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Introd uction

VS Naipaul drew up many years ago for beginning writers at
Tehelka. Here it is, reproduced in full:

Source: http:/ /in dia unc ut.c om /iu blo g/a rti cle /vs -na ipa uls -ad vic e-t o-w ‐
rit ers -ru les -fo r-b egi nners/

Rules of Writing

1. Do not write long senten ces. A sentence should not have more
than 10 or 12 words.
2. Each sentence should make a clear statem ent. It should add to
the statement that went before. A good paragraph is a series of clear,
linked statem ents.
3. Do not use big words. If your computer tells you that your
average word is more than five letters long, there is something
wrong. The use of small words compels you to think about what you
are writing. Even difficult ideas can be broken down into small words.
4. Never use words whose meanings you are not sure of. If you
break this rule you should look for other work.
5. The beginner should avoid using adject ives, except those of
color, size and number. Use as few adverbs as possible.
6. Avoid the abstra ct. Always go for the concrete.
7. Every day, for six months at least, practice writing in this
way. Small words; clear, concrete sentences. It may be awkward, but
it’s training you in the use of language. It may even be getting rid of
the bad language habits you picked up at the univer sity. You may go
beyond these rules after you have thoroughly understood and
mastered them.
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