Cheatography

N5, OT, L for Cause or Reason

h* 5 “Because” (SUBJE-
CTIVE)

There’s only one
Has a nuance
of putting a blame or justify

reason

your action because of
Used for
sequential events

something

Used for volition, requests
Used for states

DONT’s: Cannot be used for
potential form. T form is
used instead

BEANB<hiZAS, FIC-
HWEREBATLL, Ididn't
make it in time because the
train was late. (The speaker
is blaming the train and is
suggesting that it is not her
fault.)

1.1 82 expresses order or
prohibition

oo [Baw] s5%0A-
5, [#2] 220V [A-
%] EH%7%, Don'ttouch
the machine because it's
dangerous.

@ T “Therefore” (OBJECTIVE)

A cause and effect (a thing that makes something happen)

@] Feeling is neutral; Objectively presents a cause and effect
relationship as a natural course of events Used in written
and spoken language Softens the tone which is why it is
often used to express a reason gently, to ask for permission or to
make an excuse. M T is used to connect phrases to which
indicates that there is a willful action. It is your own decision to do
it.
DONT’s: Cannot be used to reply to a question. /' 5 is used
instead. Not used to express order or prohibition

FTHERA, SHFASENHHOT, XOTHEEFET. Sorry. |
will pass because | have some work to do.

1.1 A cause and effect

BAZ2FFEATVEDT, RABNFDPLFELEET, llivein

Thailand for two years, that's why | can speak Thai.
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L for multiple reasons

(M@ Gives a nuance that there’s more
reason because the one reason provided
We want to suggest something but
we don't want to sound so opinionated. (8]
Sounds gentle We want to simply
tell that it's not the only reason why
Simply list multiple reasons and lead to a

conclusion

DONT’s: Cannot use L when answering a
question. You should use ' 5 instead.
Unless you are listing multiple answers.
You have to end the sentence with ' 5/T
I H S though. E NI is used often.
SHETEEEHB L. [FHEL] PHT
# <, | will pass because | have some
work to do. (There's more reasons why she
will pass; not only she has work to do)

By jennilee

cheatography.com/jennilee/

Not published yet.
Last updated 12th September, 2024.
Page 1 of 7.

Sponsored by Readable.com
Measure your website readability!
https://readable.com


http://www.cheatography.com/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/cheat-sheets/because-japanese-grammar-differences
http://www.cheatography.com/jennilee/
https://readable.com

Cheatography

A5, OT, L for Cause or Reason (cont)
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X [EBEW] 3500 T,

[B2] €AV [AD] EbB%, -

Don't touch the machine because it's dangerous.

1.2 Softens the fone (used to reason gently, ask permission,

make an excuse)

SHNEBEVOT, [RE] T520VLTEVVTTA, I'mnot
feeling well so can | leave early?
[AZE] &S5UABNEITOT, SEICKILLET. |have

something to do. Pardon me for leaving first.

APS5vsDTvs L

<reason> A5, <result>

It is <result> because <reason>
A [EnE] 2hnion?

OOB.MEH, ®R1 0RETHEZLTLEL
J=h 5. Because yesterday | was working

until 11pm.

**Note: & 5 can be used to give a reason in

reply to a question.*

<reason> O/ L. <result>

A [EAQE] 2hhiz0?
XB.FEH, ®R1 0RETHSBEZLTLWELLEL,

XB.FFH, B1 OBETHELZLTLVELEDT,

**Note: <reason> M T and L can't be used to answer question. #* 5 shall be used. Unless
you are listing multiple answers, L can be used but you have to end the sentence with 2 5/
TIhS>

T form, 7=5. T forcause and reason

Verb/Adj T-form/% < T for Cause or Reason

(NOUN) T for Cause or Reason Reason> /=5, <result>
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T form. 75, T for cause and reason (cont)

T form of Verbs or Adjectives as the cause or reason  "Because of (natural phenomena, happenings, Used for unexpected

that produces a consequence. (fl If the Result or events)..." occurrence Result is not
Sentence 2 is a verb or an adjective that expresses something that you are expecting /
feeling, or (2] if it's a potential verb or a verb accidental (intransitive)

to express a state, then the cause or reason sentence
will have to change to te-form (T-form).

DONT’s 1. S2 must NOT contain volition (will, orders, ~ The "Noun" that is often used with this particle =~ COAA Y FZ#HL 5. ERH D

invitation, request) de (C) as a cause is a noun which indicates a L /z. | pushed this button then the
particular kind of event. These events are light turned on. Intransitive: Did not
mostly natural phenomena, disasters, happen- know that turning the button will turn
ings, events, etc. LJEx. Z/# (jiko - accide- the light on. The result was not
nt). KZ (kaji - fire). & (byouki - sickness) something that you are expecting.

X [BaV] 5455<T [#HE] €A, WVICHD] DONT’s 1. Sentence predicate must NOT

EhSsBEWTLEE W, Itis dangerous, so please contain volition (will, orders, invitation, request)

do not touch the machine.

00 [EsW] d550TThLS. [#E] L0 XER T, BHAHZKRALZVTT,
i3] cbsE\WTLEE ), Itis dangerous, so  Because of illness, | want tot take a day off

please do not touch the machine. tomorrow.
DONT’s 2. S2 should not come first. It should be a OO0mKR TIL S, BEAASHZRKLEVWT
sequential event. ¥, Because of iliness, | want tot take a day
off tomorrow.
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T form. 75, T for cause and reason (cont)

X#HRB [2F] YVWENFH>T, 58 [ER] U ATLEBThERYEEA. The
meeting will be held tomorrow so we have to make preparations for the day.

