Cheatography

QUESTION WORD

INTERROGATIVE WORDS Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/45711/

QUESTION: <Noun>i & Z I QUESTION: £

T—
<Noun>lFEZTIThH, T is used with

action verbs

EZTBRIMRZ
BVLELLED,
Where did you
buy your lunch?

XX 7" is not used because when you're asking
someone where <noun> is, the person MUST
know where <noun> is. Otherwise, you shouldn't

be asking this question.

The main point of the sentence is fAIALIZ&H V) £
Ao Therefore, & is used.

QUESTION: &I

T "Where"
FEbE £ TI A Where is Kyoto? |Z is used with

destination verbs

EZILTERT
Ao Where will
you go?

ANSWER:
<Noun>:/#*
e
<Noun>#"/
|& <location>
T7
<Noun>#"/
l& <location>
CHhWERT

|&/7" can be
used when
answering
the question.

Fhld A R=-
CVWET, |
am in Tokyo.

FalE A RE-
T9, (Asfor
me) | am in
Tokyo.

QUESTION: /7% (C A°

A" is used

AARREICHY)ETH. WHAT is in Tokyo?

{C0!CNote: & is not used because it goes against
the concept of TOPIC. You use % because you
don't know it and you cannot make something you
don't know as the topic.

"As for what? It should be in Tokyo?" Hence, (&
particle does not make sense.

Ehvs HD
F / 72 "Who"

-Used to refer to someone

#EE [HRF] AL wEFETTAH 2 Whois your favourite singer?

@ + Noun "Whose"
-Must be followed with a Noun

-Used to refer to who something belongs to

HEDA/NTT A, Whose bag is this?

il vs £S5 “HOW”
Al “What” &S “What; how”

-Literal question of “What?”

L T%® ? What are you doing?

ES5 85 ? What are you thinking?

-There's a stronger nuance of how to “thinking” and “feeling” about things.

By jennilee Not published yet.
cheatography.com/jennilee/

Page 1 of 6.

Last updated 21st February, 2025.

Sponsored by Readable.com
Measure your website readability!
https://readable.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/interrogative-words
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://readable.com

INTERROGATIVE WORDS Cheat Sheet
by jennilee via cheatography.com/202026/cs/45711/

Cheatography

i vs £S5 “HOW” (cont)

REAES ? How's your (older) brother doing?

ES5 vs £5% 2T “HOW TO DO THINGS”

£S5 “How; in what way; by what means” *&E'S ¥ 2 T "How (to do things)*(
-Used to ask how to do things or accomplish something -Formal counterpart of £ 5

-Can be used mid / new sentence

TNRFESTHATTD, Howshallldoit? ESX2TRICITKATT A, How do you get to the train station?

BYE/ESLT/ AT "WHY"

= "Why?" ES5 LT "Why?" T (%% A T) "Why?"
-Used in formal writing and speech, such as essays, -Used at any time with anyone. It is rather informal

books, magazines, websites, reports and public and soft, and can be used in everyday situations.

speaking.

-Rarely used in everyday conversation.

ES LT D ? Why are you crying? ATTABRIEETDD?
Why do you do something like
that?

E5LTTEA ? Whyis it? BDS>EABATITEETA,

How do you go to his house?

BEZE T, By bicycle.

Eh “WHICH”

Eh “Which among...” (of & ® + Noun “Which Noun” (of & 55 / &> 5 “Which of the two...” E5 50 + Noun “Which of the two...”
3 or more options) 3 or more options) (of 2 options) (of 2 options)

7" is usually used for
question words.

BAODERFRENTT N, EQOEN [BE] B FLE REWEEESSHAPFETITA, Which EBS50EN [BB5] A5 XL,
Which one is your car? A Which country won? do you like better, dogs or cats? Which of the two countries won?

RDOFHFETT, |like dogs more.

OTHER QUESTION WORDS

E55 [ ¥> 5 “Which way?” “Which person?” F LD "When" & "What" 1 (% A) "What" * & A% "What kind of"
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OTHER QUESTION WORDS (cont)

-Can be used to ask the name of the country, -Used before particles & / £  -Used for words before
company or school a person belongs to. -Used before &2, A€ =, 72, 7% group syllable
-Can refer to a person -Used before counter

suffix Ex. ‘A&

[KBE] 2BLE2RESESTITH, RikFWVWDOE FEHmMZLEL D, BATI D, KRG & AT3-
Which way is the conference room? ETIH, [ET] £5T9
b‘ o
lFEB5TT A, What country do you When is your ~ What did you do yesterday? ~ What about? What kind of
come from? family town is Oosaka?
coming?
“Why” with other grammar
A @ 7= $ | "What for?" EABRT (EABDETT)or ESVSRT(ESWVWSDHETT)or
EABEBHRAT (EABYHST) ESVWSERAT(ESWSHHST)
-This phrase is neutral and rather similar -More formal than the other phrases Even -These two phrases are very similar to those in
to £5 L T in terms of usage. though this can be used in speaking, they Point 5 above and are used in the same types of
sound rather severe. situations.
-Often used when asking a rhetorical -Not used that often in daily conversation as  -Look at the first two examples below in particular.
question (a question asked in order to if you are asked these questions, it sounds Can you tell that there is an element of finger-po-
create a dramatic effect or to make a as if you are at fault and to be blamed for inting and perceived wrong-doing floating ominously
point rather than to get an answer.) something you have done. in the subtext of the question?

R (wake) and 2 (riyuu) are very similar
words (almost the same and interchan-
geable) so you can choose to use either.

Meaning: conclusion from reasoning,
judgment or calculation based on something
read or heard; reason; cause; meaning;
circumstances; situation

MAOEHIZZIARED ? EABDITTREOTTA? ESVWSRTLUL&LKTBHOTT D,
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“Why” with other grammar (cont)
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What has brought you here? / What are you here for?

Why have you come? Why do you wish to resign?

SPECIFIC LOCATION: POSITION

<location>®M<position>ICNA L\ %/& % "N is in the position of <re-
ference point>"

Positional Words:
[E] 5% :top
[T] UZ% : under
[B§] &7 4) : next to (same type of category)
[87] £X : front
[#32] 5L % : behind
[H] &Z : right

F—=7IL O LA WVE T, Thereis a cat on top of the table.

R7DBEICAALY FHFHY)ET, Thereis a switch to the right of
the door.

RATRICBEOFNWVWET, There is a boy under the tree.

RO —FVBFEROFICH Y EF. The taxi stand is in front of
the station.

KEOBEICHT7 ITHHY ET,. Thereis a cafe next to the
bookstore.

HEEFOESIZVET, I'm behind you.
CCDELIZABAN S £9, Thereis a park near here.

BEOEICILR—2—NFH)E£T, Thereis an elevator to the
left of the stairs.

<topic> W <reference point> @ <location> ¢ <verb> "Noun is doing
something in the..."

The particle T is used when you are doing something (action verb) in
the location.

[iE<] 5A< : near
[4\] Z& : outside
[F] &4 :insid
& Z : next to (much wider range of things)
[B] & \UV7 : between in between (2 reference points are used)

[£] O7=Y) : left

HFLARNSVOATERNEL I,
RTILDETHREZEFERL Iz,

| ate outside the restaurant.

| waited for her in front of the hotel.

BREREENHTHRAE T,

He reads inside the library.

POSITION: [E] W7

<Place 1> & <Place 2> OBICNA LW E 7 "N is between Place1 and Place2
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POSITION: [E] & L\ (cont)

KBEA-N—DOBICTEEN BV ET,

There is a flower shop between the bookstore and the supermarket.
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