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Introd uction

If you want to become a better writer, get ready to do some work.
Because it won’t happen overnight, and not just because you want it
to. You’re going to have to practice.
So… you want to be a writer? It all begins with believing you already
are a writer. So let’s start there.
"A writer is a writer when he says he is". —Steven Pressfield
Anyone who writes is a writer, but that doesn’t mean they’re a very
good one. So let’s talk about how to become a better writer.
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Seven Key Lessons

Writing is simple, but not easy.
Before you get a larger audience, you have to get better.
Practice makes you better; it’s the repeti tions that make it effort ‐
less.
Until you put your work out there, you’re only screwing around.
Write for real.
You can’t practice without discip line. Keep showing up and
persev ering.
There will always be resist ance; type through it, anyway.
Get over your excuses and do the work.

Before getting started

Before you begin writing, ask yourself these important questions:
Why do I want to write?
Who am I writing for?
What’s my message?
Have I found my voice yet?
What am I willing to sacrifice for my craft?
What won’t I give up?

Once you count the cost and make the decision to begin, it’s time to
start writing.

Writing

 

Tips for when you begin

Here is a list of 10 essential tips on writing:
Write every day.
Make sure your writing is effective.
Don’t be lazy; do your best to avoid sounding stupid.
Stay focused! Distra ction is the enemy of all great art.
Stop worrying about being a good writer; just write.
Forget about fame; write what’s worth writing.
Get over your perfec tionist tenden cies.
Don’t write to get published.
Write with convic tion.
Read.

Build Your Platform

Although writers need to write first for the craft, it’s not a bad thing to
want to get published. But that’s a byproduct, not a goal (For the real
writer, anyway).
Look. This isn’t just something that happens accide ntally. You have
to work at it. So how do you create work that earns you the attention
of publis hers, exactly? You build a platform.
Today a lot of writers use blogs and the power of the Internet to get
their writing discov ered. There’s no reason you can’t do the same.
Here are 10 basic tips on blogging and building an audience that will
help you get published:
 In order to get noticed, you’ve got to be intent ional.
Narrow your focus to broaden your audience.
Learn from copywr iters, and write for scanners.
Engage with readers (get more comments on your blog).
Be intent ional about growing your blog traffic.
Build an email list (like, yester day).
Use guest posting to tap into new audiences.
Write great content, but don’t stop there; build relati ons hips.
Expect haters.
Help people.
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