OO|A [£F] ALEFBYETLS, S8 [ERE] CvATLEITIhERYEE
A, The meeting will be held tomorrow so we have to make preparations for the day.

1.1 Verbs and Adjectives that express Feelings such as: F2< ) 92, [Z0] &A-
LATB, [EB] CF3 (to be worried/ troubled), [#L (V] ¥L (), [£EL
0Vl shaLl, [EZ] EARAL,

BEICZEZSNBLT, BFA LA 2ETT, | was embarrassed because | couldn't
answer the question.

RENEZHELSTRLWTT, I'msad because | can't meet my friends.

1.2 Potential Verbs that express states which do not contain volition

BERE [#E] 2I5HBLT, [£8] AVEL [HE] LB TEELEA, |
am not able to attend the meeting because | am not free on Monday.

"Because" Japanese Grammar Differences Cheat Sheet
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[R=E] AUTRA [H<] ®FEL L, Be-
cause of fire, the house was burned down.

[#E] LLAT, ELD [fin3] EHhE-
L 7z, Because of the earthquake, a building
collapsed.

[BR] 2\WA5T, [##HE] LALABA-
AMIEENEL 2. Because of the typhoon, bullet
trains have stopped.

*1.1 Negative potential verb (not a volition)

AR T, WRITICITHELATL =, Because of
iliness, | want tot take a day off tomorrow.
*1.2 A situation/happening from the past

AR T, attZARA&FL L, Because of
illness, | want tot take a day off tomorrow.
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T form. 75, T for cause and reason (cont)

1.3 Situations in the Past : Events that happened in the past can also be used in Sentence 2...

[EH] UchHrd-oT. BENENTLEVWEL L, The train was delayed due to the accident.

Tformvs 5 /DT

<Reason> T, <result> <Reason> #'5 /| T, <result>

<reason> T cannot take volition, sequential events and use
potential verbs. Therefore, #* 5 / M T shall be used.

XAFEECEAYCHEHFICA 2T, TLEVNE [AZ- OOBAFPEECBEAHCHEHFCE 20T, TLEVNEABELELE,

LELE] &5VLFL L, Tanaka sensei helped me a lot so | prepared a gift for him today.
Note: Preparing a present is a willful act. It is your own decision to do it so 7' 5
/ D T must be used.

XRRHNEBLST, [ExW] AUEANRZERA, OOXRSHEWAS, [Exl] AUEANFRZEEA. Mount Fuji cannot

be seen because the weather is bad.
Note: Z 41 Ft A is a potential verb. Therefore, T for cannot be used.

XPHEBRFH>T, 50 [EFE] U ATLEFNERY OOHERBRIH2H S5, S8 [EE] CvATLEThEREYERA,
FtA There is a test tomorrow, so | have to prepare for it today.

Note: Sentence 1 and Sentence 2 are sequential events. In other words,
Sentence 1 takes place first and Sentence 2 takes place after that.

Tformvs =5

<Reason> T, <result> <Reason> /=5, <result>

Used if you already expected or knew what will happen Used for unexpected occurrence (2] JResult is not something that you are
expecting / accidental (intransitive)

CORAYF=HL T, BKRHN Dz, |pushed this COARAYTFEIHLES, ERN DV, |pushed this button then the light
button and turned the light on. turned on.
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T-form vs 7=5 (cont)

Transitive: You already know that pushing the
button will turn the light on.

"Because" Japanese Grammar Differences Cheat Sheet
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Intransitive.: Did not know that turning the button will turn the light on. The result was not

something that you are expecting.

<Verb. W/ Adj> D& <reason> A5 TT

“The reason why (verb) is because (reason)”

Od—kE—X—H—%EB210k., BICHT7 TIZ1T<
BEAE WA S TT, The reason | bought a coffee
machine is because | don’t have time to go to the
cafe in the morning.

Instead of: EAF I VEABEWVAS, HE,
Pikachu because he is cute.

I like

DR EAFLIINFNFEBEORABVASTT,
The reason why | like Pikachu is because it's cute.

?(C as "But"

"But" "in spite of" "despite" "although" "even

though"

-Used when frustrated; surprised (but usually
used when annoyed; bad feeling) (Despite the
fact that | did this, the result is not what | wanted
and I'm frustrated)

BHARET2ZALZERDIC, EVWASAHLLSB
To The wedding is tomorrow but it says a
typhoon is coming.

D “Even if;”

DIC: Cannot be used in
something hypothetical "What ifs"
M2 can be used at
the end of the sentence

XS <@ [HRB] 7202, 5
ELTH B WK, Evenif | confess
my love to her now, it will not go well.

"Even if"

B [F®¥8s] ELEnIC, Even
though | woke up early... (It got
cancelled).

<Verb> M & <reason> A5 T9

“The reason why (verb) is because (reason)”

-The word “reason” can be replaced with @ (the shorthand version of the word for the generic “something” Z &) because it is obvious from the

context you are giving a reason so we don’t need to explicitly use that word.

? = acts like the reason why;
& = topic particle;
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