying instead of & 7= L\ %% when
you are going to connect to another sentence.

[EBE] UrEWVWIlaRih, 21— &LEVWERUTNILT,
tWeTAE,
my student.
KLER, HELETE, ESBI2EXSALESS ?HIEVARL,
but | was like, “What's going to happen?”

TU», COFEFHR [—A] WoL®S50LE%572 &EVERLUT, WBL
5 [E>72] b 27z, We were like, “Then, let’'s go travel around the world”
and we traveled around.

[£E] -

| was like, “Yay, We could finally meet in person!” And hugged

I like Yoshi

!O!0Note: 2 TRALU, &izWik, &EZVEEL can be used as a filler, “it's like. But unlike & 7=\ &, 2 TRLL cannot be used to quote what

someone said.

BUE- Iz
"Like" “Kind of”; same usage as é 7= L\ %% but more

softer

WrEBE&2EE, AEVBRUES L,
kind of strange.

He was

LS5BREU
“Kind of” Pronounced as: “kaindav” slang. It seems that the vague feeling that "kind of "

has become weaker.

TD, 5E2ERBEBEVD, EVDEIDIBRUNFLET,
dangerous.

| mean, kind of, this might be
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F—., BOVED) &IEWERUES I,

| was like, “Oh no, I'm a piece of shit”.

HIZWERU T, ~

“It's like...and” "He’s/She's like...and"

Adding T to & =W E LU T is used to quote what you are saying instead of & 7= L) & when you

are going to connect to another sentence.

FIEB] ULrEWiaXxh, 20— 1 &EWBBUTNILT,

to

[£#] gLeEa

| was like, “Yay, We could finally meet in person!” And hugged my student.

U, COFRFHR [—A] WoLwSLE®S?) &EVERLUT, WAL [E-k] F
27, We were like, “Then, let's go travel around the world” and we traveled around.

HEEWEBUTLE/E2E

“Il was like..."

EiRiklikecRU T, Z2T7 A% [F£5-
AL] ®Hhs<<FTHENTEET,
TH—, BOVED) &EEVERUE>
Tzo

WiFB&2EE, HREEVWBRUES =,
He was kind of strange.

| was like, “Oh no, I'm a piece of shit”.

YRt 3- 103

“l was
like”

«“Kinda”

«f“Sort of” in between to avoid too direct

«f“Like (NOUN)” Can be used when
you explain something using
something else.

To quote HWOB&2EE, &zl BOERELE2EFEXTVERUNTBITLE, EFO5HAR., DSEAXKEEVEED,
whatyou are RLU &, He was kinda ESLTHREDASEV, |sort of like him, but don't
saying. strange. know why.
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HIZWEEL (cont)

U, R [—A] WoLWSLE®5?21 &EVWBRUTWALS [E22] Eh27k, We ORZS5®A. SEAREVER
were like, “Then let’s go travel around tghe world” and we traveled around the world. L. Soumen is something like
udon.

V-plain A7 OR Noun; & + B A

« When you discover something new or found out something « \When you
discover
something. Said
to yourself as

well.
ABEEHEVTO>TVWEVATTIFE, TEER [BF] FLELBHICT>T, &H, [SEA]l HL&SH D2 Ho2, ZZILH~
T, RABRIEODECHIZRDN S, BENSOREEELAZS L. | haven't been there lately, but | used to go to the JoATEL Oh, it

shrine every year. Well, New Year’s Day is the time when everyone goes home to their families. | could see my old friends.  was here!

B. %A%, PIZIEF. RRICFEATWEELTE, [FEX] RAED [ER] U222 LKA ZVTTR, BEAR, E-IAD)TEL

Even if everyone lives in Tokyo, at the end of the year, a lot of Japanese people go back to their hometowns. A JZ. Oh, there is
a new mall.

A ZEDS, ENSHABNBRIZREEANS., 320V [BE] £5345 EF] UbSz0wLizy) [FBR] LANAEA

DFTY NFENEA 212V LET. So, because everyone goes back to their hometowns, there’s a heavy traffic or

bullet train tickets are sometimes hard to get.

B.&>. [KEBA] 85X THDREICIT<K AKX, Oh (lsee), you go there at night on the New Year’s Eve.

!O!CNote: & = (in the beginning) is used when you hear something unexpected or something you didn't know.

Common Expression: €5 B A |/ 5B ATT R, (Oh,Ilseel;|didn't know.)

cEh<

SgEith< « £ I H <+ Command « £ 2 h <+ Adjective
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E A< (cont)

"Anyway" Implies that what | said is not as important as what | am about to "Just" Just forget what you're "Just; Simply" Can also be

say now. doing and any other things do  used to describe the frequency
what | said. of an adjective

FEANThIZEZICEVET, You use it when you get off the subject. EIZH KT ! Just come! EZALTIV ! Just

amazing!

FEN" TN B : to get off track/topic EICHLKP2THT, Justtry OO&IZA<EBAL ! Just
doing it! interesting!

R A—N—7 [EE] BRO [R] &<EALNYTIVL>2Th. - OO0¥Z<mEAWV ! Very

Yesterday | bumped into the manager's wife at the supermarket and... interesting!

552, [ZE] BRO [R] H<EAREKHCENGELVO. EF)L- OO0 TEmAWV ! Very

& AHKZ), Speaking of which, (she’s) manager’s wife is really tall. She interesting!

looks like a model.

ElLPL, BEAILLDE, BRERTHOEZRSBH TS ND &I
WT. Anyway, according to the wife, my manager seems to praise me a lot
even at home and...

BRA EX BN E, Maybe my salary will increase.
JNY Z1)£7J : to run into somebody (/\¥ 7 1) is usually used with &5

« [MET] ACB o [FEsAT]l &« [£E3] €3
528
“To get dented / to feel down; to be bummed”Usually used in Hiragana but can also be used  “To feel down; to "To panic; to get
in Kanji. Kanji has dent in it so it is easily be remembered. feel depressed” flustered; to be in a hurry"
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A. £S5 L =0 ? What's wrong? ES5AATVD, |MAT
%, I'mfeeling down. /I'm
feeling bummed.

B.HMULA2EEAFIVOHVSBZ &N FTYTNT, MA

T%, The Pikachu plush | wanted is sold put and I'm feeling

down/I’'m bummed.

A TABIIANCERBZVWTK, Don't be so bummed out.

£ 2TV, I'mpanicking. (You feel stressed
out when somebody commands you to be

hurry)

ESsBVWT/HES5KS<TWL&L, Don't panic. /
No need to rush.

EoB<TVVER, /1D THELSTVVK,
Don't panic. / No need to rush.

[B< L] B ULENERST, [£E»
=] &t 2 7=, |thought I lost it (but I didn't)
and | panicked.

[FELE] ChlLErEBoT, [FE-k]
&t 27, |panicked because | thought |
broke it (but | didn’t).
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