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Cheatography

Preterite vs Imperfect

Preterite Imperfect
Conoci al presidente de la organizacion. Conocia al presidente de la organizacion.
| met the president of the organization. | knew the president of the organization.
Ya supieron del concierto. Ya sabian del concierto.
They already found out about the concert. They already knew about the concert.
Ella tuvo una carta de su amiga.. Ella tenia una carta de su amiga..
She received a letter from her friend. She had a letter from her friend.
Quise encontrar la tienda.. Queria encontrar la tienda..
| tried to find the store. | wanted to find the store.
Yo no quise ir al centro comercial.. Yo no queria ir al centro comercial..
| refused to go to the shopping center. | didn’t want to go to the shopping center.
No pudimos abrir la cuenta. No podiamos abrir la cuenta..
We failed to open the account. We were unable to open the account.
Toqué el piano.. Yo tocaba el piano..
| played the piano. | used to play the piano.
Me comii las fresas.. Yo comia las fresas..
| ate the strawberries. | was eating strawberries./I used to eat strawberries.

This / That / There / Here (copy)

Adverb Adjective Meaning Example
aqui este Here/this - Very close to speaker Me gusta esta calle aqui.
ahi ese There/that - Visible but not within reach Voy a visitar a esa amiga ahi.

alli aquel Over there/that - Objects not visible No conozco a aquella persona alli.
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Identitiy & Nature Ser cebolla onion
Time & Events Ser zanahoria carrot
Temporary State Estar cecina dried meat / jerky
Location Estar pipas de girasol sunflower seeds
revuelto scrambled
pan de centeno rye bread
How much is it? ¢,Cuanto cuesta? ajo garlic
Can you speak more slowly? ¢,Puede hablar mas despacio? aceite oil
Whereis __ ? ¢Déndeesta 7 chupitos shots
Can you help me? ¢ Puede ayudarme? atun tuna
Iwould like ___ Me gustaria

Filler Words

Left Izquierda A ver...

Right Derecha En

Go straight ahead Siga recto plan...

Turn Gire Digo...

Here Aqui

There Alli O sea...

Up ahead Adelante

Stop here Deténgase aqui Entonc-
es.

Verbs that (Almost) Always Use Preterite

>
@)

Well... (Pues... no sé, tengo mucho suefio...)
Let's see... (A ver... qué podemos hacer esta noche?)

'like' (teenagers) (No te enfades, lo hice en plan broma.)

I mean... (Me dijo que la fiesta empieza a las nueve—-
digo, a las diez.)

| mean.. (¢ Vas a salir otra vez con él? O sea, ¢ lo
4 [
pasasteis bien ?)

So... (Entonces, ¢qué vas a hacer?)

So... (¢,Asi que al final fuiste al restaurante?)

Well... (Bueno... lo tengo que pensar un poco mas.)
It's just that... (jEs que es muy dificil!)

uh... um...

You know? (Es muy importante para mi, s sabes?)

like | said (Pues, eso, que lo siento mucho pero vas a
tener que volver mafana.)

All'in all.. (En fin...lo pasamos muy bien hoy, gracias por
todo.)

que.
casarse to marry

Bueno..
graduarse to graduate

Es que.
cumplir anos to have a birthday 9

. Este...

llegar to arrive

; Sabes?
darse cuenta de to realize <

. ) Eso.

morir to die
decidir to decide

En fin..
nacer to be born
descubrir to discover
salir to leave
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Useful Phrases
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Common Words (cont)

How do you say ... in ¢ Como se dice ... en espafiol? solo just/only
Spanish? de from/of
| don't understand. No entiendo. / No comprendo. antes before
Would you repeat that ¢ Repetirias eso por favor? despues then
lease?
P desde from
Would you speak more ¢, Podria hablar mas despacio, por
por supuesto of course
slowly, please? favor?
o . de hecho in fact
Would you write it, please? ¢,Puede escribirlo, por favor?
) despues de after
Do you understand? ¢Entiendes? / ; Comprendes?
pasado past
Would repeat it, please? ¢,Puede repetirlo, por favor?
cosas things
How much is this? ¢, Cuanto cuesta?
similar similar

Where's the toilet /
bathroom?

Have a nice meal

¢, Dénde esta el bafio?

iBuen provecho! / jBuen apetito! /
iQue aproveche!

