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Different Family
Types

The Nuclear Family-
one adult male and
female and dependent
offspring

The symmet rical
family -co njugal roles
are equal unlike
nuclear family

Lone Parent family -
headed by a single
parent

The matrifocal family -
women who are at the
centre of the family

The beanpole family -
nu clear family with a
wider extended kinship
network

The extended family -
ve rtical (grand par ents)
and horizontal
(aunti e/c ous ins /un cles)

The recons tituted
family -in cludes step
brothe rs/ sis ters,
stepfa mil y/b lended

Dual-c areer family -both
parents full time
employed

Cereal packet family -
id ealised nuclear family
shown in media

Empty nest family -
ch ildren grown up and
left home

Cohabiting family -
nu bil e(c ouples who
cohabit before
marriage) post marital
(couples who cohabit
after being married
before)

 

Murdock's theory of family

Functi onalist sociol ogist G P Murdock
1949 argues nuclear family is universal,
meaning that it exists in every known
society.

Defined nuclear family as "a social group
charac terized by common residence
includes adults of both sexes at least two
of whom maintain a socially approved
sexual relati onship and one or more
children of the two adults.

See's family as foundation stone of
society.

Uses human body analogy, family is the
heart of society.

Murdock's four functions of family

Procre 
ation

Sexual Economic Education

 

Murdock's four functions of family (cont)

all
societies
require
new
members
to ensure
physical
survival

ensures
order e.g.
marriage
sends out
message
couple
belongs to
another

Paid work
benefits
societ y.P ar
ents
support
children
and
ventually
retake
place as
good
citizens

culture
reproduced
via primary
social isatio
n

children
symbol of
couples
emotional
attach men
t.
Stabilise
marital
relati onshi
p and
family
life.

it reinforces
emotional
commitment

children
dependent
on parents
for several
years

children
learn how
to fir into
society by
learning
key norms
and values.

 

Evaluation of Murdock

-family divers ity ,failed to
keep up with modern
changes like
femini sation of
workplace, increases in
life expectancy &
changes in fertility rates

-feminists critique,
doesn't account for
womens changing role
in family as not nutring
children but as a earner
as well, the function has
transf erred to
childm inders, nurseries
and grandp arents

-ethno cen trism, as it
sees nuclear families as
superior. discri minates
against other family
types

-too much emphasis on
benefits and not on
dysfun ctions e.g
domestic violence

-family functions not
effective e.g
reprod uction as many
women's deciding not to
have children and
sexual as premarital
and altern ative
sexual ity's are
becoming increa singly
acceptable

-The Nayarr, nuclear
families don't exist in all
societies e.g Nayarr
societies in India.
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