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1. Radical inclusion

" ​Anyone may be a part of Burning Man. We
welcome and respect the stranger. No
prereq ​uisites exist for partic ​ipation in our
commun ​ity." This was written with a broad
stroke for general organi ​zing, meaning
anyone is welcome to the Burning Man
culture. Prereq ​uisites for the Burning Man
event are partic ​ipants expected to provide
for their own basic needs, follow the
guidelines stated in the annually updated
event " ​sur ​vival guide, ​" and have a ticket to
get in.

2. Gifting

" ​Burning Man is devoted to acts of gift
giving. The value of a gift is uncond ​itional.
Gifting does not contem ​plate a return or an
exchange for something of equal value." ​‐
Instead of cash, partic ​ipants at the Burning
Man event in the Black Rock Desert are
encouraged to rely on a gift economy, a sort
of potlatch. In the earliest days of the event,
an underg ​round barter economy also
existed, in which burners exchanged " ​fav ​‐
ors ​" with each other. While this was
originally supported by the Burning Man
organi ​zation, this is now largely discou ​‐
raged. Instead, burners are encouraged to
give gifts to one another uncond ​iti ​onally..

 

3. Decomm ​odi ​fic ​ation

"In order to preserve the spirit of gifting, our
community seeks to create social enviro ​‐
nments that are unmediated by commercial
sponso ​rships, transa ​ctions, or advert ​ising.
We stand ready to protect our culture from
such exploi ​tation. We resist the substi ​tution
of consum ​ption for partic ​ipatory experi ​enc ​‐
e." No cash transa ​ctions are permitted
between attendees of the Burning Man
event in the Black Rock Desert. Cash can
be used for a select few charity, fuel, and
sanitation vendors and few vendors listed.
See Admission handouts for details..

Graphic

http:/ ​/bu ​rni ​ngm ​an.org/

 

4. Radical self-r ​eliance

" ​Burning Man encourages the individual to
discover, exercise and rely on his or her
inner resour ​ces." Because of the event's
harsh enviro ​nment and remote location,
partic ​ipants are expected to be respon ​sible
for their own subsis ​tence. Since the LLC
forbids most commerce, partic ​ipants must
be prepared and bring all their own supplies
with the exception of the items stated in
Decomm ​odi ​fic ​ation.

5. Radical self-e ​xpr ​ession

" ​Radical self-e ​xpr ​ession arises from the
unique gifts of the individual. No one other
than the individual or a collab ​orating group
can determine its content. It is offered as a
gift to others. In this spirit, the giver should
respect the rights and liberties of the recipi ​‐
ent." Partic ​ipants at the Burning Man event
in the Black Rock Desert are encouraged to
express themselves in a number of ways
through various art forms and projects. The
event is clothi ​ng- ​opt ​ional and public nudity
is common, though not practiced by the
majority..

6. Communal effort

"Our community values creative cooper ​‐
ation and collab ​ora ​tion. We strive to
produce, promote and protect social
networks, public spaces, works of art, and
methods of commun ​ication that support
such intera ​cti ​on." ​ Partic ​ipants at the
Burning Man event in the Black Rock
Desert are encouraged to work with and
help fellow partic ​ipants.
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7. Civic respon ​sib ​ility

"We value civil society. Community members who organize
events should assume respon ​sib ​ility for public welfare and
endeavor to commun ​icate civic respon ​sib ​ilities to partic ​ipants.
They must also assume respon ​sib ​ility for conducting events in
accordance with local, state and federal laws."

8. Leaving No Trace

"Our community respects the enviro ​nment. We are committed
to leaving no physical trace of our activities wherever we
gather. We clean up after ourselves and endeavor, whenever
possible, to leave such places in a better state than when we
found them."

9. Partic ​ipation

"Our community is committed to a radically partic ​ipatory ethic.
We believe that transf ​orm ​ative change, whether in the
individual or in society, can occur only through the medium of
deeply personal partic ​ipa ​tion. We achieve being through doing.
Everyone is invited to work. Everyone is invited to play. We
make the world real through actions that open the heart." ​‐
People are encouraged to partic ​ipate, rather than observe.

10. Immediacy

" ​Imm ​ediate experience is, in many ways, the most important
touchstone of value in our culture. We seek to overcome
barriers that stand between us and a recogn ​ition of our inner
selves, the reality of those around us, partic ​ipation in society,
and contact with a natural world exceeding human powers. No
idea can substitute for this experi ​enc ​e."
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