Adverbs

aqui (aca - Latin

here -- Very close to speaker

America)
How are you? ¢ Como estas? / ; Qué tal?
ahi there -- Visible but not within reach
Goodbye Adiés / Hasta luego
alli (Alla - Latin over there -- Objects not visible
See you around Hasta la vista America)
Unil tomorrow Hasta manana este this (with aqui) Me gusta esta calle aqui.
Recommended Meals ese that (with ahi) Voy a visitar a esa amiga ahi
aquel that (over there) (with alli) No conozco a

Almejas a la marinera

Pulpo “a feira” / el pulpo tiene
aceite y pimenton

Clams with marinera sauce

Octopus / Octopus that has oil

and paprika

Common Words

aquella persona alli

¢,Coémo se dice... en espafiol?
¢,Cémo se dice eso en espanol?

How do you say ... in Spanish?
How do you say that in Spanish?

entre LR ¢ Qué significa eso? What does that mean?
contra against Lo siento, no entendi. Sorry, | didn’t understand.
sin without ¢ Puedes repetirlo, por favor? Can you repeat please?
con with ¢ Puedes hablar mas lento, por ~ Can you speak slower please?
pero but favor?

cuando when

quien who

cuales which

que what

para for

por by
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Phrases (cont)

Restaurants (cont)

¢ Podemos hablar en espafiol,  Can we speak in Spanish please? La cuenta por favor The check please.

por favor?

Traeme la cuenta cuando Bring me the check when you can.

Hola ¢cémo estas? Hello, how are you? puedas.

¢,Cual es tu nombre? What's your name? ¢quiere chupitos? invita la Do you want shots? On the house.

Mucho gusto Pleased to meet you casa

vaso/copaltaza Drinking glass / wine glass / coffee

¢ Qué hiciste hoy? What did you do today?
cup

¢ Qué me recomiendas...? What do you recommend...? What

¢, Qué me recomiendas comer  do you recommend to eat around

por aqui? here?

Y becomes e when it precedes a word that begins with the i sound.

¢, Qué se te antoja hacer...? What do you feel like doing?

Typically, y becomes e when it precedes most words that begin with
Hasta luego See you later

i- or hi-. However, words starting with hie- (or similar) would be joined

using y. O becomes u when it precedes a word that begins with the o
Restaurants

sound. Thus o becomes u when it precedes words words starting

¢Jtiene una reserva?
no hace falta

No tengo una reserva.

Do you have a reservation?
It is not needed.

| don't have a reservation. How

with o- or ho-.

Phrases that Trigger the Imperfect

¢,Cuantos minutos por una many minutes for a table? a menudo often
?
EEETS frecuentemente frequently
¢jcuantos vais a comer? How many are coming to eat? rara vez rarely
¢ para cuantas personas quiere For how many people do want a veces sometimes
la mesa? the table?
generalmente usually
¢que quiere para beber/comer?  What do you want to drink/eat? .
siempre always
¢,puedo sentarme en la barra? Can | sit at the bar? .
algunas veces at times
¢ puedo ver el menu? Can | see the menu? ) .
mientras while
¢me puede traer un/el menu? Would you bring me a menu? ~
todos los afios every year
s que quiere/que desea para What do you want to eat? 3
¢queq q P v cada dia every day
comer?
) muchas veces many times
¢,como es...? Howis .. ?
) todo el tiempo all the time
¢recomienda el pulpo? Do you recomend the octupus?
con frecuencia frequently

¢,qué me recomienda?

What do you recommend?

casi nunca almost never
¢puede traerme un tenedor/c- Would bring me a fork/spoon/k-
uchara/cuchillo? nife? prlle pererEl SR
todos los dias every day

¢les falta algo?

Péngame uno.

Do you need anything else?

Give me one

de vez en cuando
por un rato

en aquella época

once in a while
for a while

at that time
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Use Preterite vs Imperfect

una vez
el otro dia

ayer

anoche

la semana pasada

el afo pasado

en ese momento

durante (cinco) siglos
desde el primer momento
ayer por la tarde

hoy por la mafana

hace (diez) afios

hace (tres) dias

one time/once

the other day
yesterday

last night

last week

last year

at that moment

for (five) centuries
from the first moment
yesterday afternoon
this morning

(ten) years ago

(three) days ago

Out on the Town

| would like to eat/drink/buy ...
Can | See a Menu, Please?
Check/Bill, Please

Cheers!

How Much Does it Cost?

Do You Have...
| Want...
Where is ...?

Where can | find a taxi?
What time is it?

What is this?

me gustaria comer/beber/compar ...
Un menu, por favor

La cuenta, por favor

iSalud!

¢, Cuanto cuesta eso?

¢ Tienes...?

Yo quiero ...

¢ Doénde esta...?

¢, Doénde puedo encontrar un taxi?

¢ Qué hora tienes? / ¢ Qué hora es?

¢ Qué es esto?

Frequency

always - siempre

usually - casi siempre

normally - normalmente
occasionally - de vez en cuando
rarely - casi nunca

never - nunca

100
75
50
25
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